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The members of the new Island Council for 2003-2007 after being sworn in, with Lt. Governor Franklyn 
Richards. From left: Laveist, Heyliger, Meyers, Buncamper-Molanus, R. Marlin, Wescott-Williams, Richards, 
Arrindell, Pantophlet, H. Richardson, F. Richardson and W. Marlin. 



PHILIPSBURG—The eleven Wathey Legislative Hall yesterday, ance (PPA). 
members of the 2003-2007 Island Before a hall packed with family, Elected Commissioners were 
Council were sworn in by Lt. Gov- friends and party supporters, the Wescott-Williams, Heyliger, Mar- 
ernor Franklyn Richards before members, four of whom are serv- lin, Meyers and, in this capacity for 
the council held its first meeting of ing in the council for the first time, the first time, Laveist. TTiey were 
the new governing term in Dr. A.C. took the oath of office in English all elected by secret ballots that 
and Dutch. The oath was read by produced the same result of six 
Island Secretary Amador Muller, votes for each appointment and 
Members of the new council are five blank votes. The commission- 
Sarah Wescott-Williams, Maria ers are without portfolios. These 
Buncamper-Molanus, Louie will be decided at the first Execu- 
Laveist, Roy Marlin, Theo five Council meeting. 

Heyliger and Franklin Meyers of Buncamper-Molanus was elected 
the Democratic Party (DP), Will- chairwoman of the Central Com- 
iam Marlin and first time mem- mittee, with Heyliger as deputy 
bers Frans Richardson, George chairman. The vote was the same 
Pantophlet and Hyacinth as for the commissioners. 
Richardson of the National Alii- Each member made his/her first 
ance (NA), and Gracita Arrindell address to the council, in which 
of the People’s Progressive Alii- each pledged to work to the best of 
his/her ability to carry out “the 
people’s business” and ensure eco¬ 
nomic and social progress of the 
island. 

They all expressed thanks to ev- 

Continued on page 4 


IN BRIEF 


Philipsburg - 

CARD HOLDERS 
DOWN TOOLS 

An estimated 100 Bureau for Health 
Insurance BZV card holders from sev¬ 
eral key government departments 
downea tools Wednesday to protest 
the refusal of their guarantee cards 
by St. Maarten Medical Center. Page 


Philipsburg - 

ABOUT HIGHER 
SUPERVISION 

Failure to embrace sweeping changes 
aimed at adequately resolving St. 
Maarten's liquidity problem and its 
financial predicament will result in 
"painful measures" having to be 
taken, Lt. Governor Franklyn Richards 
has warned. Page 5. 

Philipsburg- 

COUNCIL 
IN RECESS 

The new Island Council for 2003- 
2007, sworn in yesterday, is in recess 
until Monday, August 11, when the 
second meeting of the council will be 
held in Dr. A.C. Wathey Legislative 
Hall at 10:00am. Page 9. 


U.S. 50 CENTS/NAf. 1.~/EC$ 1.- 


Dp Theo mend differences, 
Theo says it was a mistake 


PHILIPSBURG—All anxiety 
about whether the Democratic 
Party would continue to govern 
the island subsided yesterday as 
five DP commissioners - including 
Commissioner Theo Heyliger - 
were elected to the Executive 
Council. 


Leading up to yesterday’s swear¬ 
ing-in of the new Island Council 
and election of commissioners, 
there was much ado about 
Heyliger’s possible defection to 
join the National Alliance, due to 
disagreements with his party. 

Continued on page 7 


Suspected juvenile Rules' 
held in Canada, France, USA 


PHILIPSBURG—In less than 
three months at least three young 
men from the local community 
have been detained at interna¬ 
tional airports in France, Canada 
and the United States with large 
quantities of drugs and thousands 
of dollars they were smuggling for 
suspected drug dealers. 

“There are persons on the island 
who are using juveniles to smuggle 
drugs and large quantities of 
money into several countries and 
they are being arrested in interna¬ 
tional airports all over,” police 
spokesman Geronimo Juliet said 
in a statement Wednesday. 


“These children are being prom¬ 
ised (that they would be given) 
money by the person who they are 
to deliver the packages to, but they 
are being tricked,” Juliet added. 
He said once the youngsters made 
the deliveries they ended up re¬ 
turning to the island to the person 
who had sent them in the first 
place, only to be asked, “They 
didn’t pay you?” 

After being given the impression 
that the person at the next stop has 
to make the payment, they are 
asked to take another package 


Suspected juvenile 
gang members held 


Continued on page 4 


PHILIPSBURG—Police have 
closed in on a “juvenile gang” sus¬ 
pected to be armed robbers and 
have detained two girls and two 
boys ages fourteen to nineteen, 
after finding compelling evidence 
that the group robbed and terror¬ 
ized several businesses on the 
Dutch and French sides of the is¬ 
land for several months. 

The group is being accused of 
eating at restaurants in Marigot 
and on the Dutch side without 
paying and of robbing several indi¬ 
viduals and businesses on both 
sides of the island with knives and 
guns. 


Now two youngsters suspected of 
being members of the gang are on 
the run from the police after learn¬ 
ing that their friends have been 
detained. 

Police on the French and Dutch 
sides are apparently teaming up in 
an effort to bring the remainder of 

Continued on page 7 
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WEATHER 


Today: Partly cloudy and warm. 

Winds: Mainly Easterly, 10 to 20 miles per hour. 

Sea conditions: Moderate to choppy. 

Wind force: 3 to 5, occasionally 6. 

Waves: 2 to 5 feet. 

Swells: Easterly, 2 to 6 feet, locally 7 feet. 

Barometric pressure: Near normal. 

Barometric tendency: Falling slightly. 

Forecast high: 32°C 90°F 
Forecast low: 25°C 77°F 
SYNOPSIS: 

The Atlantic ridge of high pressure continues to dominate the weather 
across the Northeastern Caribbean, producing a moderate to fresh East¬ 
erly air flow. Otherwise, a low level vortex located yesterday near 55 
degrees West was moving Westward and affected our local weather during 
the afternoon and evening, inducing a few isolated brief showers. The rest 
of the week looks dry with no significant shower activity. The next signifi¬ 
cant tropical wave will be in the Eastern Caribbean by the weekend. 
HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None. 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 

A very weak tropical wave located yesterday along 61 degrees West and 
South of 17 degrees North was moving Westward about 15 to 20 miles per 
hour. 

A poorly defined tropical wave located yesterday along 38 degrees West 
and South of 17 degrees North was moving Westward about 10 to 15 miles 
per hour. 

A well defined tropical wave located yesterday along 21 degrees West and 
South of 17 degrees North was moving Westward about 15 miles per hour, 
accompanied by scattered showers. A 1013 Mb low was located along 9 
degrees North and satellite images showed good low level rotation. The 
Meteorological Service will watch this system as it progresses Westward. 

Outlook until Friday midday: Partly cloudy and warm. 

Rainfall probability: Less than 20 per cent. 

Rainfall potential: Locally, 1 to 2 mm. 


Sunrise: 5:40am; Sunset: 6:52pm. 



SMART PLAY 

SXM DAILY NUMBERS 

CURAQAO 
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02565 

no 
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80736 
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All’s well that ends well? 

After all the political commotion of the last few days, things appear fairly 
back to normal. Theo Heyliger was elected into the Executive Council by 
the newly installed Island Council, ending speculation that he would 
break with the Democratic Party and either send it into the opposition or 
force it to work with another party (PPA). 

That it did not come to that is because he realized that making the future 
leadership of the party an issue during the election campaign was indeed 
“a mistake.” A mistake for which he obviously paid both in terms of 
personal votes and having to accept the loss of at least one item, reportedly 
GEBE. 

All’s well that ends well, some would say, but is it really? The entire affair 
has undoubtedly had an effect on the unity within the DP’s upper 
echelons, as well as among its supporters, which could have consequences 
in the near future for not just the party, but government as well. That 
comes after the past governing term had already seen its share of 
infighting within the Executive Council, notably in the GEBE/Intaquin 
saga. 

If Theo is indeed forced to give up GEBE that could change, of course, but 
it will be interesting to see who gets it instead. Some may see this 
development as an indirect choice for Intaquin, whereby Roy Marlin 
would now be more free to execute the deal he brokered with the Dutch 
firm, not having Theo there to rally the GEBE troops against it. 

But there is no real indication that party leader Sarah Wescott-Williams 
has already made such a choice. It is more likely that the move is intended 
to prevent the kind of public conflict within government and the party that 
has been hurting the image of both, as she herself has admitted. In other 
words, to close the ranks and try to resolve any differences internally. 

If that will work remains to be seen. In any case, Sarah has solidified her 
position as party and Government Leader, by dealing with a perceived 
threat to her authority in a decisive manner. The question is for how long. 


Iwww-thedailyherald.com ^ 
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^CRUISE SHIPS IN PORT TODAY 


Vessel Arrival Departure Agent 

Pacific 8:00 20:00 S.E.L. Maduro SSons 


ST. MAARTEN 


POLICE STATION 
Philipsburg tel. 542-2222 
HOT LINE 108 
EMERGENCY 111 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Tel. 542-6001 or 120 
HOSPITAL 

Medical Center, Cay Hill 
24-hour Emergency Service 
tel. 543-1111 
AMBULANCE 
Philipsburg tel. 542-2111 
Red Cross Building: 545-5263 
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES 
For medical emergencies the doctors 
on call can be reached outside clinic 
hours. Patients of Dr. Bouman, Dr. 
Bryson, Dr. Bus, Dr. Hermanides, Dr. 
Knol, Dr. Mercuur, Dr. Scheffers and Dr. 
Spencer, please call tel. 577010. Pa¬ 
tients of Dr. Datema, Dr. Foeken, Dr. 
Herles, Dr. van Osch and Dr. Tjaden, 
please call tel. 577007. Patients of Dr. 
van der Waag, please call 570444.Pa- 
tients of Dr. Abadjeff, Dr. Dennaoui and 
Dr. Gumbs should contact their own 

ANIMAL AMBULANCE TEAM 542- 


0600 

TELEPHONE INFO 

Tel-em: 542-2211 
E. Caribbean Cellular: 542-4100 
Weather Info: 123 
ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE 
W.G. Buncamper road, Vineyard 
Building, tel. 542-2337, fax. 542-2734 
ST MAARTEN ZOO 
Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030 
Open daily 10 am-6 pm. 
October-March 9 am - 5 pm. 
Admission residents: Adults: $5, kids 
$3. Non-residents: $10/$5. 

Cole Bay Community Council: meet¬ 
ing 1 st. Thursday of month atSun Flower 
Kinder Garten School, Union Rd. Cole 
Bay at 7:30pm 
SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Divi Little Bay 
Beach Resort, every Wednesday at 
noon. Rotary Mid Isle meets every Tues- 
day 6-8pm, The Dali Surf & Turf Restau¬ 
rant, Maho Plaza,2nd level. 

LIONS meeting at the Upper Princess 
Quarter Community Centre Lions Den 
in Sucker Garden every 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m. 
ST.MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting at 


Agenda St Maarten / 


Jubilee Library 1st, 3rd Friday every 
month at 6:30 p.m. 

KIWANIS meets at Wifol Building on 
Thursday each month at 7.30pm. 
Kiwanis Key Club of the St. Maarten 
Academy meeting at the St. Maarten 
Academy every Friday at 1.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Mon¬ 
day 7:00pm Holland House 
JAYCEES meeting at the WIFOL Build¬ 
ing every last Thursday of the month 8 

STMARTIN MUSEUM 

Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917 
Opening hours from March 1 st: 
Monday - Friday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. -12 noon 
Sundays: closed. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
in the R.C. Fellowship Hall (Philipsburg) 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday, 6pm, Red 
Cross, Airport Road. Saturday and Sun¬ 
day at Mullet Bay beach next to restau¬ 
rant at 8.30am. Tel. 571271 (day) 544- 
3203 (evening) 

AIDS COORDINATOR Shannavan Eer 
tel 5422079 Health Department, e-mail: 


NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN 

Great Bay Marina, Office Unit #3 P0B 863, 
Philipsburg. Tel. 542-0267, Fax. 5420268.Email: 


PHILIPSBURG JUBILEE LIBRARY 


Ch.EW.Vogestr. 12, Tel. 542-2970. 

Open: Mo: 4-6.30, Tu: 9-12.30/4-9, We/Fri: 9- 
12.30/4-6.30, Th: 49, Sa: 10-1. 

WOMENS DESK, Frontstreet 141 (opposite 
Tel-Ce(. Monday - Friday 9am-5pm. Tel: 542- 
7940, Fax: 542-7941. 

E-mail: womensdesk@sintmaarten.net 
SAFE HAVEN, providing shelter and support to 
victims of family violence. P0B 636; Tel: 333. 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, EC. Richardson street 
11-b; Tel. 542-1000/542-1008; Fax: 542-1001 
FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL, POBox 
803, Philipsburg. Tel: (00590) 879989. Fax: 


Coastguard NA&A (24hrs) 113 
THE ST. MAARTEN RED CROSS, (24hrs), 
#34 Airport Road Smpson Bay, Tel. 54-55263/ 
52304, Fax. 54-52333. 

Email: redcross@sintmaarten.net. 
SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay 
POBox5184 Tel/fax:5445424 cell:5477353 Sun 
9:00am, Tue 7:00pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thu 
7:00pm, Sat 4:00pm 

ST.MAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds their general 
monthly meetings every third Monday at the 
Delta Hotel at 7:00 pm. 

DIABETES INFORMATION CENTER, A.Th. 
Illidge Road (behind Desktop/Napa building) 
Free blood-glucose testing every Thursday 


St. Martin 

from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

USO St. Maarten/St. Martin (USA militairy), 
contact Janet Lambert 5577616 or 00590 590 

SKALCLUB ST. MAARTEN/ST. MARTIN meets 
1st Tuesday of the month. For location call: 
5424432 (Jennifer). 



POLICE MUNICIPALE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.04 

GENDARMERIE 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.10 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.08 

AMBULANCE 

Office tel. (00590) 590 87.74.14 
Home tel. (00590) 590 87.72.00 
HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 87.87.67 
DISPENSAIRE Marigot 
8 a.m. - 3p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.50.93 
DISPENSAIRE Orieans 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.37.21 
C.R.O.S.S. (Center, Research, Organi¬ 
zation, Rescue, Security) is on stand by 
24 hours at 0596 709292. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

ROTARY meeting at Flamboyant Ho¬ 
tel, Baie Nettle every Thursday at 8 p.m. 
LIONS First and third Tuesday at 
Nadaillac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m. 
KIWANIS: See St. Maarten. 

MUSEUM ST. MARTIN 
Facing the grand parking at Marina 
Royale - Marigot. Open from 9 am-1 pm/ 
3pm- 7 pm, tel. (00590) 590 29.22.84. 
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Islands 


Workers being briefed at the police station before intensifying their action yesterday. 

BZV card holders down tools 

- Airport, federal receivers, tax office, prison affected - 


PHILIPSBURG—An esti¬ 
mated 100 Bureau for 
Health Insurance BZV card 
holders from several key 
government departments 
downed tools Wednesday to 
protest the refusal of their 
guarantee cards by St. 
Maarten Medical Center. 

The industrial action, 
which began as early as 
7:30am, affected the Fed¬ 
eral Receiver’s Office, which 
was shut all day, along with 
the Inspectorate of Taxes. 
The Immigration windows 
at the police station were 
unmanned and closed and 
skeleton staffs were operat¬ 
ing at the Immigration 
booths at Princess Juliana 
International Airport and 
the Pointe Blanche Prison. 

While members of the pub¬ 
lic were turned away from 
some of these departments, 
the real impact of the indus¬ 
trial action could not be as¬ 
certained last night. 

The workers began their 
action in front of the police 
station early yesterday. They 
were later joined by a spe¬ 
cial committee and Wind¬ 
ward Islands Civil Servants 
Union (WICSU) Vice Presi¬ 
dent William Reed, who 


both supported the need for 
the workers to “maintain” 
their “action” as this was “the 
only way we will get results. ” 

The workers pledged to 
step up their action today 
and plan on calling out pen¬ 
sioners, who are also af¬ 
fected by the ban, in the 
struggle. 

Shortly before the swear¬ 
ing-in of the new Island 
Council at 10:00am yester¬ 
day, the crowd, which grew 
moderately, marched to the 
Government Administra¬ 
tion Building where it re¬ 
mained until early in the af¬ 
ternoon. 

The strikers then met with 
their union officials to de¬ 
termine their plan of action 
for today. The workers were 
advised to put together plac¬ 
ards and told to be on high 
alert to be called to any loca¬ 
tion to intensify their efforts 
if deemed necessary. 

The workers all expressed 
frustration with having de¬ 
ductions made from their 
salaries and not being able 
to use their guarantee cards. 
One worker had told his col¬ 
leagues on Tuesday that his 
son had been involved in an 
accident where his hands 


Pickpocket caught 


were almost severed and yet 
he was denied medical at¬ 
tention when he presented 
his card. “It’s when you’re in 
the fire that you feel the 
heat,” he said. 

Reed told The Daily Her¬ 
ald efforts had been made to 
contact BZV officials on the 
matter, but up to press time 
were unsuccessful. A letter 
was also dispatched to Lt. 
Governor Franklyn 
Richards informing him of 
the industrial action and the 
reasons it was being taken. 
Today the strikers will begin 
their action at the WICSU 
office. 

The members of the spe¬ 
cial committee that was es¬ 
tablished to oversee the in¬ 
dustrial action are Laurence 
Blijden of the police force, 
who heads the committee, 
R. Eugenio Mauricia of the 
police force, Omaira Gario 
of the prison staff, Abraham 
Christian of the Federal 
Receiver’s Office and Gloria 
Brown of the Inspectorate 
of Taxes. 

SMMC took BZV to court 
to pressure the insurance 
bureau to pay up almost 
NAf. 400,000 in outstanding 
bills dating back to 2002. The 
matter is now in court and 
the judge is expected to give 
his verdict on Friday. 


Holiday calls SMMC 
actions irresponsible 


PHILIPSBURG—While 
skepticism and complaints 
reached The Daily Herald of 
incidents in which the inter¬ 
vention of police was non-ex¬ 
istent, Police Chief Commis¬ 
sioner Derrick Holiday stated, 
“A skeleton staff of police 
officers has been put in place 
during the hours when the 
members of the union are in 
their meetings to curtail these 
eventualities.” 

Holiday called the actions of 
St. Maarten Medical Center 
(SMMC) in refusing to ac¬ 
cept police officers’ BZV 
cards “Irresponsible manage- 

He said the national security 
of St. Maarten was scary based 
on the present situation. 
“They should not jeopardize 
the civil service corps, espe¬ 
cially those who have been 
paying. However, we will con¬ 
tinue to give service to the 
public,” Holiday said yester¬ 
day. 

When told of reports that 
there had been two accidents 
in which persons contacted 
the police station only to be 
told that police would not be 
attending to their accidents, 
Holiday said, “I sincerely 
apologize for the inconve¬ 
nience that the action of the 
police has caused. 

“However, we are still very 
much at work. During the 
times that the union meets 
there will be a small staff on 
duty until the matter is re¬ 
solved. They only took two 
hours on Wednesday and I 
have to wait until tomorrow 
to see what they will be doing 
next.” 

He stated, “I think that Gov¬ 
ernment and the medical cen¬ 
ter should sit down and work 
things out so that the police 
and other civil servants can 
get their jobs done.” 

His contention is that offic¬ 
ers and other civil servants do 
not have the necessary funds 
to pay for their medical care 
in the event of an accident 
while on duty. In addition, he 
said the police did not owe 


anyone, since the money was 
being taken from the officers’ 
salaries, so it was only right 
that they be given the medical 
care they expect. 

According to Holiday, the 
union met only for one hour 
on Monday, during which time 
it was agreed that there would 
be a small staff on duty to 
handle any issues that arise. 

“I am one that is never in 
favour of police officers going 
on strike, but I have to agree 
with them, because the posi¬ 


tion that the Government and 
the hospital have put police 
officers in is not a very good 
one,” said Holiday. 

He asked, “How could a hos¬ 
pital refuse a paying civil ser¬ 
vice corps, like the police, 
medical attention?” He has 
spoken to the head of the 
union and has been assured 
that there will be a skeleton 
staff on duty each time there 
is a meeting that occupies the 
time of the majority of the 
staff. 


Commotion over 
new tax forms 

WILLEMSTAD—The new 
tax filing forms are the cause 
of quite some commotion 
among entrepreneurs and 
tax consultants in Curasao. 

The main complaint: The 

TelEm to honour 
employees Friday 

PHILIPSBURG—The St. 

Maarten Telephone TelEm 
Group of Companies will 
honour several of its long- 
serving employees during a 
reception at Port de Plaisance 
on Friday from 6:30pm. 

Divina LaBega, Ivan 
Davelaar, Clemenceau 
Fleming and Lourdes 
Benders-Peters will be pre¬ 
sented with awards and cer¬ 
tificates for working with the 
company for 25 years, while 
Franklyn Carty and Wilfred 
Richardson will be honoured 
for giving 20 years of service. 

Six employees will also re¬ 
ceive awards for being with 
the company for 10 years and 
11 with awards for serving for 
5 years. The awards will be 
presented by Human Re¬ 
sources personnel Carmita 
Brooks and Suraj Ramdas. 

TelEm President Director 
Dennis Richardson will also 
give the workers a pep talk. 


form is too complicated and 
impossible to fill in without 
expert help. 

The new revenue tax form 
issued last week by the Tax 
Department came as a sur¬ 
prise, because such changes 
would usually have been dis¬ 
cussed with private sector 
tax consultants prior to 
implementation. 

The new form is double the 
volume of the old one and 
includes extensive explana¬ 
tory additions. It is drawing 
many complaints from the 
business world, especially 
among the small and micro¬ 
entrepreneurs, who com¬ 
prise a majority in Curasao 
and the other islands. 

Filling in the form is going 
to be a major, time-consum¬ 
ing exercise and virtually 
impossible without expert 
help, leading to higher cost. 


PHILIPSBURG —A 
woman was detained on 
Monday, June 30, after she 
was caught with her hands 
on an envelope which was at 
the time tucked away in an 
elderly woman’s purse. 

Authorities say the suspect 
tried to steal what appeared 
to be money from the purse 
while the owner of the purse 
was trying to get assistance 
in a store. 

Police spokesman 
Geronimo Juliet has issued 
an advisory to the public in 
which he states, “When en¬ 
tering busy establishments, 


ensure that your personal 
belongings are securely 
stored on your person with 
your full attention at all 
times. Ensure that shoulder 
bags are closed securely at 
all times. Do not leave bag¬ 
gage unattended and always 
try to take along copies of 
documents that you feel are 
necessary to have with you.” 

He said the problem was 
not major, although it did 
exist, and warned that the 
only way to safeguard against 
becoming a victim of a pick¬ 
pocket was by exercising cau¬ 
tion. 













4 Islands 



Incoming Saba Government (from left): Commissioner Will Johnson (WIPM), Lucia 
Woods (SUDP council member), Lt. Governor Antoine Solagnier, Commissioner Lisa 
Hassell (WIPM), Rolando Wilson (WIPM council member) and Steve Hassell (SUDP 
council member). 


Swearing-in ceremony 
in Saba well attended 


SABA—The swearing-in cer¬ 
emony of the new Island Gov¬ 
ernment of Saba at the Ad¬ 
ministration building in The 
Bottom was a well attended 
event, Lt. Governor Antoine 
Solagnier told The Daily Her¬ 
ald last night. 

He said acting Island Secre¬ 
tary Amorella Granger had 
also taken part in the cer¬ 
emony, which started with the 
singing of the Saba Anthem 
and an invocation by Rev. 
Father Hodge of the Angli¬ 
can Church. 

The new island Council com¬ 
prises WIPM Commissioners 
Lisa Hassell and William 
Stanley Johnson, WIPM 
council member Rolando 
Ricardo Wilson, and SUDP 
council members Ulric Steve 
Hassell and Lucia Jacintha 
Woods. 

Hassell and Johnson were 
elected in a secret ballot that 
had a 3-2 outcome. Rolando 
Wilson was elected Chairman 
of the Domestic Committee 
in a 4-1 ballot and Lisa Hassell 
was chosen Vice Chairman of 
the Committee with three 


Solagnier said Johnson and 
Hassell had thrown some 
swipes at each other over the 
“green card” issue that was 
brought up through a WIPM 
motion questioning Steve’s 
USA residency and loyalty to 
the Saba cause. 

Solagnier said he would carry 
out the motion in the sense 
that he would inform the US A 
consul, who will shortly be vis¬ 
iting Saba, that Steve Hassell 
is a Saba resident. 

Solagnier said Hassell had 
given a positive speech and 
Commissioner Johnson had 
indicated that he might not sit 
out the full four-year period, 
but pave the way for a new, 
young commissioner. 

WIPM has promised to come 
up with a so-called vision 
document or party 
programme within a few 
weeks. Solagnier said this 
document would be compiled 
by Dave Levenstone from 
wish lists to be supplied by the 
members who were on the 
WIPM slate for the Island 
Council elections. It will serve 


as the basis for a governing 
programme for the coming 
four years. 

Fire salety advice 
issuedforpaients 

PHILIPSBURG—Authori¬ 
ties of the local Fire Depart¬ 
ment have issued an advisory 
to the general public for the 
upcoming summer vacation, 
with the suggestion that an 
extra ounce of precaution be 
taken, particularly by parents 
in homes which children 
would occupy during the sum¬ 
mer. 

In light of the recent fires 
caused by children, Fire De¬ 
partment officials say they 
have embarked on a campaign 
in which they will be entering 
several campsites and giving 
safety tips and warnings to 
both parents and children on 
the dangers of fires. 

Senior Fire Officer Marco 
London told The Daily Her¬ 
ald, “It is important that chil¬ 
dren be made aware of the 
dangers of fire. What is also a 
good idea is that you show 
them the dangers of fire as is 
seen in the newspapers.” 

He said, “We have already 
had at least 100 children from 
the Jolly Dwarf School com¬ 
ing to us and getting tips on 
fire safety. Put away candles 
and gas stove lighters, so that 
they are not within reach of 
children.” 

He recalled two fires, one in 
St. Peters and the other in 
South Reward, that had been 
started by children playing 
with matches under their beds. 

“Parents have to take the 
time out and put away the 
matches and lighters and 
other items that are flam¬ 
mable from their children and 
make sure that they are su¬ 
pervised at all times,” said 
London. 

According to him, summer¬ 
time is the period when chil¬ 
dren roam the streets and are 
at home most of the time. 
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New Island Council 


eryone who had supported 
them in their quest for of¬ 
fice. 

William Marlin 

With the departure of 
former Island Councilman 
Vance James, Marlin is now 
the longest-serving member 
of the council. This is his 
fifth term. He pledged to 
continue representing all the 
people of the island. 

Marlin warned the people 
to prepared to face hard 
times because of the island’s 
financial position, which the 
ruling Democratic Party has 
announced to be stable. He 
said quite possibly in D ecem- 
ber government would not 
be about to pay Christmas 
bonuses, while cuts in civil 
servants’ salaries and other 
austerity measures aimed at 
managing the financial crisis 
were looming. 

From party stances, the 
National Alliance Leader 
said the PPA and his party 
would surely find common 
ground on issues. 

Frans Richardson 

Richardson expressed his 
intention to serve the people 
of the island by listening to 
their concerns and making a 
contribution. 

He said there were a num¬ 
ber of decisions to be taken 
by the new government to 
better the lives of the people 
in the area of health care, 
education, business, environ¬ 
ment, sports, zoning, support 
for volunteers and concen¬ 
tration on making stay-over 
tourism grow. 

Gracita Arrindell 

Political differences must 
be put aside and together 
the council has to work in 
the interest and for the bet¬ 
terment of island and its 
people. She and her party 
are willing to “explore any 
coalition or options” on is¬ 
sues that will best serve the 
people. She also pledged to 
support programmes pre¬ 
sented in the council that 
support the people. 

Arrindell called for the 
three parties in the council 
to work together and resist 
the selling of the “people’s 
patrimony.” The new Island 
Councilwoman stated that a 
clear indication of the Ex¬ 
ecutive and Island Council 
roles was necessary so the 
people could better under¬ 
stand the working of each. 

George Pantophlet 

Pantophlet urged the coun¬ 
cil members not “to play 
games” with the people’s in¬ 
terest. “The Island Council 
is not a place for games. 
Don’t play with the people’s 
patrimony.” The input of 


every member is needed to 
achieve success for the 
people, he stated, and people 
need to be able to trust their 
government. 

Hyacinth Richardson 

Richardson plans to bring 
recommendations and solu¬ 
tions to the floor of the coun¬ 
cil in the interest of the is¬ 
lands. He stated that 
progress could not be 
achieved if the government 
continued to vote against 
opposition motions pre¬ 
sented with the interest of 
the people at heart. 

The business community 
needs reassurance to encour¬ 
age it to reinvest in St. 
Maarten, he stated, whilst 
urging the government mem¬ 
bers to stop fighting amongst 
themselves and get on with 
the people’s business. 

Maria Buncamper-Molanus 

Serving in the council for 
the second time, 
Buncamper- Molanus said it 
was time to govern. She 
called on the senior mem¬ 
bers of the council to set the 
example for new members. 
Whilst saying this, she chided 
Marlin for promoting “doom 
and gloom” in his address 
instead of outlining his plans 
for the coming term. 

The councilwoman intends 
to further champion election 
reform and present a de¬ 
tailed proposal on the intro¬ 
duction of electronic voting 
in time for the 2007 election. 

On the topic of voting in 
the council, Buncamper- 
Molanus intends to vote as 
her conscience dictates. 

Roy Marlin 

Members of the council 
need to let common sense 
prevail at all times above self 
interest, Commissioner Mar¬ 
lin stated. “If you want to 
make a difference, be your¬ 
self,” he urged the new mem¬ 
bers of the council. 

He called on the press to be 
constructive in presenting 
the news to the people, be¬ 
cause the media play impor¬ 
tant part in the process be¬ 
tween government and 
people. 

Franklin Meyers 

Meyers said there were dif¬ 
ficult days ahead, but a gov¬ 
ernment with the support of 
the people would be able to 
weather the tough times. He 
said the people had to real¬ 
ize the solution to all of their 
problems wasn’t at the door 
of the government building. 
The people also have to take 
up the responsibility for 
something happening in so¬ 
ciety. 

On the constitutional sta¬ 
tus of the island, Meyers said 


it was time the word inde¬ 
pendence be added to the 
people’s vocabulary. The 
constitutional future of the 
island does not lie with the 
Dutch Government, but with 
the people, he said, alluding 
to Dutch Minister Thom de 
Graaf s unwillingness to talk 
constitutional changes with 
the island. 

Louie Laveist 

Laveist, who is serving for 
the first time as a commis¬ 
sioner, said the business of 
the people needed to be 
taken care of and this was a 
task of which the new Execu¬ 
tive Council was capable. He 
told his fellow Executive 
Council and party members 
that a number of persons 
were “banking on this gov¬ 
ernment failing and it is up 
to you if you are going to give 
them that satisfaction.” 

Theo Heyliger 

Heyliger called on his fel¬ 
low council members to work 
on solutions and not only on 
bringing down the proposals 
presented on the floor of the 
Island Council. 

He is looking forward to 
working with the members 
of the council, especially the 
ones who are sitting for the 
first time. 

Sarah Wescott-Williams 

Reflecting on her years in 
the political arena, Wescott- 
Williams said government 
was in a constant transition 
to adjust to the changing 
times and attitudes. “We are 
a nation in progress. We are 
growing and evolving.” 

She said the people had sent 
a clear message in the May 
23 election in which they re¬ 
jected party politics and nag¬ 
ging old political ideas. The 
thin majority given to her 
party by the people will serve 
to make the council work 
hard to carry out the people’s 
business. 


Mules 


Continued from page 1. 

(overseas) to the person who 
they are again told will be pay¬ 
ing them. 

The discovery of this crimi¬ 
nal network has prompted the 
police to launch a campaign 
to encourage parents to keep 
track of who their children’s 
friends are. Authorities say 
these youngsters are at risk of 
being killed once their useful¬ 
ness has expired, as there is 
usually no easy way out of the 
operation once you start. 
“Parents have to be very care¬ 
ful about whom their kids as¬ 
sociate with and the children 
on this island have to open 
their eyes and realize the dan¬ 
ger these so-called friends are 
putting them in,” Juliet said. 
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Lt. Governor warns about 
possible higher supervision 

PHILIPSBURG—Failure mature functioning of a de- troduction to Government.” tion of functions, activities 
to embrace sweeping mocracy, wherein it is ex- He said a bottom-up ap- and interests that are not 
changes aimed at adequately pected that government proach should be imple- compatible with the func- 
resolving St. Maarten’s li- earns the trust and respect mented wherever possible, tion of commissioner. 


quidity problem and its fi- of its citizens.” 


through initiatives like the He noted, however, that the 


nancial predicament will re- He admonished the mem- Community Feedback opportunity to deal with the 
suit in “p ainf ul measures” bers to subscribe to the fun- Project, timely dialogue with problem had been lost by 
having to be taken, Lt. Gov- damental characteristics of the public, private and so- the previous Island Council 
ernor Franklyn Richards good governance. Members cial sectors, taking the con- when it did not handle the 
told the new members of the must acquaint themselves cerns of the community into Code of Conduct. “Allow me 
Island Council at yesterday’s with the laws of the land and consideration in various to strongly suggest that this 


swearing-in ceremony. 


the sentiments of the com- matters. 


Island Council look into this 


In his address to the Island munity prior to deciding on The rights of the people; proposal and introduce this 
Council shortly after the five issues to be debated in the responsibility and rules of Code of Conduct for imple- 
new members and the six re- council, Richards advised, government/citizens rela- mentation before the end of 
elected members were sworn As a helping tool, he pre- tionship; integrity; imple- this governing period,” he 

in yesterday, Richards also pared a guide map for the mentation of sound finan- said, 
alluded to the possibility of council consisting of a copy cial, economic, social and The governor also listed 
higher supervision being of the Islands Regulation of welfare policies; transpar- several areas needing the 
imposed to resolve the the Netherlands Antilles ency in decision-making; re- immediate attention of the 
PHILIPSBURG—Perry ficer Chris Tihanyi said he island’s dire financial situa- ERNA, Rules of Order of spect for authority; and the council, including the dis- 
Reed productions will host appreciated this generous tion. the Island Council, copies Rule of Law and account- mission about ultra-periph- 

a Children’s Dance Compe- gesture very much. He added “Measures would have to of the gentleman’s agree- ability [or all actions taken eral status for the Antilles 

tition on Sunday. The event that Hurricane Protection be taken that may be pain- ment on conduct in the conn- should be considered by the and a memorandum of un¬ 
is a fund-raiser for Multi- (HP) would support MPO M, though gainful, and that cil, the financial protocol council derstanding ready to be 

Purpose Organisation’s by donating one per cent of may not be understood by between the Island and Cen- 


Reed, Hurricane Protection 
support home for children 


Richards noted that in pur- signed by both sides of the 


(MPO’s) new home for chil- its gross sales for the next 12 all, but are essential in ad- tral Governments, proposal suit of good governance, his island which has as its objec- 


equately resolving our li- for structural adjustment, office had taken the initia- tive the intensifying of areas 

HP* Managing Director quidity situation and our fi- financial audit of govern- tive and had drafted a Code of cooperation. (See text of 

haTaiscrpledgedsupportto Martin Court said HP had nancial predicament,” ment-owned companies and of Conduct to help in pre- the governor’s address in the 

- -- - - Richards said. Louie Duzanson’s book “In- venting undesirable Integra- opinion section). 

The acute financial posi- 
The IV2 hour dance com- Foundation was fighting for t ’ on °f government, which 

has to be resolved soon, 
should come as no surprise 
to anyone, he added. 

He said the people trusted 
that the Island Council 


dren in need. 

Hurricane Protection (HP) 


petition will take place at a worthy cause. “I encour 
the Philipsburg Cultural age all small business own 
Center on Back Street start- ers to follow this example 


ing at 6:00pm. 


This type of corporate in 
Reed told The Daily Her- volvement in necessary com- 
ald Wednesday that young munity efforts takes a huge W0ldd champion their gen- 
dancers from Curasao would load off the local govern- ***** * “ TI ” 

compete with St. Maarten ment,” Court said. 


eral interest at all times. He 
continued: “Proper gover¬ 
nance is necessary for the 


Seventh Day Adventists 
celebrate anniversary 


dancers in the age group of 
12 and under. 

He said some 50 people 
from Curasao, including 
teachers, parents and sup¬ 
porters, would fly to St. PHILIPSBURG—The what Daniel presented. 
Maarten for the competi- Ephesus Seventh Day The anniversary celebra- 
tlon ’ . Adventist Church in Belve- tion culminated with a grand 

The young dancers will dere ce i e brated its 10th an- gospel concert featuring 
have to perform three Car- niversar y 0vert h ep astweek- choirs and groups of the Sev- 
lbbean dances - Salsa, Me- en( j with Pastor Dr. Vincent enth Day Adventist churches 
rengue and Bachata, orga- j) av i d giving the youth an as well as other denomina- 
mzer Reed said. He said pro- encourag ing word on Friday tions on the island, 
fessional dancers and dance night The pastor and members 

instructors Rubin and China, According to a release from of Ephesus Seventh Day 
who have won many awards the churchj “Evangelist Pas- Adventist Church expressed 
locally and abroad, would torRooseve l t Daniel had the their sincere appreciation to 
be on the jury. congregation captivated on the many persons and busi- 

Reed as his own music Saturday for the divining nesses within the commu- 
and culture programme on hour with his sermon on thc n i ty w h 0 contributed in one 
St. Maarten Cable TV Chan- educat i 0 nal experience.” way or another to making 
nel 15 and has organized The release said the congre- their 10th anniversary cel- 
various dance competitions, gation had been awed by Nation memorable, 
but this is the first time he 
has set up a dance competi¬ 
tion for the youth. 

The proceeds of the event 
will go to the new MPO 
home for children in need, 

Perry said. 

MPO Public Relations Of- 
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AGENDA 


ST. EUSTATIUS 
Police Station 182333 
Emergency 111 
Hot Line 108 
Fire Department 120 
Hospital 182211/182371 
Landsradio 182210 
Post Office 182207 
St. Eustatius Historical 
Foundation Museum 182288 
Winair Office 182362 
Lions Club meets every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday at the 
“Den” next to the Airport 
Drug Prevention Foundation 
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm 
at the Golden Era Hotel. 
Coastguard NA&A 113 

SABA 

Police Station 

The Bottom, tel. 4163237 
Emergency 111/112 
Hospital 

The Bottom, tel. 4163288/4163289 

Fire Department Airport 

Flat Point tel. 4162210 
SATEL 

The Bottom, tel. 4163211 

WINAIR, Airport 

Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713 

Taxi Service Airport 

Flat Point, tel. 160 

Administration Building 

The Bottom, tel. 4163311/ 

4163312/4163313 

Tourist Office 

Windwardside, tel. 4162231 

Harbour Office 

Fort Bay, tel. 4163294 

Saba Marine Park 

Fort Bay, tel. 4163295 

Nature & Hike Guide 

James Johnson 

The Bottom, tel. 4163307 

Service Club 

Saba Lions Club general meeting 
every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 8:00 
p.m. at Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 

Coastguard NA&A 113 
Red Cross 

General meeting every last Mon¬ 
day, 6 p.m, Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 

ANGUILLA 
EMERGENCY 
Police 911 
Fire 911 
Ambulance 911 
Police Station 497 2333 
Hospital 497 2551 
Dental clinic 497 2343 
Radio Anguilla 497 2218 
Tourism Department 497 2759 
Crimestoppers 0800 7777777 
AIRLINES 

American Eagle 497 3501 

Winair 497 2748 

Liat 497 5000 

Tyden Air 497 2719 

Air Anguilla 497 2643 

Trans Anguilla 497 8690 

COURIER SERVICE 

DHL 497 3400 

Federal Express 497 2719 

UPS 497 2239 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Rotary Club of Anguilla 

Roy's Restaurant 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 

p.m. Every Thursday. 

Soroptimist International 

Day Care Centre 

4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday 

in each month Tel: 497 3509 

Lions Club 

The Valley Primary School 
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 8.00 p.m. 
Tel: 497 6259 

National Council of Women 

Arts and Craft Centre 
4.30 p.m. 1st Monday in month. 
Interact Club of Anguilla 
Meets every Friday at 3.15 p.m. 
at theAlbena Lake Hodge Com¬ 
prehensive School 
Alcoholic Anynomous meetings 
every Sunday at 8:30 am and 
Monday at 5:00 pm on Shoal 
Bay picnic area. 


Subscribe to 

PHONE 5425253 


Islands 
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Outgoing Island Government, with Lt. Governor Eugene Abdul and acting Island Secretary 
Anica Marsden sitting. Standing (from left): Franklin Brown and Clyde van Putten (both 
PLP), Ingrid Houtman-Whitfield (SEA), Roy Hooker and Julian Woodley (both DP Statia). 

New Statia Island 
Council sworn in 


ST. EUSTATIUS—Lt. 
Governor Eugene Abdul 
took the oaths from the new 
Island Council members on 
Tuesday, assisted by Acting 
Island Secretary Anica 
Marsden. 

The new Council consists 
of Democratic Party (DP) 
members Roy James 
Hooker, Frini Eveline 
Adelka Spanner and Julian 
Carlyle Woodley, and Pro¬ 


gressive Labour Party (PLP) 
members Clyde Ivan van 
Putten and Franklin An¬ 
thony Brown. Hooker and 
Spanner are the new Com¬ 
missioners. 

Currently a Senator, 
Woodley has been politically 
active since 1983 when he 
became an Island Council 
member for the DP. He will 
now start his sixth term in 
the Council. 


He was in the opposition 
1989-91 after DP member 
Neuman Pompier switched 
to the SEA party and again 
from June 1999 until Febru¬ 
ary 2002, when the DP joined 
the SEA party in a coalition 
government. Woodley will 
now start his sixth term in 
the Council. 

Hooker has been active in 
politics since 1998 and went 
into the Island Council in 
1999. He became a Com¬ 
missioner in February 2002 
with the SEA/DP coalition, 
which ended on July 1. 

Clyde van Putten has been 
a politician since 1982 and 
became an Island Council 
member on July 2,1995. He 
had two terms as member of 
the SEA party before start¬ 
ing a third term as faction 
leader of the PLP, which 
party will be in the Island 
Council for the first time. 
From 1999-2003 he served 
as chairman of the Domes¬ 
tic Committee and he was a 
Senator from 1998-2002. 

Spanner has been active in 
politics for 15years, support¬ 
ing the DP, and has worked 
at the Department of Physi¬ 
cal Planning & Develop¬ 
ment for the past 12 years. 

Brown was adviser to Van 
Putten 1998-2003 and was 
appointed commissioner for 
four months with the SEA/ 
PLP coalition from Septem¬ 
ber 2001 to February 2002. 

The Island Council said 
farewell to Ingrid Houtman- 
Whitfield and Roy Hooker 
as Commissioners and Louis 
Brown as an Island Council 
member and welcomed new¬ 
comer Spanner in a meeting 
on Monday. Houtman- 
Whitfield thanked all civil 
servants in the different de¬ 
partments she had worked 
with. 


Aankondiging 

Bij exploit van de 30ste juni 2003, heb ik, Ervin A. 
Arrindell, deurwaarder bij het Gerecht op Sint 
Maarten, gevolggevende aan een beschikking van de 
E.A. Heer Rechter in het Gerecht in Eerste Aanleg, 
zittingsplaats Sint Maarten, van de 23ste juni 2003, 
OPGEROEPEN: HARALD DEMMERLE, zonder bekende 
woon- of verblijfplaats binnen of buiten de 
Nederlandse Antillen, voor de terechtzitting van 
dinsdag de 18de november 2003, des voormiddags 
te 08:30 uur ten Raadhuize te Philipsburg, teneinde 
op de door JEAN-MARIE DUJARDIN gedomici lieerd 
op Sint Maarten in de Soualiga Building ten kantore 
van de advokaat mr. R.F. Gibson J r., tegen hem 
ingestelde vordering te antwoorden. 

De deurwaarder voornoemd, 

E.A. Arrindell 


Uuntan $c Unmfron 

Attorneys at Law 


NOTICE 

The trustee in the bankruptcy of the limited 
liability company POST PLUS ST. MAARTEN 
N.V. d.b.a. “POST PARCEL PLUS”, hereby 
wishes to inform all creditors that the list of final 
distribution in the aforementioned bankruptcy 
has been deposited at the Court House on 
Frontstreet, Philipsburg on St. Maarten on July 
1st, 2003. 

The list may be inspected gratuitously at the 
Court House during the period of ten (10) days 
starting from July 1st, 2003. 

The Trustee, 

Melinda N. Hoeve 

C.A. Cannegieterstreet #46, Philipsburg, 

St. Maarten, Tel. (599) 5437466/ 

Fax. (599) 5437468 


Girls Brigade 
gets donation 


ST. EUSTATIUS—Vice 
President of the Foundation 
Youth Association (FAJ) 
Vincent Pole presented a 
cheque for NAf. 1,000 to 
Captain Louise van Putten 
and 1st Lt. Alice Lopes of 
the St. Eustatius First Meth¬ 
odist Girls Brigade Com¬ 
pany. 

The donation will be used 
for a vacation Bible school 
July 7-11 for age group four 
years and up. 


Watching the presentation 
were Dennis Sprott, Meth¬ 
odist Minister Pastor Noelle 
Josiah and coordinator Ellis 
Woodley. 

Van Putten thanked Pole 
for the gift on behalf of the 
Girls Brigade company. 

Pole replied by saying he 
wished the youngsters all the 
best and was happy to be 
able to help the youth of 
Statia. 



Sprott, Edris Bennett (FAJ), 
Ellis Woodley and Louise van Putten receiving the cheque 
from Vincent Pole. 



Water tank at Gallows Bay under construction 


Two potable water tanks 
being placed in Statia 


ST. EUSTATIUS—Repre¬ 
sentatives of Tampa Tank 
Inc. are on the island install¬ 
ing aluminum tanks for po¬ 
table water as an addition to 
the new water plant at Gal¬ 
lows Bay. 

Billy Abbott and Richard 
Schlecht said they and sub¬ 
contractor Windward Roads 
would be completing the in¬ 
stallation of the tanks as soon 
as possible. 

The smaller of the two 
tanks will be located at Gal¬ 
lows Bay, the other in the 


Lodi area. The installation 
started in early June and the 
first tank is expected to be 
completed in four weeks. 

Tampa Tanks is also over¬ 
hauling the GEBE genera¬ 
tor, while Windward Roads 
is laying the pipes for the 
water plant. 

As soon as the two tanks 
are installed St. Eustatius 
will no longer be fully de¬ 
pendent on cisterns and as¬ 
sistance from Statia Oil Ter¬ 
minals. 
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Caribbean Sharks will host the American Iron 
and activities at Buccaneer Bar. (Robert Luckock photo) 


Freedom ride to benefit 
children's charities 


SIMPSON BAY—Carib¬ 
bean Sharks Motorcycle Club 
will be celebrating the US 
Independence Day festivities 
on July 4 along with every¬ 
one else, but also on Sunday, 
July 6, with its American Iron 
Freedom Ride around the 
island. 


PHILIPSBURG—The Na¬ 
tional Alliance (NA) hosted a 
reception for its members in 
the Island Council, families, 
friends, party supporters and 
the general public at Big Five 
Cafe after yesterday’s swear¬ 
ing-in ceremony. 

The reception was termed 
by the interim board of the 
party as in keeping with the 
objective of bringing govern¬ 
ment to the people. The Alli¬ 
ance nabbed four of the 11 
Island Council seats, one more 
than it had in the last council. 

Of the four members, three 
are newcomers to the council: 
Frans Richardson, Hyacinth 
Richardson and George 
Pantophlet. The fourth mem- 


The ride on Sunday is open 
to all vertical twin motor¬ 
cycles and the entry fee is 
$15. Fees collected will go 
exclusively towards Carib¬ 
bean Sharks charity projects. 

“One of the charity events 
we are working on right now 
is ‘Toys for Tots’ in Decem¬ 


ber is party leader William 
Marlin, who was the highest 
vote-getter in the May 23 Is¬ 
land Council election. 

Honoured at the reception 
were party stalwarts from its 
days as the St. Maarten Patri¬ 
otic Alliance (SPA) Edgar 
Lynch and Lenny Priest, who 
both served in the last Island 
Council. All party candidates 
from the election were also 
honoured. 

After the elections, the party 
announced widespread 
changes and an aggressive 
membership drive. An interim 
board was also appointed to 
see the party through its first 
congress, set for later this year. 


ber to benefit the island’s 
needy children,” noted club 
spokesman J ac Housewright. 
“That event will also coin¬ 
cide with a ‘Toy Ride’ around 
the island on the first Sunday 
in December.” 

This Sunday’s ride will de¬ 
part from Buccaneer Bar next 
to Indiana Restaurant on the 
road to Pelican Resort at 
12:30pm. Visitors wishing to 
join in the ride can rent a 
Harley Davidson from Su¬ 
per Bikes on Union Road. 
The ride will end back at 
Buccaneer Bar at 4:00pm 
when riders and followers will 
enjoy a big barbecue com¬ 
plete with pickled water¬ 
melon, Jello shots and other 
goodies. 

Most of the activities that 
made the Harley Davidson 
100th birthday bash at 
Waikiki Beach so successful 
will be held again at Bucca¬ 
neer Bar. (Robert Luckock) 


NA hosts reception 
for new members 


DP/Theo 


Continued from page 1. 


After party discussions that 
lasted into the wee hours of 
yesterday morning, Heyliger 
was elected a commissioner 
by his fellow party members. 

He admitted, in his address 
to the Island Council yester¬ 
day, “A mistake was made” 
when he thought about leav¬ 
ing his party and had talks 
with the other parties. 

The people come first and 
leaving the Democratic Party 
would hurt the people, he 
stated. The people gave the 
party a mandate to govern 
and this is what the party col¬ 
lectively has to work towards. 
Heyliger said God had helped 
to show him the path he must 
walk. 

In preparation for the pos¬ 
sible departure of Heyliger, 
party leader Sarah Wescott- 
Williams had approached 
People’s Progressive Alliance 
Leader Gracita Arrindell 
about the possibility of form¬ 
ing a coalition. Wescott-Wil- 
liams disclosed this in her 
speech to the Island Council. 

A government had to be 
formedbyyesterday, she said. 
The lives of many people and 
their families depended on it, 
so on a basis of trust, Arrindell 
was approached. “The people 
needed a government and I 
was not going to disappoint 
the people,” because govern¬ 
ing had to continue. 

National Alliance Leader 
William Marlin in his presen¬ 
tation to the council sought 
to clarify the “so-called horse 
trading” that he said was tak¬ 
ing place. He disclosed that 
his party had been ap¬ 
proached by “a member of 
the Democratic Party, be¬ 
cause of problems within the 
party.” 

Asked about what portfolio 
he would have been inter¬ 


ested in getting if his party 
had formed part of a new 
government for the island 
during the discussions, Mar¬ 
lin said his response had been 


Juvenile gang 


the group of bandits to jus- 

Authorities have given the 
initials of the arrested suspects 
as Guyanese sisters E.J.R. (17) 
and M.R. (14), J.A.S. (14) of 
Jamaica and R.O.K. (19) of 
Aruba. 

Police spokesman Geronimo 
Juliet said, “There was an in¬ 
vestigation being conducted 
by the Juvenile control de¬ 
partment for about a month 
starting at the beginning of 
June, to collect evidence for 
the arrest of the suspects. We 
know who the others are and 
we are closing in on them.” 

He said the gang had also 


that the interest was not in 
portfolios, but in doing what 
was in the best interest of the 
people. 


| Continued from page 1. 

filled their car with gas at the 
Cul-de Sac gas station with¬ 
out paying and had been iden¬ 
tified as being part of a large 
gang that entered several es¬ 
tablishments with the inten¬ 
tion of robbing them. 

“We suspect that they are 
responsible for a few others. 
We know that they operated 
in Grand Case as well and we 
know they were involved in 
several robberies of cars that 
were parked on beaches 
around the island,” said Juliet. 
“We will catch the others, 
because we already know who 
they are. It’s just a matter of 
time.” 


International calls now 
possible via Smitcoms 


PHILIPSBURG—Tele¬ 
phone users are now able to 
make international phone 
calls via Smitcoms. The prob¬ 
lem that resulted in the inter¬ 
ruption of international calls 
on Tuesday was rectified on 
Wednesday morning and calls 
can now be made, a press re¬ 
lease from the St. Maarten 
Telephone Company stated. 
The interruption was the re¬ 
sult of a broken fibre optic 
cable link between the French 
and Dutch sides of the island, 
TelEm said. 

The phone company said the 
damaged cable had been 


traced to the French side, 
where a truck reportedly dam¬ 
aged communication cables. 
“Technicians from both sides 
of the island mobilized a co¬ 
ordinated effort to splice to¬ 
gether the damaged fibre 
cables and completed the re¬ 
pair operation during the early 
hours of Wednesday,” said 
TelEm. “As a result of the 
disruption, both sides are now 
talking about placing the 
French side section of the fi¬ 
bre optic cable underground, 
where it can be better pro¬ 
tected from overhead dam¬ 
age.” 
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New Island Council Sworn in 


New Commissioner Louie Laveist takes his seat with the new Democratic Party-led. Executive 
Commissioners Theo Heyliger, Franklin Meyers, Roy Marlin and Sarah Wescott-Williams Council after being elected by secret ballot in the Island Council yesterday. Commissioners 
share a light moment in front of the Government Administration Building after the swearing- for a second term Roy Marlin and Franklin Meyers greet Laveist. He was elected with six of 
in ceremony for the new Island Council yesterday. 11 votes. Five of the votes cast were blank. 
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People’s Progressive Alliance Leader Gracita Arrindell, a 
new member of the Island Council, takes the oath of office 
before Lt. Governor Frankly n Richards at yesterday’s swear¬ 
ing-in ceremony. 


New member of the Island Council Hyacinth Richardson 
takes the oath of office before Lt. Governor Franklyn Richards 
yesterday. Richardson is a member of the National Alliance, 
which has four seats in the council. 
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/I /urge crowd of supporters and onlookers witnesses the first meeting of the 
Council on Wednesday. 


Island 


BZV card holders took their industrial action to the Government Administration Building 
Wednesday morning while the new Island Government was being sworn in. 
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PHILIPSBURG—A large 
crowd of curious onlookers 
and supporters crammed the 
interior and exterior of Dr. 
A.C. Wathey Legislative 
Hall at the Government 
Administration Building to 
witness the swearing in of 
the new Government and 
first meeting of the new Is¬ 
land Council Wednesday. 

With the exception of 
breaks for applause when in 
agreement with one of the 
speakers or grunts of frus¬ 
tration when in disagree¬ 
ment, the crowd listened in¬ 
tently to the proceedings. 
Even before the session 
started people began to flock 
to the legislative hall to get a 
seat. 

Outside the building a 
number of Bureau for 
Health Insurance BZV card 
holders, many of whom later 
ended up inside the legisla¬ 
tive hall, were silently pro¬ 
testing the refusal of their 
guarantee cards by St. 
Maarten Medical Center 



New Island Council member George Pantophlet of the National Alliance making his first 
address to the Island Council after being sworn in yesterday. 



(see related story). 

The crowd reacted by of¬ 
fering roars of applause to 
the speeches made by 
Leader of Government Sa¬ 
rah Wescott-Williams, Sena¬ 
tor Maria Buncamper- 
Molanus and Commissioner 
Franklin Meyers. 


The speech of National 
Alliance Leader William 
Marlin was considered by 
some as being too long and 
containing “too much DP 
(Democratic Party) bash¬ 
ing.” 

Following the first meet¬ 
ing of the new Island Coun¬ 


cil, which lasted until around 
2:00pm, a special reception 
was held during which mem¬ 
bers of the Fire Service drum 
band entertained. The crowd 
of onlookers and supporters 
congratulated members of 
the new government. 


New Island Council in 
recess until August 11 


PHILIPSBURG—The new 
Island Council for 2003- 
2007, sworn in yesterday, is 
in recess until Monday, Au¬ 
gust 11, when the second 
meeting of the council will 
be held in Dr. A.C. Wathey 
Legislative Hall at 10:00am. 

The council usually has a 
summer break of one month. 
However, this time it is for 
six weeks, based on a re¬ 
quest from the Executive 
Council. 

The extended length of 
time was questioned by Is¬ 
land Councilman for the 
National Alliance (NA) Wil¬ 
liam Marlin during the first 
council meeting yesterday. 

Lt. Governor Franklyn 
Richards informed him that 
the first meeting after the 
recess would have been on 
the first Monday of August, 
a time when many persons 
head to the neighbouring 
island of Anguilla for the 
festivities. This was the rea¬ 
son the Executive Council 
put off the second council 
meeting until August 11. 

One point in the 
gentleman’s agreement 
brokered by Richards shortly 
after he took office called 
for a sitting of the Island 
Council on a monthly basis. 
In keeping with this point, 
he proposed meeting dates 
for the rest of the year. 


The dates as accepted by 
the Council were Septem¬ 
ber 1, October 6, November 
3 and December 1, all Mon¬ 
days, starting at 10:00am. 
Newly elected Island Coun¬ 
cil member Gracita 
Arrindell, as part of her first 
speech in the Council, called 
on Richards to convene bi¬ 
weekly Council meetings to 


keep Council members up¬ 
dated on occurrences on the 
island. 

Island Councilman George 
Pantophlet commented on 
members constantly leaving 
their seats during meetings, 
especially when a member 
was addressing the council. 
He noted that everyone’s 
opinion should be respected. 
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Election Results 2003: A Candid Review 



Party leaders of the new Island Council for2003-2007 Gracita 
Arrindell of People’s Progressive Alliance, Sarah Wescott- 
Williams of the Democratic Party, and William Marlin of the 
National Alliance, tallying the ballots for the appointment of 
commissioners at the first meeting of the new Island Council 
yesterday. 


By Courtney Gibson 

Now that the dust from the 
May 23 Island Council elec¬ 
tions has settled with the 
official publication of the fi¬ 
nal results and we are begin¬ 
ning to experience the first 
post-election storms, it is 
appropriate that we con¬ 
clude the analysis of those 
eventful elections. 

The results saw Wescott- 
Williams’ Democratic Party 
(DP) winning six seats (los¬ 
ing one of its seven); Will¬ 
iam Marlin’s National Alli¬ 
ance gaining in stature by 
increasing its number of 
seats from three to four; 
Vance James’ National Pro¬ 
gressive Party (NPP) losing 
its one seat; and new kid on 
the political block the 
People’s Progressive Alli¬ 
ance (PPA) of Gracita 
Arrindell winning one seat. 

These results provide some 
useful insights into the vot¬ 
ing pattern in St. Maarten, 
as well as interesting infor¬ 
mation about the fluctuat¬ 
ing fortunes of some of the 
candidates. Indeed, there 
were some big winners and 
some big losers. 

One attractive view is that 
the DP (with 4,974 votes) 
lost the elections while “the 
opposition” (with a com¬ 
bined tally of5847 votes, 873 
more than the DP) won the 
elections. 

That would be a non-con- 
troversial argument if only it 


were true that “the opposi¬ 
tion” were a monolithic or 
homogeneous group. The 
truth is, the opposition was 
no such group. That was why 
there were as many as six 
disparate parties comprising 
“the opposition.” That was 
why William Marlin of the 
National Alliance hadhoped 
that some sort of “true alli¬ 
ance” would have emerged 
to fight the DP. 

The records will show, how¬ 
ever, that throughout the 
election campaign, there was 
not as much as a hint that 
any of the other parties was 
interested in teaming up with 
the National Alliance. 

The results show, for ex¬ 
ample, that of the 79 candi¬ 
dates who contested the 
elections, only 20 earned 
more than 100 votes, only 11 
earned more than 300 votes 
and only five gained more 
than 600 votes. 

The results also show that 
only the leader of the Na¬ 
tional Alliance (main vote- 
getter William Marlin with 
1,250 votes) and the leader 
of the Democratic Party (Sa¬ 
rah Wescott-Williams with 
1,137 votes) mustered 
enough to be elected with¬ 
out the support of votes gar¬ 
nered by other candidates 
on their respective party’s 
list. 

Also, the five candidates 
who captured more than 600 
votes included only one per¬ 
son from the National Alli¬ 


ance (William Marlin). The 
other four were all from the 
Democratic Party: Wescott- 
Williams (1,137), Theo 
Heyliger (903), Roy Marlin 
(700) and Franklin Meyers 
(616). 

In addition, while the top 
candidates on the DP list 
were that party’s main vote- 
getters and there were no 
very wide margins (in terms 
of number of votes) separat¬ 
ing the leading DP perform¬ 
ers, the same was not true in 


the case of the National Al¬ 
liance. 

The results show that Wil¬ 
liam Marlin polled a whop¬ 
ping 1,250 votes, some 787 
votes ahead of the next best 
Alliance vote-getter, new¬ 
comer Frans Richardson 
with 463 votes. 

This lends some credence 
to views expressed to this 
writer even before the elec¬ 
tions that many persons 
wishing to remove the DP 
from office were experienc¬ 


ing difficulty in determining 
for whom they should vote 
on the Alliance slate and 
would most likely end up 
voting for Marlin, the Alli¬ 
ance leader. 

The results also suggest 
that several conscientious 
persons who were alive to 
their obligation to vote, but 
who were disenchanted with 
the DP, opted to vote either 
for William Marlin’s Na¬ 
tional Alliance (3,978 votes) 
or for Gracita Arrindell’s 
People’s Progressive Alli¬ 
ance (PPA (1,163 votes). In 
that scenario, both leaders 
seem to have been the main 
beneficiaries. 

Businessman and new¬ 
comer Frans Richardson (of 
Sunset Theatres), the 
Alliance’s Number 2 vote- 
getter who polled 463 votes, 
also seems to have been a 
great beneficiary from votes 
cast by disenchanted and 
undecided voters. 

The belief is that the tim¬ 
ing of the public demonstra¬ 
tion and signature campaign 
outside the Government 
Administration Building to 
protest the government’s 
approval of a business li¬ 
cence for a 12-screen the¬ 
atre in the same area as Sun¬ 
set Theatres could not have 
been more opportune. 

The performance of the 
leaders of both the DP and 
the Alliance also makes for 
interesting study, especially 
when compared with their 


performance at previous 
elections - at both the Island 
Council and Parliamentary 
levels. 

In the case of William Mar¬ 
lin, unlike two other top 
vote-getters - Wescott-Will- 
iams in 1995 (Island Coun¬ 
cil) and Theo Heyliger in 

1998 (Parliamentary) - he 
has never managed to top 
the 2,000 mark. Also, while 
his performance at the May 
23,2003, Island Council elec¬ 
tions (1,250 votes) was his 
best to date at the Island 
Council level, he too turned 
in better results at the last 
two Parliamentary elections: 
1,553 votes in 1998 and 1,490 
last year. 

In Wescott-William’s case, 
there was no significant dif¬ 
ference in the number of 
votes she captured in the 

1999 and 2003 Island Coun¬ 
cil Elections. The records 
show that she mustered 
more votes at the last two 
parliamentary elections 
(1,178 votes in 1998 and 
1,367 votes last year) than 
she managed in the last two 
Island Council elections: 
1,126 valid votes in 1999 and 
1,137 in 2003. 

That could hardly be be¬ 
cause almost “exactly” the 
same persons voted for her 
in both elections. No doubt 
she must have lost some vot¬ 
ers and gained some new 

Continued on page 
12 


Results of the 2003 Island Council Elections 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Total 


Serious Alternative People's Party (SAPP) 



i. 

J.H. Rollocks 

14 

2 

28 

11 

13 

16 

9 

8 

10 

4 

8 

9 

1 

2 

12 

147 


2. 

E. A. Jones 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 


3. 

C.A. Brown 

J 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

11 


4. 

C.S. Hook 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 


5. 

R.E. lynch 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 


6. 

RF. Reed 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

J 

0 

0 

0 

5 


7. 

PH. Dalisse 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

J 

1 

0 

0 

2 

J 

1 

0 

0 

1 

9 


8. 

Y.D. Blais-Bute 

4 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

J 

0 

0 

1 

12 


Total 

22 

6 

32 

15 

19 

21 

14 

14 

11 

10 

10 

14 

1 

2 

17 

208 


National Progressive Party (NPP) 







1 . 

V.W. James 

18 

5 

10 

5 

8 

11 

13 

14 

15 

6 

10 

19 

4 

0 

8 

146 

L 

2. 

R.V. Hazel 

5 

2 

5 

9 

1 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

3 

41 

a. 

3. 

L.M.A. Deher 

3 

10 

11 

5 

4 

7 

6 

5 

7 

2 

5 

7 

4 

0 

6 

82 


4. 

F.A. Patrick 

2 

0 

0 

2 

5 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

14 

4 

1 

0 

1 

32 


5. 

M.C. Chemont 

1 

1 

6 

0 

0 

2 

13 

3 

0 

3 

2 

8 

1 

0 

1 

41 


6. 

R.A. Bell 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

5 

1 

0 

0 

13 


7. 

G.L. Peterson 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

14 


8. 

C.E. Cooner 

1 

4 

0 


0 

1 

1 


0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

11 


Total 

31 

23 

35 

24 

19 

26 

36 

27 

24 

13 

40 

48 

15 

0 

19 

380 


RESULTS 
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supporters. Her best perfor¬ 
mance at the polls was in the 
1995 Island Council elec¬ 
tions when, as the main vote- 
getter, she pulled in 2,202 
votes. 

It is widely believed that 
she must have benefited 
from the murmurs about a 
leadership struggle within 
the DP coupled by the not- 
too-subtle indications from 
the DP’s Number 2 candi¬ 
date Theo Heyliger that he 
was determined to take over 
the leadership of the DP af¬ 
ter the elections. 

While St. Maarten would 
be well-served should all 
candidates for election to the 
Island Council be ambitious 
enough to see themselves as 
possible candidates not only 


for the top leadership of their 
respective parties, but also 
for the top leadership of the 
country, Heyliger’s pitch for 
the DP top leadership - his 
showing of his cards before 
the elections - seemed both 
ill-timed and unwise. 

Based on views expressed 
to this writer even before 
the elections, there is a not- 
insignificant body of persons 
within the DP who, though 
fond supporters of Heyliger, 
are convinced that he is not 
yet ready to carry the mantle 
of top leadership of the 
Democratic Party. So, while 
they voted for the DP to help 
ensure a DP victory, they 
did not vote for Heyliger. In 
that scenario, it is believed 
that Wescott-Williams was 


the chief beneficiary. 

This brings Theo Heyliger 
into the spotlight. From all 
indications, he seemed cer¬ 
tain that he was about to 
sweep the polls. He ran a 
very upbeat and a very imagi¬ 
native and expensive cam¬ 
paign with the biggest bill¬ 
boards and with his own 
newsletters profiling himself 
and his leadership ability. 

And, for good measure, 
there were also the free 
Byron Lee Concert, his “It 
takes 2 Baby - You and 
Theo” political jingle, his 
special Theo brand of ice 
cream and his pledge to the 
GEBE workers that he re¬ 
mained committed to GEBE 
in the ongoing GEBE- 
Intaquin saga. 


Results of the 2003 Island Council 

Elections - ST. 1 

District 

EUSTATIUS 

Gertrude Judson Bicentennial Library 
on Fort Oranje Street 

^^■dl dtiMifi 1 1 liWA 



1. Houtman - Whitfield, I.F. 

92 


2. Schmidt, B.O. 

13 


3. Houtman, C.l. 

23 


4. Jack - Roosberg, C.L.B. 

11 


5. Henriquez, E.J. 

21 


Total 

160 




1. Woodley, J.C.A. 

68 

M 

2. Hooker, R.J.M. 

102 

Wm J 

3. Spanner, F.E.A. 

86 


4. Berkel, R.A. 

39 


5. Simmons, E.C. 

56 


6. Maduro, M.C. 

9 


7. Heyningen van, A.P. 

3 


8. Brown, L.M. 

21 


9. Rivers-Courtar, L.J. 

21 


10. Spanner, P.W. 

13 


11. Woodley, B.l. 

22 


12. Lopes, G.A. 

23 


13. Schmidt-Hinds, E.M. 

8 


Total 

471 



1. Pandt, D.E. 

46 


2. Francis, M.A.U. 

31 


3. Timber-Glover, C.C.E. 

4 


4. Seegers, P.J. 

1 


5. Sneek-Gibbs, L.V. 

25 


Total 




PQ 

1. Putten van, C.l. 

176 


2. Brown, F.A. 

69 

M 

3. Schmidt, F.A. 

19 


4. Lijfrock-Marsdin, M.V. 

40 


5. Hassell, Y.M. 

25 


6. Zoestvan, W.. 

7 


7. Demming, E.M. 

6 


8. Berke, C.A. 

5 


Total 

347 



1. Tearr, CB. 

22 


Total 

1107 


Total eligible voters: 1403 Turnout 77.5% 


The results must have left 
the usually very astute com¬ 
missioner a very disap¬ 
pointed person. The 903 
votes he mustered fell short 
of the votes required for a 
seat under the proportional 
representation system and 
562 fewer than he managed 
in the 1999 Island Council 
elections. 

The performance of a few 
other candidates also de¬ 
serves closer scrutiny. They 
include Roy Marlin, 
Buncamper-Molanus and 
Johan “Janchi” Leonard of 
the DP; Edgar Lynch, Frans 
Richardson, Hyacinth 
Richardson and George 
Pantophlet of the NA; 
Vance James of the NPP; 
Gracita Arrindell of the 
PPA; and Julian Rollocks of 
the Serious Alternative 
People’s Party (SAPP). 

Roy Marlin seems to be a 
rising star. He climbed to 
the number 3 spot on the DP 
list and become the DP can¬ 
didate who recorded the 
largest increase in votes (377 
versus 700 - an increase of 
313 votes) when compared 
with candidates’ perfor¬ 
mance in the 1999 Island 
Council elections. 

Set against the seeming 
declining fortunes of Theo 
Heyliger, some may well see 
this as a victory for Marlin 
and his controversial cham¬ 
pioning of the view that 


Dutch firm Intaquin should 
be given the contract for the 
controversial proposed com¬ 
prehensive sewage and wa¬ 
ter management project. 

The only candidate attract¬ 
ing a larger increase in votes 
between the two elections 
was PPA leader Gracita 
Arrindell whose votes show 
an increase of 351 - from 234 
when she ran on the DP 
ticket in 1999 to 585 this 
year. 

A few other aspects of the 
election results bear analy¬ 
sis and comment. 

Let’s take, for example, the 
performance of female can¬ 
didates as one category and 
the performance of young 
candidates as another cat¬ 
egory. The record shows 
that, apparently conscious of 
the importance and domi¬ 
nance of female voters and 
of the global movement to 
ensure greater participation 
of women candidates in elec¬ 
tions and of women in the 
governance of their coun¬ 
tries, five of the seven par¬ 
ties sought to ensure that 
women were represented on 
their slates. 

But, in the end, only 19 of 
the 79 candidates (or 24.05 
per cent) were women: six of 
19 on the National Alliance 
slate, five of 19 on the DP 
slate; four of 14 for the PPA; 
two of six for the NDP; and 
two of eight for the NPP. 


The record also shows that 
these 19 women garnered 
2,633 votes, with the female 
DP candidates attracting 
1,541 votes, PPA 674, Alli¬ 
ance 331, NPP 82, and NDP 
5. It should be noted that the 
DP and the PPA are both 
headed by women. 

The National Alliance must 
be especially disappointed 
that its six women candidates 
managed to attract only 331 
votes and that its Number 3 
candidate, educator Oldine 
Bryson, mustered only 137 
votes - not enough to assure 
her one of the four NA seats 
in the Island Council. 

By and large, the perfor¬ 
mance of the younger and 
newer candidates might be 
considered disappointing. 
To some extent, they seem 
to have been “undone” by 
the leaders of their respec¬ 
tive parties who, by not 
finalising their slates until 
relatively late in the day, did 
not give the newcomers 
enough time to establish 
wider name recognition and 
to canvas support during a 
campaign in which they had 
to compete with the more 
seasoned campaigners 
within and outside their re¬ 
spective parties. 

Hopefully, they are in poli¬ 
tics for the long haul and 
their appetites have been 
whetted for the 2007 cam¬ 
paign. 


Results of the 2003 

Island Council Elections - SABA 

The Windward _ . , 
Bottom Side Total 

Saba Labour Partv 



i. Ishmael Levenstone 

58 

14 

72 

■ 2. Cornelius Richardson 

5 

0 

5 

■ 3. Christina Charles 

13 

1 

14 

1 4. Catherine Hassell 

1 

2 

3 

■ 5. Neville Marten 

0 

0 

0 

■ 6. Gustavo Caines 

4 

2 

6 

Total 

81 

19 

100 




1. Ray Hassell 

5 

21 

26 

2. Lisa Hassell 

19 

55 

74 

3. Rolando Wilson 

40 

6 

46 

4. Marva Donker 

7 

19 

26 

5. Shamara Nicholson 

13 

1 

14 

6. Helen DeRoche Johnson 

7 

0 

7 

7. Will Johnson 

21 

66 

87 

8. Xavier Blackman 

5 

4 

9 

9. Roy Smith 

6 

0 

6 

10. Winston Victoria 

3 

0 

3 

Total 

126 

172 

298 

■ 4'i IHiili'f 


1. Steve Hassell 

22 

65 

87 

2. Lucia Woods 

68 

11 

79 

3. Tracy Johnson 

5 

12 

17 

4. Julio Every 

0 

5 

5 

5. Marcel Peterson 

3 

9 

12 

6. Peddy Johnson 

2 

26 

28 

7. Eddie Peterson 

0 

4 

4 

Total 

100 

132 

232 

Total 

Total eligible voters: 707 Turnout 89 

307 

8% 

323 

630 






































































































Labour Commissioner 
encouragas partnership 


Courtney Walsh 
visits St. Kitts 


ST. KITTS—The record 
holder of the most wickets 
taken in professional cricket 
is due to arrive in St. Kitts 
today, Thursday, July 3. 

Former West Indian fast 
bowler Courtney Walsh will 
participate in honouring 75 
years of cricket in Warner 
Park by taking part in a num¬ 
ber of activities planned to 
commemorate the achieve¬ 
ment. 

His first public engagement 
takes place on Friday, July 4, 
when he is scheduled to auto¬ 
graph copies of the anniver¬ 
sary magazine at Wall’s De¬ 
luxe Record and Bookshop. 
The session runs from 
11:30am to 1:00pm. 

Walsh is also expected to 
appear at the two-day Carib¬ 
bean Double Wicket Compe¬ 
tition, which begins later that 
day. The match features some 
of the current players on the 
“Windies” team. 

A banquet honouring past 
local athletes takes place at 
St. Kitts Marriott Resort on 
Saturday, July 5. Walsh and 
West Indies team cricket man¬ 
ager Ricky Skerritt are the 


special guests. The visiting 
players will also attend. 

Chairman of the organising 
committee for the anniversary 
celebrations Charles Wilkins 
said he was pleased at Walsh’s 
return to St. Kitts. “Walsh is a 
friend of St. Kitts and Nevis 
and has always been willing to 
support cricket,” he said. “We 
fondly remember his first visit 
for a benefit match in 2001 
and recall the inspirational im¬ 
pact he had on younger play- 

The former fast bowler is 
being hosted as a guest of 
Cable and Wireless. General 
Manager Carl Roberts said, 
“This is a gentleman who has 
shown a passionate commit¬ 
ment to cricket over the years 
and we can only hope that 
many youngsters have learnt 
a lesson from his solid contri¬ 
bution.” 

The record holder will also 
attend the clash between 
cricket teams from St. Kitts 
and Nevis at the TDC 
Berridge-Howell Trophy 
Cricket Match on Sunday, July 
6. 


ST. KITTS—Labour Com¬ 
missioner Clifford Thomas 
says his department wants in¬ 
creased partnerships with 
businesses and job seekers, 
and an improvement in exist¬ 
ing relationships. 

Thomas revealed that sev¬ 
eral initiatives were being put 
in place to achieve this goal, 
including a new programme 
whereby labour officers visit 
business houses once per week 
to assess staffing needs and 
consider possible solutions. 

He noted that this exercise 
would prove beneficial, as of¬ 
ficials would have direct in¬ 
teraction with managers and 
employers and could forge 
mutually successful relation¬ 
ships. 

He reminded job seekers of 
the opportunity to advertise 
their skills or services at the 
One-Stop Employment Ser¬ 
vices Centre on New Street. 
Persons seeking employment 
can register their names and 
relevant information on the 
Internet via the 
www.caribbeanpartners.org 
Website. Businesses also post 
vacancies on the site to attract 
prospective employees. 


CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 


The school will follow the curriculum of the 
Ministry of Education, province of Ontario, Canada. 
Graduates of our program will receive Ontario 
secondary school diplomas, providing 
them with a competitive edge for placement in 
colleges and universities throughout Canada 
and the world. 

Please contact us at: 

Phone: 599-545-3871 
Fax: 599-545-3872 

E-mail: admissions@carib-international.org 
Web site: www. carib -international. or g 


Call us for more informa¬ 
tion regarding our Grade 4 
and 5 programs in Cole 


Open fan Satunday 

afteruuHM, vuUfo 

between 1:00 and 5:00fuu- 
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St. Kitts-Nevis shows 
population increase 


ST. KITTS—A one per cent 
increase in the population of 
St. Kitts and Nevis was re¬ 
corded in 2002 compared to 
2001, which saw a 3 per cent 


Courtney Walsh 


decrease in comparison to 

2000. 

Data indicated there had 
been no decreases in parish 
populations reflected in the 


preliminary census findings, 
which showed an intercensal 
growth rate of 3.5 per cent 
between 1991 and 2001. 

In St. Kitts, the parishes of 
Trinity and St. Peter ac¬ 
counted for the highest areas 
of intercensal population 
growth with 30.7 per cent and 
35.4 per cent respectively. 

The Statistical Review of the 
Statistics Division Planning 
Unit in the Ministry of Fi¬ 
nance, Development and 
Planning said St. John and St. 
Paul had been the parishes in 
Nevis exhibiting population 
growth. Between 1991 and 
2001, they increased by 33.4 
per cent and 30 per cent re¬ 
spectively. 

St. George accounted for the 
highest population concentra¬ 
tion in St. Kitts with 37.9 per 
cent, followed by St. Peter, 
9.9 per cent; St. Mary, 9.7 per 
cent; and St. John, 9.1 per 
cent. 

According to the Review, 
the preliminary census count 
indicates that there were 
22,919 males and 23,192 fe¬ 
males in the Federation com¬ 
pared to 20,400 males and 
20,010 females the year be- 
fore._ 


Islands 


Principal Anthony 


Hisbet Hotel gives to school 


NEVIS—The relationship 
between Nisbet Plantation 
Beach Club, also known as 
Nisbet Hotel, and 
Combermere Primary School 
was further strengthened with 
the presentation of a mon¬ 
etary donation of US $500 for 
the development of educa¬ 
tion. 

The presentation was made 
by co-manager of the hotel 
Kathy Johnson during the 
annual graduation ceremony 
held at the school compound. 
She noted her pleasure to be 
presenting the gift on behalf 
of one of her guests who re¬ 
cently visited the island for a 
vacation. 

Johnson observed that a 
couple from England who 
stayed at the hotel on a recent 
vacation had commended the 
hotel’s involvement with the 
school programme at the end 
of their stay. She also observed 
that the couple had made en¬ 
quiries from the staff about 
the programme and at the end 


of it, wrote a cheque for US 
$500. 

She said times were tough in 
every industry and for some¬ 
one at the end of their holi¬ 
day, instead of spending 
money on themselves, to reach 
into their pocket and write a 
cheque is rather commend¬ 
able. 

In accepting the donation, 
Principal Anthony Jones ex¬ 
pressed his gratitude on be¬ 
half of the staff and students 
of the school. He said, “With 
a deep sense of pride and grati¬ 
tude I accept this tangible 
donation from Mrs. Johnson. 
She has really become a part 
of the school. It was the first 
time we were able to send out 
a class with all readers and to 
a great extent, they must have 
benefited from the books 
brought here by Mrs. 
Johnson.” The principal told 
the audience the school con¬ 
tinued to crave the support of 
Mrs. Johnson and her hotel. 
He said, “We know when you 


touch children, you touch 
theirparents. When you touch 
parents, you touch the entire 
community and of course the 
entire island. I think we are 
really indebted to you.” 

The graduation also saw 
Senator Lynell Nolan present¬ 
ing three students with schol¬ 
arship awards valued at EC 
$1,000 each. The awardees 
were Viyana Gumbs of 
Combermere Primary School, 
Nakieta Liburd of St. Peters 
Primary School in St. Kitts 
and Mickia Mills of 
Gingerland Secondary 
School. 

In presenting the scholar¬ 
ships Senator Nolan said they 
were given under certain con¬ 
ditions. Referring to the schol¬ 
arship presented to Liburd, 
Nolan explained that Liburd, 
a student of St. Peters Pri¬ 
mary in St. Kitts, had com¬ 
peted at her highest level, av¬ 
eraging second position 
amongst her 30 classmates for 
the past five years. 


a new private school, opens its doors 
to all qualifying 6th 
through 12th grade students 
of St. Maarten/St. Martin. 
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New governor 
appointed 
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Major face lift for 
secondary school 


Prime Minister Denzil Douglas (right) greets South African 
President Thabo Mbeki just before lunch. 

South African President 
holds talks with Douglas 


ANGUILLA—A release 
from the Governor’s Office 
on Tuesday announced that 
the Queen had approved the 
appointment of Alan Huckle 
to be Governor of Anguilla 
in succession to Peter 
Johnstone, who will be retir¬ 
ing from Diplomatic Service. 
Huckle will take up his ap¬ 
pointment in May 2004. 

No stranger to Anguilla, 
Huckle last visited here in 
August 2001 in his current 
role as Head of the Over¬ 
seas Territories Department 


of the Foreign and Com¬ 
monwealth Office (FCO). 
Between 1996 and 1998 he 
was based in Bridgetown, 
Barbados, as Head of the 
Dependent Territories Re¬ 
gional Secretariat. 

He entered the FCO in 
1982 and has served in vari¬ 
ous positions in the Diplo¬ 
matic Service in Vienna, 
London, Manila, New York 
and East Africa. 

Huckle is 55, married, with 
two children, a son and a 
daughter. 


OCHO RIOS, Jamaica—St. 
Kitts and Nevis Prime Min¬ 
ister Denzil Douglas and 
South African President 
Thabo Mbeki held bilateral 
talks in Jamaica. 

Mbeki, who is on a state 
visit to Jamaica and attend¬ 
ing the 24th meeting of 
Caricom Heads of Govern¬ 
ment in Montego Bay, met 
with Douglas on Wednes¬ 
day afternoon. 

Mbeki and the Caribbean 
prime ministers lunched at 
Old Plantation Resort Tues¬ 
day afternoon during a break 
from the two-day retreat. 

Douglas, also in Jamaica 
to attend the Caribbean 


Heads of Government 
Meeting, will also hold bi¬ 
lateral discussions with Di¬ 
rector General of the Food 
and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) 
Jacques Diouf. 

Douglas and Diouf are ex¬ 
pected to exchange views on 
various aspects related to 
FAO’s cooperation with na¬ 
tional and regional leaders 
to foster food security and 
agricultural development in 
the Caribbean. 

The Regional Programme 
for Food Security for 
Cariforum and other mat¬ 
ters are also expected to be 
on the agenda. 


NEVIS—Gingerland Sec¬ 
ondary School will soon un¬ 
dergo a much-needed face lift, 
courtesy of the World Bank 
OECS Project. 

Project procurement officer 
Glen Edwards said the St. 
Kitts/Nevis government had 
received a loan from the 
World Bank to the tune of US 
$5 million and through inter¬ 
action with the Nevis Island 
Administration, the decision 
had been made to rehabili¬ 
tate Gingerland Secondary 
School. 

According to Edwards, who 
spoke at a brief signing cer¬ 
emony held at the school on 
Wednesday to signal the start 
of the first phase of the ven¬ 
ture, some of the target areas 
for improvement will be the 
addition and enhancement of 
classrooms, computer labs, 
science labs, the school’s li¬ 
brary and home economics 
programme. 

“Firstly we want to upgrade 
and expand the home eco¬ 
nomics programme to satisfy 
the requirements of the 21st 
century,” Edwards said. He 
assured that teachers had 
been involved in the actual 
planning of the project. 

The school is also to be fitted 
with a new music lab and 
musical instruments, which 
will be procured from the ac¬ 
quired funds, while the library 
is to be upgraded to a resource 


centre. 

“We’ll be looking at the re¬ 
focusing of the library away 
from the traditional represen¬ 
tation. We want to upgrade 
the library to a learning re¬ 
source centre where we not 
only have books, but we have 
some computers and software 
materialfor students,” he said. 

The library computers will 
be a part of a network that will 
enable all the educational in¬ 
stitutions on the island to be 
linked to a central server, 
Edwards added. 

Junior Minister of Educa¬ 
tion Livingston Herbert and 
Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Planning, 
Infrastructural Development, 
Environment and Natural 
Resources Elvin Bailey were 
the Nevis Island 
Administration’s (NIA’s) rep¬ 
resentatives at the signing cer¬ 
emony. 

“Today, the Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation is very pleased to be 
participating in this ceremony 
to signal the start of some work 
at the Gingerland Secondary 
School,” Herbert said. “This 
project comes at a time when 
the Ministry of Education in 
the Nevis Island Government 
is accelerating its efforts to 
change the culture of the class¬ 
room.” Herbert signed on 
behalf of the Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation. 


Give your company a 
greater advantage!!! 


Does your company have a vacancy 
for an Assistant Manager, Secretary, or 
any other Administrative position! 

If so please contact Nashelly at 
55-60194 or Nashelly81@yahoo.com 
to arrange an interview. I have working 
experience in this field and have just 
completed four (4) years of college, 
with a major in 'Business Manage¬ 
ment'. I think my qualifications, experi¬ 
ence and personality can be very 
beneficial to your company's success. 

I'd love to hear from you. 
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Shara Proctor 


Proctor to attend Youth 
Athletics championship 


Douglas says 
Caricom critical 
to development 

ST. KITTS—The Caribbean 
Community Caricom and 
the Common Market have 
become critical to advanc¬ 
ing the development of the 
Caribbean and tackling 
many of the challenging in¬ 
ternational issues. 

“The strengthening of the 
Community must remain 
central to all our future 
endeavours, because we 
have a proven track record,” 
said St. Kitts and Nevis 
Prime Minister Denzil Dou¬ 
glas in prepared congratula¬ 
tory remarks on the occa¬ 
sion of the 30th anniversary 
of the regional integration 
movement. 

He gave as an example the 
benefits of tackling the 
spread of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic which has the “po¬ 
tential of having detrimen¬ 
tal impact on future devel¬ 
opment trends.” 

Douglas also pointed to the 
important gains to be made 
in achieving further regional 
economic integration 
through the establishment 
of the Single Market and 
Economy, the associated 
free movement of people 
and the establishment of the 
Caribbean Court of Justice. 

He said the strengthening 
of the Community also pro¬ 
vided an opportunity “by 
which we could deal with 
emerging challenges such as 
crime and security, as well as 
the pursuit of cooperation 
on matters related to most 
areas of health and our so¬ 
cial development.” 

He viewed the establish¬ 
ment of Caricom as one of 
the most outstanding 
achievements of Caribbean 
people and as a “work in 
progress” that has the po¬ 
tential to play an even more 
significant role in determin¬ 
ing the future fortunes of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

Douglas paid tribute to past 
leaders for their foresight in 
establishing the “mechanism 
by which the independent 
and non-independent coun¬ 
tries of the Caribbean could 
work together for the com¬ 
mon good of the people.” 

Tribute was also paid to 
past and present Secretaries 
General and staff of Caricom 
for their dedication to the 
Caricom Secretariat. “With¬ 
out their input, we could not 
have made the significant 
gains overtheyears,” he said, 
calling on the people of the 
Caribbean to continue giv¬ 
ing their support to the re¬ 
gional integration progress. 


ANGUILLA—A release 
from the Anguilla Amateur 
Athletic Association an¬ 
nounced that Shara Proctor 
would be competing in the 
International Amateur Ath¬ 
letics Federation (IAAF) 
World Youth Champion¬ 
ship in Athletics to be held 
in Canada July 9-13. Shara 
will join eight other young 
athletes from the OECS re¬ 
gion in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, on Saturday, July 5, 
and from there they will 
travel to Canada. 

The World Youth Cham¬ 
pionship is an annual event 
that brings together athletes 


ages 15 to 17 from all over 
the world to compete in 
Track and Field. According 
to the release, the IAAF has 
also organized clinics from 
July 7 to July 9 so that these 
young people from various 
parts of the world can enjoy 
cultural and leisurely activi¬ 
ties before the competition. 

Shara will be competing in 
the long jump event and 
hopes to improve on her 
personal best of 5.68 meters, 
which she recently attained 
at the Leeward Islands 
Youth Competition in 
Tortola. 



VACANCY 


We are seeking applicants for the 
following position: 

IN HOUSE MARKETERS 

FOR FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT AND 
ROYAL PALM BEACH CLUB 

Qualifications: 

Preferably two years experience. 
Former OPC looking for a change. 

• Full time 

Additional Information: 

"High Commission” 

Please contact Mrs. Nathalie 
Abraham for appointment at tele¬ 
phone 5443901 ext 3090. 


Islands 


C&W clarifies 
Internet rate issues 


ANGUILLA—General 
Manager of Cable and Wire¬ 
less Anguilla (C&W) 
Sutcliffe Hodge sought to 
clarify certain rate issues re¬ 
garding its Internet services 
at a press briefing on Tues¬ 
day in response to a recent 
report in the media by the 
Government of Anguilla 
(GOA). 

One of the issues, he said, 
was a flat rate for Internet 
access. A release from the 
Ministry of Infrastructure, 
Communications and Utili¬ 
ties said that in keeping with 
an agreement with C&W, 
signed in April, the Govern¬ 
ment of Anguilla was await¬ 
ing a proposal from C&W 
for a flat rate charge for 
Internet access. 

The release said it had been 
recognized during negotia¬ 
tions that per minute charges 
could be contrary to the 
GOA’s telecommunications 
and e-commerce policy, 
hence the commitment on 
both sides for a flat rate con¬ 
sistent with that policy. 

Hodge said the 
government’s view of a flat 
rate was different in defini¬ 
tion from C&W’s. “Flat rate 
for us means a rate that does 
not vary in the sense that at 



the moment the call charge 
is nine, seven and six cents 
per minute. A flat rate for us 
means a rate maybe of seven 
cents per minute as opposed 
to nine cents, seven cents 
and six cents per minute. I 
think that it is important that 
we have that clarified.” 

He said it might be pos¬ 
sible for C&W to make 
bundled minutes available, 
meaning that the company 
might offer a bundle of say 
1,000 minutes at a rate lower 
than 7 cents per minute 
where the customer could 
save by buying dial-up 
Internet minutes in a block. 

He said a tariff of 15 cents 
untimed for dial-up service 
no longer existed. As a ges¬ 
ture, however, C&W de¬ 
cided not to impose the new 
charge of nine, seven and six 
cents per minute for a while 
to inform its customers and 
give them time to transition 
to its other services like 
Netspeed or ADSL, or to 
use another service provider 
if they believed they were 
getting a better value for 
their money. 

Another point he raised 
was the actual time C&W 
was obliged to provide the 
GOA with the proposal, 


which he said C&W was not 
holding back on. The re¬ 
quirement, he said, was no 
later than two months after 
the Telecommunications 
Act came into law. This was 
enacted on May 26, so C&W 
has until sometime towards 
the end of July to provide 
the government with a pro¬ 
posal. 

In the meantime, C&W has 
reduced the cost of ADSL 
and Netspeed from EC $ 179 
to EC $149 per month for 
the Ultra Package covering 
unlimited use 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. A pro¬ 
motion is also on now offer¬ 
ing to customers a free mo¬ 
dem and installation that 
regularly cost combined EC 
$735. 

What better 
way to notify 
the St. Maarten 
public? 

Call our 
advertising 
department 

.MerSlir 


UNIVERSITY OF 
ST. MARTIN 


ADULT ENRICHMENT PROGRAM: 

Summer 2003 

July 10 -August 1, 2003 

Day/Time Tuition 

Thursdays $ 100.00 

|uly 10, 17, 24, 31 
7:00-8:00pm 

Fridays $ 100.00 

|uly 11, 18, 25 & Aug 1 
7:00-8:00pm 

For more information, please call the Admissions Office at Tel #: 
599-542-5171/599-542-3156/542-3674 or visit us in Philipsburg 
# I University Boulevard, P.O. Box 836, Philipsburg, St. Maarten. 

Full tuition is required before the course starts. 
Tuition/Application fee policy: No refund. 

• 4 sessions will meet (once) a week for 4 weeks. 

One time registration fee: $ 10.00 
Course materials are not included in tuition fees. 
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Regional 


IIS cuts aid to six 
Caricom countries 


KINGSTON, Jamaica—Six 
Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) nations were 
among 35 from which the 
United States Tuesday cut 
off military aid for failing to 
meet America’s July 1 dead¬ 
line that they grant immu¬ 
nity to US citizens from pros¬ 
ecutions before the new in¬ 
ternational court to deal with 
war crimes. 

The American action 
against the six - Antigua and 
Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, 
Dominica, St Vincent and 
the Grenadines and 
Trinidad and Tobago - came 
on the eve of Monday’s 
opening of a Caricom sum¬ 
mit in Montego Bay at which 
America demands that its 
citizens be assured of immu¬ 
nity before the International 
Criminal Court will be on 
the agenda. 

“The US has been trying to 
get individual Caribbean 
countries to agree to this (im¬ 
munity) but Caricom’s posi¬ 
tion is that it must be a 
Caricom negotiated deci¬ 
sion,” said a senior Jamai¬ 
can Government official, 





George Bush 

who asked not to be named. 

Only about US$48 million 
over all in aid will be blocked 
by the Americans, with only 
a small portion of that ear¬ 
marked to the Caribbean. 
But regional officials have 
suggested that there was a 
larger principal at stake: 
America’s willingness to ad¬ 
here to international law. 

Caribbean officials have 
quietly suggested a nexus 
between Washington’s 
behaviour on this issue and 
its decision to snub the UN 
Security Council in its inva¬ 
sion of Iraq with British sup¬ 


port. 

The International Crimi¬ 
nal Court was created under 
a 1998 United Nations treaty 
to prosecute cases of geno¬ 
cide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity against 
nationals of countries un¬ 
willing or unable to try the 
cases themselves. The ICC, 
inaugurated in March, has 
the support of nearly 80 na¬ 
tions and is charged with 
prosecuting crimes commit¬ 
ted after July 1, 2002. 

The Clinton administration 
signed the treaty, but the 
Bush administration nulli¬ 
fied the signature and has 
sought a permanent exemp¬ 
tion from prosecutions. 
Those efforts have been 
blocked by the European 
Union, though the UN Se¬ 
curity Council last year gave 
the United States a second 
one-year exemption. 

Caribbean officials ex¬ 
plained Tuesday, that while 
all Caricom countries sup¬ 
port the court and most had 
signed the treaty, only the 
six subject to the aid suspen¬ 
sion had so far ratified the 
documents to be formally 
party to the ICC. 

US diplomats, as they have 
attempted in the Caribbean, 
have pressed allies to ap¬ 
prove bilateral agreements 
exempting Americans from 
the court. But advocates of 
the court have accused the 
Bush administration of try¬ 
ing to bully weaker nations 
and of undermining an im¬ 
portant advance in human 
rights. (Jamaica Observer) 
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Robbie: US a bully 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, 
Trinidad—Former presi¬ 
dent Arthur NR Robinson, 
the man who was instrumen¬ 
tal in the setting-up of the 
International Criminal 
Court (ICC), has described 
as “extremely regressive” a 
move by the United States 
Government to blacklist 
Trinidad and Tobago for 
military aid because this 
country supports the court 
and would not be party to 
the exemption of Americans 
from possible prosecution. 
Reacting to the move Tues¬ 
day, Robinson said: “It is an 
attack on the universal crimi¬ 
nal justice system, on inter¬ 
national democratic institu¬ 



tions and the international 
criminal court. 

“It is action taken against 
small countries that cannot 
defend themselves. It is ex¬ 
tremely important that all 


countries involved unite 
against the unilateral action 
of the United States which is 
contrary to international 
law,” he said. 

Robinson said Trinidad 
and Tobago had already 
taken its stand and was the 
country at the forefront of 
the establishment of the ICC 
and could not be expected 
to retract its position at the 
present time. 

“The countries involved 
have to decide on a course 
of action and must advocate 
strongly against the decision 
by the United States. Unity 
is the only way to deal with a 
big bully. The only response 
is unity,” Robinson said. 


10-year-olds are having 
sex, says Trinidad study 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, 
Trinidad—The Family Plan¬ 
ning Association of Trinidad 
and Tobago (FPATT) has 
asked Government to in¬ 
crease its annual subvention, 
from TT$1 million to TT$5 
million. 

Gerry Brooks, chairman of 
FPATT, made the plea for 
more money on Monday dur¬ 
ing the organisation’s report 
to the nation. 

“In light of the levels of cri¬ 
sis manifested in our society, 
there is a need for FPATT to 
take the lead in the imple¬ 
mentation of meaningful in¬ 
terventions at the community 
level such as the replication 
of aeDe Living Room’ with 
particular emphasis in the 
East/West corridor and Cen¬ 
tral,” he said. 

Brooks felt that there should 


be increased access to sexual 
and reproductive health ser¬ 
vices, based on the startling 
results of surveys. 

According to the statistics 
quoted by Brooks from a 
PAHO/WHO study on ado¬ 
lescent health in the Carib¬ 
bean, 34.1 per cent of the in¬ 
school adolescents have had 
sexual intercourse. The study 
also found that 50 per cent of 
boys and 25 per cent of girls 
state that their first sexual 
intercourse occurred at the 
age of ten or younger (an in¬ 
dication of child sexual 
abuse). 

To bring the reality closer 
home, Brooks said that based 
on a study conducted by the 
International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) in 2002, 
it was discovered that 40 boys 
attending Port of Spain 


schools, aged 12-15, and 30 
girls engaged in “commer¬ 
cial” sex activities in the 
Woodbrook area. 

To further underscore the 
level of deterioration of soci¬ 
ety and by extension family 
life, Brooks read out head¬ 
lines from various newspa¬ 
pers including the Express, 
which depicted page after 
page of stories related to acts 
of rape, sexual abuse, domes¬ 
tic violence, murder etc... all 
in one day. 

“We cannot build a country 
on economics and it is evi¬ 
dent from reports in the me¬ 
dia that we are not doing well 
on the side of providing so¬ 
cial services,” he 
contended.(Trinidad Ex¬ 
press) 


VACANCY 


Young dynamic company is looking for an 

ADMINISTRATIVE WORKER 

Requirements: 

• Bookkeeping skills 

• Administrative skills 

• Age between 20-35 years 

• Good communication skills 

• Proficient in English and Dutch 

• Besides basic computer skills, 
knowledge of Word and Excel is a must 

• Driver's license with own transportation 

If you are interested please pass by our office, 
located in the back of the former Yuppie Gas 
Station, Sucker Garden Road #27B, or call 
542-6223 from Monday-Friday between 
10:00 a.m.-l 1:00 a.m. 

OnlyAntilleans or persons with legal residence 
and valid work permit need to apply. 
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EILANDGEBIED ST. MAARTEN 

EXECUTORIALE VERKOOP 


0p vrijdag 4 juli 2003 om 10.00 uur wordt ten laste van 

VANAYAK N.V. (TURTLE PIER BAR) 
GEVEST1GD: AIRPORT ROAD #108 

ST. MAARTEN 

In opdracht van de Eilandsontvanger te Sint Maarten een 
executoriale verkoop gehouden. De navolgende goederen 
zullen o.a. verkocht worden: 

1 ijsmachine, 1 True koelkast, 

1 2drs koelkast, 1 snijmachine, 

2 wasbakken, 1 hamburger plaat, 

1 grill, 2 gasfornuizen, 1 frituur 
installatie, 16 tafels, 1 kassa, 

30 barkrukken, 40 stoelen, 

4 banken 

En andere in beslag genomen goederen. 

De plaats van verkoop is: 

AIRPORT ROAD NR. 108 

De goederen zullen bij opbod aan de meestbiedende verkocht 
worden in de staat waarin zij zich bevinden. Geen opgeld. 
De goederen zijn een uur voor aanvang van de verkoop voor 
een ieder te bezichtigen. Betaling contant of via een 
gegarandeerde cheque van een bank gevestigd op het eiland 
Sint Maarten. Payment only in cash or certified bank guar¬ 
anteed check from a bank established on the Island of Sint 
Maarten. Sales conditions "Where is as is" 

De deurwearder belast met de executie 
Van Putten, S. 


CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 
JOB VACANCY 


o 

Data Administrator 
and 

Secretary/Receptionist 

Requirements: 

• Good command of English oral & written 

• Strong computer skills 

• Team Player 

• Flexible attitude and prepared to tackle all 
function related activities 

• Work independently 

• Organized 

• Communicate effectively and efficiently 
Additional Information: 

Antilleans preferred. Dutch, French, Spanish 
an asset 

Please send your resume and 
three references to: 

Caribbean International Academy 

#4 Tigris Road, Lowlands 
Fax: 545 3872 

Only those chosen for an interview will be 
called. Thank you for your interest. 
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Rastas apologise to 
South African leader 



KINGSTON, Jamaica— 
Rstafarians who on Monday 
heckled Thabo Mbeki at a 
public function in Half-Way- 
Tree, Tuesday apologised to 
the South African leader for 
the way they went about the 
protest. 

The Rastafarians, during the 
civic ceremony to present 
Mbeki with the Keys to the 
city of Kingston, shouted the 
name of Winnie Mandela and 
held placards, accusing the 
South African Government of 
persecuting her. 

“Stop (the) molesting of your 
sister and our mother Winnie 
Mandela,” read one of the 
posters held by a young 
woman. “Stop serving white’s 
wishes; stop harassing Winnie 
Mandela...,” said another 
placard, carried by an elderly 
man. 

Winnie, ex-wife of former 
South African president, 
Nelson Mandela, was recently 
convicted on fraud charges. 

Mbeki, who acknowledged 
the Rastafarians at the cer¬ 
emony, agreed to meet with 
them at the Jamaica Pegasus 
Hotel, but was apparently 
upset with the public protest, 
saying that normally in South 
Africa comrades don’t dem¬ 
onstrate against comrades. 

Tuesday, the Rastafarians, 
who met with the South Afri¬ 
can president for about 20 
minutes at the Alexander 
Bustamante suite at the Ja¬ 
maica Pegasus Hotel, told him 
sorry. 

“We would like to apologise 
to his excellency for the man¬ 
ner in which the demonstra- 


A Rastafarian holding a placard, outside Mandela Park in 
Half-Way-Tree, during Monday’s civic ceremony to honour 
South African president Thabo Mbeki. (Jamaica Observer 
photo by Garfield Robinson) 


tion was carried out. It was a 
misunderstanding,” said Ras 
Sam, a spokesman for the 
Rastafari Centralisation 
Organisation. 

The Rastafarian delegation 
also raised the issues of repa¬ 
triation, reparations and the 
need to improve relations be¬ 
tween Africans in the 
Diaspora and those on the 
continent, in the meeting with 
Mbeki. 

“We are going on the conti¬ 
nent on the 20th of July and 


Straight A' student sits 
exams behind jail bars 


BLACK RIVER, Ja¬ 
maica—A 17-year-old stu¬ 
dent did his CXC and SSC 
(Secondary School Certifi¬ 
cate) exams while in jail at 
the Black River police sta¬ 
tion, last week, after being 
remanded in custody on 
pleading guilty to two 
counts of unlawful wound¬ 


be sentenced Wednesday 
by the Regional magistrate. 

The student used an 
icepick to stab a security 
officer over his eye and in 
his back. (Jamaica 
Gleaner) 


we want to be certain that 
when we are on the continent 
we can deal with him on the 
international human rights 
settlement of reparations and 
other issues,” Ras Sam said. 

According to the Rastafari 
spokesman, the reparations 
settlement was an interna¬ 
tional and moral requirement 
that was overdue since the 
signing of the Emancipation 
Act in 1838. 

“They are very interesting 
people. We have agreed to 
work together with them on 
issues that will benefit us 
both,” Mbeki told reporters 
after the meeting. 

Meanwhile, a number of 
Rastafarians were yesterday 
upset that they were not al¬ 
lowed to enter the meeting 
room with the South African 
president. 

One man had to be escorted 
from the area by the police 
after he began to behave bois¬ 
terously. 


ing. 

Resident Magistrate for 
the parish, Lyle Armstrong 
said she was remanding the 
young man, who is under¬ 
stood to be a “straight A’ 
student but with a violent 
temper, to send a message 
to other violent young 
people. 

Because of his incarcera¬ 
tion, the student had to be 
taken to school to do his 
Spanish CXC exam and six 
SSCsubjects, between June 
23 and 30. He has been re¬ 
manded since June 13, has 
pleaded guilty and was to 


Regional 


Shot hostage drama man 
awake, talking to police 


BRIDGETOWN, Barba¬ 
dos—Anderson Beckles, the 
man who was shot by police 
during a hostage drama at 
District “B” Police Station on 
Monday, is still in serious con¬ 
dition at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital (QEH). 

Beckles was reported Tues¬ 
day night to be conscious and 
talking but still in serious con¬ 
dition. 

He received a number of 
gunshot injuries in the 
shootout with police at the St 
George station where he had 
driven his car with the body of 
his girlfriend, Rena Cindy 
Prescod. He had earlier ab¬ 
ducted her at gunpoint from 
her workplace, Chickmont 
Foods, at Ridge, Christ 
Church. 

After the shootout, which 
followed a confrontation of 
several hours with police, the 
woman’s bloody body was 
found in the back seat of 
Beckles’ car. Police said she 
had apparently been dead for 
some time. 

Tuesday night police public 
relations officer, Station Ser¬ 
geant Barry Hunte, reported 
that a post-mortem had not 
yet been done on the body. 

Beckles, a 34-year-old car¬ 
penter, of Newbury, St 
George, was under heavy po¬ 
lice guard at the QEH. 

Assistant Commissioner of 
Police Bertie Hinds said that 
following Monday’s incident, 
security was being beefed up 
at all stations. 

“This decision was always a 
consideration of the force’s 
administration but had been 
heightened by the incident,” 
he said, noting that police of¬ 
ficers needed a safe environ¬ 
ment in which to work. 

Over at Chickmont’s plant 
where Prescod was employed 
for the past three years, man¬ 
agement closed down opera¬ 
tions yesterday, while Roman 
Catholic priest Father 
Harcourt Blackett counselled 
Prescod’s colleagues. 

They were the first to alert 
police to the danger she was 



Meanwhile, Jedson Rice, the 
father of Rena Prescod’s two 
young daughters, was report¬ 
edly threatened and attacked 
by Beckles shortly before 
Beckles kidnapped Prescod 
from her workplace Monday. 
A distraught Rice, told the 
Daily Nation that Beckles at¬ 
tacked him early Monday 
morning while he was making 
his way to Grantley Adams 
International Airport where 
he is employed as a labourer. 
Rice said he and Rena Cindy 
Prescod were still very close 
friends and that he had taken 
her and the two children to 
the beach on Sunday where 
she confided to him that she 
was afraid of Beckles and 
wanted nothing to do with 
him. 

“I gave her my cellular phone 
to call me because hers did 
not have a lot of money left 
and I knew that if she called 
cell-to-cell she wouldn’t have 
to pay,” he said. He added he 
was walking to the airport just 
after 8 a.m. when Beckles 
drove into the car park be¬ 
hind him and attacked him 
with a crowbar before pulling 
a gun on him. He managed to 
get away, he said. Shortly af¬ 
ter that, Rena called him on 
his cell phone. 

“She called me crying and 
told me that he had her and 
that she was frightened. He 

| - 


came on the phone and tell 
me don’t care what it takes, I 
can’t live,” he added. “I got to 
dead even if he got to kill 
himself too.” 

Rice said he left work imme¬ 
diately and headed for the 
Oistins Police Station to re¬ 
port the matter. 

“While I was at the station, I 
heard the police say a man 
had a woman at Boarded Hall 
Police Station with a gun....” 

School children 
found with 
ganja in home 

GEORGETOWN, 
Guyana—Eleven school 
children aged between 13 
and 17 years were found 
in a house at Industry, East 
Coast Demerara Tuesday 
morning. 

According to a press 
statement from the Police 
Public Relations Office, 
the group, which com¬ 
prised nine boys and two 
girls, was discovered at 
10:30 am when police, act¬ 
ing on inform ation, raided 
the house. 

A quantity of cannabis 
sativa and aefronto’ leaves 
was reportedly found in 
the house. 

Police said the children, 
who are from two city 
schools, were escorted to 
the Sparendaam Police 
Station, where their par¬ 
ents, the principals of the 
two schools and a proba¬ 
tion officer later turned 
up. 

The children were sub¬ 
sequently released into the 
custody of their guardians 
and the principals. Police 
are investigating. 
(Stabroek News) 


BEACH PLAZA CASINO 


Job Opportunity 

Attention! 

Are you friendly, enthusiastic and charming? 

Are you looking for a fun career, one that pays well? 
If you are a young lady between the ages of 18 
and 30, you can apply for our free dealers 
training school. 

To inquire, please pass by our office between the 
hours of 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Job available for those who meet our standards. 
Antilleans or persons with valid working permits 
should apply. 

















US/World 



Bush challenges Iraqi 
militants to a fight 


WASHINGTON—U.S. 
President George W. Bush 
on Wednesday had a tough 
message for Iraqi militants 
attacking U.S. troops— 
’’Bring them on”—and said 
the U.S. military presence 
was sufficient to deal with 
the attackers. 

Bush spoke in the face of 
increasing American con¬ 
cern about the rising casu¬ 
alty toll among U.S. troops. 
At least 23 American ser¬ 
vicemen have been killed by 
hostile fire since Bush de¬ 
clared major combat opera¬ 
tions over on May 1. 

“There are some who feel 
like that conditions are such 
that they can attack us 
there,” Bush told reporters 
at the White House. “My 
answer is: Bring them on. 
We have the force necessary 
to deal with the situation.” 

New Jersey Democratic 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg 
sharply criticized Bush for 
the “bring them on” com¬ 
ment. “I am shaking my head 
in disbelief. When I served 
in the army in Europe dur¬ 
ing World War II, I never 
heard any military com¬ 
mander—let alone the com¬ 
mander in chief—invite en¬ 
emies to attackU.S. troops,” 
said Lautenberg in a state¬ 
ment. 

A senior Pentagon official 
said Army Gen. John 
Abizaid, who will take 
charge of the U.S. Central 
Command next week, was 
studying whether to add 
forces, reposition them or 
use different types of troops 
in Iraq. 

The United States blames 
the resistance on ousted 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
Baath party loyalists, mili¬ 


tants from the Ansar al-Is- 
lam group who have relo¬ 
cated to operate in the Sunni 
Muslim “heartland” of Iraq, 
and groups tied to al Qaeda 
associate Ayman al- 
Zawahiri. “There’s people 
there that (would) like to 
run us out of there, create 
the conditions where we get 
nervous and decide to leave. 
We’re not going to get ner¬ 
vous,” Bush said. 

He said it was “just a mat¬ 
ter of time” before evidence 
was found of Iraqi weapons 
of destruction programs. 
The president had justified 
the invasion partly on the 
imminent threat such weap¬ 
ons posed, but so far none 
have been discovered. 

Trying to blunt criticism 
from some Democratic 
presidential candidates that 
Bush misled the public on 
the issue, White House 
spokesman Ari Fleischer, at 
his daily briefing, read a 1998 
statement from the Senate 
floor from one of those can¬ 
didates, Connecticut Sen. 
Joe Lieberman. Lieberman 
spoke of fears that Saddam 
would use weapons of mass 
destruction that “we know 
he has.” 

In any event, Bush said, 
Saddam was a threat to his 
own people based on the 
mass graves containing the 
remains of Saddam oppo¬ 
nents that have been found. 
“We have uncovered some 
unbelievable scenes,” he 
said. 

A USA Today/CNN/ 
Gallup poll this week found 
that the share of Americans 
who said things were going 
well for U.S. forces in Iraq 
had dropped to 56 percent 
from 70 percent a month ago. 
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Powell backs off intervention 
in Iran's domestic politics 



WASHINGTON—U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State Colin Powell 
backed away from interven¬ 
tion in Iranian politics on 
Wednesday, saying Washing¬ 
ton should stay away from 
what he called a “family fight” 
between reformists and con¬ 
servatives. 

Powell also reminded listen¬ 
ers in a radio interview that 
President Mohammad 
Khatami won elections and 
said that Iranian rulers might 
make concessions to the pro¬ 
test movement. 

The Bush administration 
annoyed the Iranian govern¬ 
ment last month by coming 
out strongly in support of stu¬ 
dent protests last month 
against Iran’s clerical rulers. 
The protests included harsh 
criticism of Khatami, a mod¬ 
erate, as well as the conserva¬ 
tive clerics who have blocked 
his attempts at reform. 


U.S. President George W. 
Bush says Iran is part of an 
“axis of evil” and administra¬ 
tion officials have said Wash¬ 
ington reserves the right to 
use military force against 
Iran’s nuclear programs. But 
the protests have since sub¬ 
sided, leaving the United 
States little to show for its 
intervention in the conflict. 

Powell told the Washington 
radio station WMAL: “The 
best thing we can do right now 
is not get in the middle of this 
family fight too deeply.” 

“Remember that the presi¬ 
dent of Iran is freely elected. 
President Khatami was 
elected by his people, not in 
an American kind of election 
but an election that essentially 
tapped into the desires of the 
people,” he added. 

His remark echoed a con¬ 
troversial comment by Deputy 
Secretary of State Richard 


Armitage, who told the Los 
Angeles Times that Iran was 
different because it was a de¬ 
mocracy. 

A group of hawks close to 
the Bush administration fa¬ 
vors intervention to change 
the government in Tehran. 
But Powell suggested it would 
be wiser to leave the internal 
conflict in Iran to play itself 

“I think it’s best for us to see 
if this movement that is under 
way with people marching and 
expressing their views is 
enough to put pressure on the 
political part of the Iranian 
government, President 
Khatami, and then the reli¬ 
gious part under (Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali) 
Khamanei to see whether this 
causes them to realize that 
they are going down a loser 
trail,” Powell told the radio 
station. 



A U.S. Army soldier plays with a bicycle in Fallujah, Iraq. U.S. troops launched a public 
relations campaign on Wednesday to try and convince Iraqis that American forces were 
not behind a mosque explosion in Falluja that local residents said killed nine people. 
Falluja residents refused to listen and vowed to wage a holy war to drive Americans troops 
out of their town. 


Bremer seeks more troops 


PHILADELPHIA—The 
U.S. administrator in Iraq is 
asking for more American 
troops and civilians to speed 
restoration of order and pub¬ 
lic services, the Philadelphia 
Inquirer reported on Wednes- 
day, but a Pentagon official 
denied the report. 

The newspaper, quoting un¬ 
named U.S. officials, said U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld was reviewing a re¬ 
quest submitted by Paul 
Bremer amid escalating anti- 
American sentiment and at¬ 
tacks on U.S. forces. 

A senior Pentagon official, 
who asked not to be identi¬ 
fied, denied that Bremer had 
asked for more troops to re¬ 
store order and stem attacks. 



But he also told Reuters in 
Washington that Army Gen. 
John Abizaid, who will take 
charge of the U.S. Central 
Command next week, was 


studying whether to add 
forces, reposition them or use 
different types of troops. 

“There has been no such re¬ 
quest.” the official said. 
“There are still remnants that 
are going to try to do harm to 
our forces. And there are still 
going to be causalities. The 
other side is if you put more 
troops in, you put more tar¬ 
gets in there.” 

There are currently about 
146,000 U.S. troops in Iraq 
and about 12,000 British and 
other allied soldiers. The offi¬ 
cial noted that more than 30 
other countries had either al¬ 
ready committed or promised 
additional forces to help sta¬ 
bilize Iraq. He did not specify 
the numbers promised. 



Bush taps 
former Lilly 
executive to 
run AIDS plan 

WASHINGTON—On the 
eve of a trip to Africa where 
AIDS tops the agenda, Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush on 
Wednesday named a former 
drug company executive to 
head a $15 billion U.S. pro¬ 
gram to combat the disease 
worldwide. 

His appointment of Randall 
Tobias, the retired chairman 
and chief executive officer of 
the Indianapolis-based Eli 
Lilly and Co., drew immedi¬ 
ate criticism from AIDS ac¬ 
tivists who said his connec¬ 
tions to the pharmaceutical 
industry would raise conflict- 
of-interest issues. 

“Randy Tobias has a man¬ 
date directly from me to get 
our AIDS initiative up and 
running as soon as possible,” 
Bush told reporters at the 
White House. “We will set up 
a broad and efficient network 
to deliver drugs to the far¬ 
thest reaches of Africa, even 
by motorcycle or bicycle.” 
Bush leaves on a five-day visit 
to Senegal, South Africa, Ni¬ 
geria, Botswana and Uganda 
on Monday. The trip will fo¬ 
cus on security and regional 
conflicts, economic develop¬ 
ment, promotion of democ¬ 
racy and the fight against 
AIDS. 

Tobias, a substantial donor 
to the Republican Party and 
Bush’s political campaigns, 
will have the rank of ambassa¬ 
dor, making his job subject to 
Senate confirmation. Critics 
predicted he would face some 
opposition. 

According to the United 
Nations UNAIDS agency, 42 
million people are infected 
with HIV worldwide- 29.4 
million of them in Africa. 
Tobias, appearing in the 
Roosevelt Room with Bush, 
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell and other U.S. offi¬ 
cials, called AIDS statistics in 
Africa “nearly incomprehen¬ 
sible.” 

“AIDS has already killed al¬ 
most 20 million people in sub- 
Saharan Africa, where it is 
the number one cause of 
death,” Tobias said. “And, 
without intervention, it will 
claim the lives of one quarter 
of the population in the next 
decade.” 
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International 


Berlusconi ruins EU 
debut with Nazi jibe 


STRASBOURG, France— 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi ruined his debut 
as head of the European 
Union on Wednesday when 
he stirred outrage by compar¬ 
ing a critical German law¬ 
maker with a Nazi concentra¬ 
tion camp guard. 

Berlusconi’s jibe, which he 
insisted was meant as an ironic 
joke, sparked fury in the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament and em¬ 
barrassed EU officials, over¬ 
shadowing the presentation of 
Italy’s priorities for its six- 
month EU presidency, which 
began on Tuesday. 

The outburst fuelled the 
doubts of those who have 
questioned Berlusconi’s suit¬ 
ability to lead the 15-nation 
bloc, given the conservative 
billionaire-turned-politician’s 
legal problems and volatile 
character. Opposition Italian 
MPs demanded that he re¬ 
sign, and even some of his 
political allies expressed dis¬ 
may at his outburst. 

Berlusconi later said he did 
not mean to offend German 
feelings, but he declined to 
retract the comment or 
apologise to Social Demo¬ 
cratic MEP Martin Schulz. 

The flare-up came after 
Schulz criticised an alleged 
conflict of interest between 
the political role of Italy’s rich¬ 
est man and his extensive 
media empire, and deplored 
outspoken comments on im¬ 
migration by Reforms Minis¬ 
ter Umberto Bossi. “Mr 
Schulz, I know there is in Italy 
a man producing a film on the 
Nazi concentration camps. I 
would like to suggest you for 
the role of Kapo. You’d be 
perfect,” Berlusconi ex¬ 
claimed to jeers in the cham¬ 
ber. 

Kapos were usually petty 
criminals, sometimes Jewish, 
used by Nazi German death 
camp authorities during 
World War Two to enforce 
harsh discipline on Jews and 


other inmates. 

Berlusconi refused to with¬ 
draw the remark when given 
the opportunity by EU Parlia¬ 
ment President Pat Cox and 
at a news conference. But he 
later told centre-right EU par¬ 
liamentarians he regretted his 
words had hurt the feelings of 
the Germans. 

“I could not imagine that this 
would hurt the feelings of our 
friends the German people,” 
he told reporters. “I am sorry, 
I am saddened that there has 
been a misinterpretation.” 
Cox called the incident highly 
regrettable and said the re¬ 
marks “caused a sense of great 
offence among many MEPs”. 

The German government 
called in the Italian ambassa¬ 
dor in Berlin to tell him 
Berlusconi’s comments were 
“unacceptable”. The Italian 
Foreign Ministry summoned 
the German ambassador late 
on Wednesday and told him 
Schulz’s remarks were “a 
grave, unacceptable offence” 



Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi addresses the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg, on Wednesday. 


to Berlusconi’s dignity and to 
the Italian and European in¬ 
stitutions. 

Berlusconi said Schulz had 
insulted him and his country. 
He interrupted Cox at a joint 
news conference by banging 
on the table imitating the 
manner in which some MEPs 
had barracked him. 


The leaders of two of the 
four main parties in Italy’s 
centre-right coalition dis¬ 
tanced themselves from 
Berlusconi’s comments, and 
Greens leader Alfonso 
Pecoraro Scanio said “For the 
good of the nation, Berlusconi 
should apologise and resign.” 


German teen kills self 
after school shooting 


COBURG, Germany—A 16- 
year-old boy with an apparent 
interest in Satanism walked 
into a German school with 
two handguns, opened fire in 
his classroom and wounded a 
teacher before killing himself, 
police said on Wednesday. 

The incident was chillingly 
reminiscent of Germany’s 
worst shooting spree since 
World War Two in which a 
student killed 16 pupils and 
teachers before shooting him¬ 
self at a school in the eastern 
city of Erfurt last year. 

On Wednesday, the boy had 
whipped out one gun during a 
German lesson at his school 
in the town of Coburg, south 


Germany, and fired a shot at 
his teacher who was standing 
in front of the class, police 
said. “This shot only just 
missed the teacher and hit the 
black board,” police officer 
Reinhard Mueller said. 

The teacher and all but one 
of his fellow students fled the 
room in panic after the boy 
fired another shot at the 
board. 

A second teacher, who also 
worked as a school psycholo¬ 
gist, approached the student 
and tried to seize the gun. But 
the weapon went off and hit 
her in the leg. Mueller said 
the shot did not seem to have 
been deliberate. 


The teenager then took a 
second, bigger gun out of his 
backpack and shot himself 
dead, police said. Police did 
not give details about boy’s 
motives but said documents 
at his home suggested he had 
been interested in Satanism. 

The wounded teacher was 
released from hospital after 
treatment. One student was 
slightly injured when he 
jumped out of a window, but 
no other casualties were re¬ 
ported. 

The teenager had taken the 
two guns out of his father’s 
weapons collection, police 
said. 


International News Briefs 


Finn chops up wife 

HELSINKI—A Finnish man killed his wife on Saturday 
and cut the corpse in half so it would fit into a single plastic 
bag. He turned up for work on Monday but left early to 
confess to police. 

Police spokesman Jorma Jantunen told Reuters the 
man, in his mid-30s, arrived at the police station and said 
his wife’s body was in the boot of their car at home. 
Jantunen said there was no clear motive for the crime, 
which the man committed after the couple had been 
drinking at home in Vaasa, 400 km (250 miles) northwest 
of the capital Helsinki. 

Sore loser 

BOSTON—A New Hampshire man has been charged 
with assaulting his girlfriend after flying into a violent rage 
when she beat him in an arm-wrestling match and called 
him a “wimp.” 

The Union-Leader newspaper reported on Wednesday 
that Raymond White and Lisa Smith had been drinking 
early on Tuesday when she remarked that he didn’t have 
any muscles and challenged him to an arm-wrestling 
match. Smith mocked White after winning the contest, 
and he responded by grabbing her by the hair, dragging 
her down a set of stairs and punching her several times 
in the head, the paper said, citing court documents. 
White was charged with simple assault, a misdemeanor. 
He pleaded innocent in Manchester District Court, and a 
trial was set for September. 

Life for spitting 

OKLAHOMA CITY—An Oklahoma man arrested on sus¬ 
picion of beating his wife faced year in prison and a fine. 
But when he spit in an arresting officer’s face, he got a life 
sentence instead, officials said on Wednesday. 

John Carl Marquez, 36, was convicted of “placing bodily 
fluid upon a government employee,” a felony that can 
carry a life sentence because of the possibility of trans¬ 
mitting a potentially deadly disease. State judge April 
Sellers White sentenced Marquez this week even though 
Marquez and the officer tested negative for any commu¬ 
nicable disease. 

Baby born with four 
legs, three hands 

LUSAKA—A Zambian woman has given birth to a baby 
girl with four legs and three hands, a senior doctor said on 
Wednesday. 

University Teaching Hospital (UTH) pediatric consultant 
surgeon Lupando Munkonge said the as-yet unnamed 
baby also had three kidneys and an abnormal liver, but 
the baby's condition was stable and her mother was in 
good health. 

“We have a baby that was born with abnormal features. 
Doctors will first remove the extra external features be¬ 
fore removing the extra kidney,” Munkonge told report¬ 
ers. 

Munkonge said the baby's deformities were caused by 
the incomplete growth of another foetus and a multiplica¬ 
tion of cells which would normally have resulted in the 
birth of Siamese twins. 


Algeria releases jailed 
radical Islamist leaders 


ALGIERS—Two jailed lead¬ 
ers of Algeria’s banned Is¬ 
lamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
were freed on Wednesday af¬ 
ter being held since 1992, 
when elections their party was 
poised to win were scrapped, 
triggering a decade of blood¬ 
shed. 

Party chief Abassi Madani 
and deputy Ali Belhadj were 
released after serving 12-year 
prison terms for threatening 
state security, FIS official 
Kernel Guemezitold Reuters. 

Authorities said in state¬ 
ments that Madani, 72, and 


Belhadj, 47, were barred from 
political activity and that 
Madani signed the release 
conditions while Belhadj re¬ 
fused. It was unclear what this 
meant for Belhadj, who also 
declined police protection. 

“Don’t fear, be confident. 
Algeria belongs to Algerians,” 
he told a group of cheering 
supporters in the capital 
Algiers. 

The FIS, which sought to 
create an Islamist state, gradu¬ 
ally lost influence after it was 
outlawed in 1992. Ordinary 
Algerians are now more con¬ 


cerned with earning a living 
as was evident by the limited 
show of support on Wednes¬ 
day. 

But some parts of the politi¬ 
cal elite fear the FIS leaders 
may reignite the Islamist 
flame ahead of presidential 
elections in April 2004. Politi¬ 
cians and intellectuals who 
campaigned for their release 
said it was a necessary move 
for reconciliation in the largely 
Muslim North African coun¬ 
try of 32 million inhabitants. 
The two were detained in 1991 
and sentenced in 1992. 
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Abbas vows to (rack down on militants 


RAMALLAH, West Bank— 
Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Abbas made a 
tough pledge on Wednesday 
to jail militants who violate a 
ceasefire with Israel that is 
crucial to a U.S.-backed 
peace plan. 

Abbas also told Reuters in 
an interview, one day after 
talks with Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister Ariel Sharon, that the 
three-month truce an¬ 
nounced by militants on Sun¬ 
day would collapse if Israel 


failed to free a significant 
number of Palestinian pris¬ 
oners. 

Asked if he would punish 
people who violated the 
truce, Abbas said in his office 
in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah: “We will crack 
down on them. I think the 
Palestinian people will accept 
this because the Palestinian 
people accepted the truce and 
they are keen to keep it. So 
from now on anybody, any 
faction, any party which vio¬ 


lates it—we will put them in 
prison.” 

It was his clearest commit¬ 
ment to cracking down on 
militant organisations like 
Hamas since Israel and the 
Palestinians approved a 
“road map” to peace drawn 
up by an international quar¬ 
tet led by the United States. 
Israel says the road map will 
succeed only if Abbas reins in 
groups behind suicide bomb¬ 
ings and other attacks that 
have killed hundreds of Is¬ 



An elderly Palestinian man watches Palestinian policemen march prior to their deploy 
ment in Bethlehem on Wednesday after the Palestinians took security control over the cit 
from the Israeli army. 


Israeli troops quit Bethlehem 


BETHLEHEM, West 
Bank—Church bells pealed 
in celebration on Wednes¬ 
day after Israel handed over 
the West Bank city of 
Bethlehem to Palestinian 
police under a security pact 
to bolster a new U.S.-backed 
peace plan. 

Armed Palestinian police, 
their patrol car sirens blar¬ 
ing, fanned out through the 
ancient town revered by 
Christians worldwide as the 
birthplace of Jesus, as well as 
in the adjacent towns of Beit 
Jala and Beit Sahour. 

But joy over Israel’s secu¬ 
rity handover was tempered 
by the fact Israeli troops con¬ 
tinued to restrict movement 
on roads in and out of the 
town on Jerusalem’s south¬ 
ern outskirts. “This with¬ 
drawal is cosmetic and theat¬ 
rical because we are still liv¬ 
ing in a prison if we cannot 
move from one place to an¬ 
other,” said Sharif Salem, a 
government employee. 

The accord requires Pales¬ 
tinian police to fill the secu¬ 
rity gap created by the Israeli 
pullback by cracking down if 
needed on militants planning 
to attack Israelis. Israel says 
if they do not do so it could 


reoccupy Bethlehem. 

In what appeared to be a 
violation of a ceasefire agreed 
by Palestinian militants, an 
Israeli army spokesman said 
three people were lightly 
wounded when several mor¬ 
tar bombs were fired into the 
Jewish settlement of Kfar 
Darom in the Gaza Strip. 
Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Abbas pledged in 
an interview with Reuters to 
jail militants who violate the 
ceasefire. 

Bethlehem was battered by 
fierce fighting and full Israeli 
reoccupation at the peak of a 
Palestinian uprising for state¬ 
hood last year. The upheaval 
included an army siege of 
militants holed up inside the 
Church of the Nativity in 
Manger Square. 


raelis in a 33-month uprising. 

Abbas, a 65-year-old intel¬ 
lectual and former peace ne¬ 
gotiator appointed by Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat under in¬ 
ternational pressure, said he 
was rebuilding the decimated 
Palestinian security forces 
and expected them to be 
strong enough to combat 
truce violators in about a 
month. 

Asked if a crackdown could 
spark intra-Palestinian vio¬ 
lence, Abbas replied: “It is 
risky, yes, but we will do our 
best to avoid any confronta¬ 
tion with our people. Because 
if we do it, it could come to 
civil war and finish all our 
people’s hopes.” 

Agreement on the road map 
by both sides has raised cau¬ 
tious optimism about peace. 
The ceasefire announced by 
militant groups such as 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, and 
initial Israeli troop pullbacks 
in some Palestinian areas, has 
raised hopes further. 

Sharon and Abbas said af¬ 
ter the talks on Tuesday, their 
third bilateral meeting this 
year, that conditions were 
ripe for progress on the road 
map. It outlines steps to end 
violence and lead to the cre¬ 
ation of a Palestinian state in 
2005. 

But Abbas said on Wednes¬ 
day any failure by Israel to 



release Palestinian prisoners 
would pose the biggest single 
threat to the success of the 
ceasefire and the road map. 
He said Israel would also de¬ 
stroy the truce if it assassi¬ 
nated more militants. “If we 
wait for three months with¬ 
out any release of the prison¬ 
ers, the ceasefire will break 
down. If they assassinate any¬ 
body it will collapse.” 

He urged Israel to release 
all Palestinian prisoners held 
in Israeli jails, whose total he 
put at about 8,000. Sharon 
has signalled his readiness to 
consider releasing some pris¬ 
oners. 

Abbas said he had infor¬ 
mally proposed to Washing¬ 
ton that the two sides should 
soon start discussing thorny 
issues that have long pre¬ 
vented a final peace agree¬ 


ment. Such issues include the 
future of Jerusalem and the 
right of Palestinian refugees 
to return to homes they fled 
or were forced from after 
Israel’s creation in 1948, in 
what was British Mandate 
Palestine. 

Abbas said that the U.S.- 
sponsored Camp David 
peace talks in July 2000 had 
foundered because too little 
time was allowed to iron out 
the most difficult issues of 
the decades-long conflict. He 
suggested talks on such “fi¬ 
nal status” issues must begin 
as soon as possible, in paral¬ 
lel with the initial stages of 
the road map, to allow agree¬ 
ment by 2005 when the plan 
envisages Palestinian state¬ 
hood in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


On Wednesday, residents 
saluted or honked their car 
horns at blue uniformed po¬ 
lice back on duty. Policemen 
held AK-47 assault rifles and, 
in some cases, waved the 
black-green-red-and-white 
Palestinian flag. About 100 
police officers marched 
through the centre to under¬ 
line that they were in charge 
after a year-long absence. 

Army vehicles streamed out 
of Bethlehem and Israeli 
troops packed up equipment 
in the final hours before the 
handover. “It is good that 
they withdrew. At least now, 
we can feel safe in our homes 
without having soldiers 
knocking on our doors (to 
make raids),” said Fatima 
Gadallah, a housewife. 


P.O. Box 515 
Madame Estate 


542 4561 


|S(. Maarten Cable TV 
JUNE 2003 

DISCONNECTION NOTICE 

All St. Maarten Cable TV subscribers who have an 
outstanding balance for Cable TV service including 
pay per view for the month of JUNE 2003 are 
requested to come in and settle their bill. 
Disconnection date for JUNE 2003 Cable TV 
service will take place on Monday, July 7th, 2003 
for all subscribers. 

Subscribers are encouraged to pay before 
Monday, July 7th, 2003 to avoid paying the 
reconnection fee. Non-compliance with payments 
will regretfully result in intermption of your Cable 
TV service. 

Subscribers should take note that payments via the 
bank take approximately five (5) working days 
before reaching St. Maarten Cable TV and are 
urged to come to our Madame Estate Office to 
make payments in order to avoid being 
disconnected. 

If you have any questions about your account, please 
call our Customer Service Department 542-4361 
Mondays through Fridays from 8:15 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. 





















Mexican President Vicente Fox greets members of his cabinet as he arrives at an event 
to celebrate the third anniversary of the election victory that brought him to power in 
Mexico City, on Wednesday. 


Iranian opposition supporters celebrate the news that the 
leader of the political wing of the Iranian People’s 
Mujahideen Maryam Rajavi, detained in France on suspi¬ 
cion of planning possible terrorist attacks, will soon be 
freed, in Paris on Wednesday. 


Fox defends record before midterm vote 


International 
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MEXICO CITY—With his 
conservative party facing a 
setback in mid-term elec¬ 
tions this weekend, Mexican 
President Vicente Fox de¬ 
fended his record on 
Wednesday by saying he had 
made great advances fight¬ 
ing corruption. 

Speaking three years to the 
day after his election ended 
71 years of one-party rule in 
Mexico, Foxflatly denied his 
government had made any 
mistakes despite continuing 
troubles with the economy 
and his reform program. 

“I am very satisfied. Mexico 
is moving ahead and it’s 
moving ahead well. Fortu¬ 
nately, the changes are com¬ 
ing one after another. We 
are moving well and we’ll 
continue to do so,” Fox said 


Court orders release 
of Mujahideen leader 


as he also marked his 61st 
birthday. 

Asked by reporters if his 
government had made any 
mistakes, he said simply: 
“None.” 


PARIS—A Paris court on 
Wednesday ordered the re¬ 
lease of the leader of the po¬ 
litical wing of the Iranian 
People’s Mujahideen, held on 
suspicion of planning possible 
terrorist attacks, judicial offi¬ 
cials said. 

Maryam Rajavi was arrested 
last month in a French crack¬ 
down on Iran’s largest armed 
opposition group that sparked 
dramatic protests across Eu¬ 
rope in which several people 
set themselves on fire. 

The public prosecutor had 
recommended Rajavi, the 
charismatic head of the Na¬ 
tional Council of Resistance 
of Iran (NCRI), remain in 
detention as a possible threat 
to public order. Rajavi and 16 
other associates are under in¬ 
vestigation on a charge of “as¬ 
sociation with criminals in 
connection with a terrorist 
enterprise.” 

The Paris appeals court set 
bail at 80,000 euros ($92,350) 
and ordered Rajavi to live at 
her Auvers-sur-Oise base just 
outside Paris and not leave 


France during the investiga- 

“This is the happiest day of 
my life,” said Shahin Gobadi, 
a member of the NCRI for¬ 
eign affairs committee. “It 
should be obvious now that 
all the allegations are abso¬ 
lutely baseless.” 

Rajavi, wife of the 
Mujahideen’s main figure 
Massoud Rajavi, has been 
held since June 17. Eight oth¬ 
ers were also bailed along with 
her, their release following 
the freeing on Tuesday of an¬ 
other two members detained 
in the police swoop. The re¬ 
maining six were not being 
held in custody. 

Interior Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy on Sunday defended 
last month’s raids on the 
Mujahideen’s offices, saying 
France would not become a 
“stomping ground for any ter¬ 
rorist organisation”. The raids 
uncovered several suitcases of 
$100 bills totalling $8-9 mil¬ 
lion, a sum Sarkozy said could 
only raise serious questions. 


Polls show most Mexicans 
would disagree. The 
economy has been weak 
since Fox took office, con¬ 
tracting 0.3 percent in 2001 
and growing just 0.9 percent 
last year. About half of the 
100 million Mexicans are 
poor. 

Fox and his National Ac¬ 
tion Party, or PAN, had 
hoped to win its first major¬ 
ity in the lower house Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies but polls 
show the PAN might actu¬ 
ally lose some seats. Sunday’s 
vote is widely seen here as a 
referendum on Fox’s rule. 

The Institutional Revolu¬ 
tionary Party, or PRI, ruled 
Mexico for decades before 
Fox’s election and it contin¬ 
ues to dominate Congress, 
blocking or watering down 
his proposals for sweeping 
tax changes and reforms 
aimed at increasing private 
investment in the electricity 
sector. 

PRI leader Roberto 
Madrazo said on Wednes¬ 


day that Mexico had “lost” 
three years because of Fox’s 
failures. “There is no growth, 
there is no development and 
his campaign promises are 
totally broken,” Madrazo 
said at a campaign event in 
the capital. 

Fox remains popular but 
many Mexicans are disillu¬ 
sioned by his failure to bring 
faster economic growth and 
lower crime as he had prom¬ 


ised. His government won 
credit at home for refusing 
to bend to U.S. pressure in 
the U.N. Security Council to 
back the Iraq war but it failed 
to clinch a deal with Wash¬ 
ington to win legal status for 
millions of Mexicans living 
in the United States illegally. 

The president was, how¬ 
ever, upbeat about his 
government’s record on 
Wednesday. He pointed to 


widely acknowledged suc¬ 
cesses in fighting corruption 
and said Mexico was now a 
much better country than 
three years ago when he first 
took office. 

“The country we live in is 
different and it is better— 
more free, more open,” Fox 
said in a speech at the presi¬ 
dential palace. “We are a 
government with clean 
hands.” 


British Army accused of 
covering up gang rapes 


LONDON—Hundreds of 
Kenyan women who claim 
they were raped by British 
soldiers have won legal back¬ 
ing to take the British Army 
to court, with their lawyer and 
Amnesty International accus¬ 
ing officers of a 20-year cover- 
up. 

The alleged offences against 
the group of 650 women took 
place in Kenya from the mid- 
1970s onwards while British 
Army units were on training 
exercises in the east African 
country. 

“What appals me is that on 
at least 10 occasions senior 
British officers were informed 
what was happening yet they 
failed to investigate,” lawyer 
Martyn Day told reporters on 
Wednesday. “It is almost as 
though the British Army felt 
it could throw out its rule book 
in Kenya.” 

Human rights group Am¬ 


nesty International accused 
the British Army of turning a 
blind eye to well-documented 
attacks. “The fact that so many 
rape claims over such a long 
period were neither investi¬ 
gated nor prosecuted shows a 
systematic failure of the UK 
army and may amount to in¬ 
stitutional acquiescence,” said 
Secretary-General Irene 
Khan. 

Calling for an urgent, inde¬ 
pendent judicial enquiry, 
Khan said more than half the 
women had been gang raped. 
“Here we have a major issue 
of institutional behaviour— 
impunity and apathy,” Khan 
told the news conference. “We 
want to find out what went 
wrong to make sure it never 
happens again.” 

Day, who scored a major vic¬ 
tory against the British gov¬ 
ernment last July when he won 
compensation for 233 


Kenyans maimed by 
unexploded munitions left 
behind by the army, said he 
expected most of the rape 
cases to be proved. “It is pos¬ 
sible that some may be jump¬ 
ing on the bandwagon, but I 
will be amazed if at least 500 
are not genuine,” he said, not¬ 
ing that he had so far corrobo¬ 
rated 100 of the 650 claims. 

The Ministry of Defence in 
London declined to comment, 
noting that military police 
were investigating the allega¬ 
tions. “A Royal Military Po¬ 
lice team has visited Kenya 
three times. There is a team 
there now. It is not appropri¬ 
ate to comment further, a 
spokeswoman said. 

The women say the soldiers 
attacked them when they were 
out herding, fetching water, 
collecting firewood or walk¬ 
ing. 
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Lula faces landless revolt 
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trucks, in Goiana of Pernambuco state, 1600 km (975 miles) northeast of Brasilia, on 
Wednesday. 
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invasions and protests in 20 
states. 

MST leaders met with Lula 
in the presidential palace on 
Wednesday to demand an 
overhaul of the land redis¬ 
tribution system and better 
settlements for people wait¬ 
ing for land. 

On the nearby plains, MST 


member Augustin Reis kept 
watch over the grassland and 
scrub, machete at the ready. 
“All we’re asking for is a 
little piece of land, so we can 
work, so we can have some 
pride,” said Reis, the face of 
leftist guerrilla Ernesto 
“Che” Guevara staring out 
from his red T-shirt. 


LAGO OESTE, Brazil- 
Peasants and a ranch owner 
put up barricades on 
Wednesday in a land battle 
just miles from Brazil’s capi¬ 
tal as nationwide protests 
aimed at speeding up land 
reform grew. 

The standoff 25 miles (40 
km) west of the capital 
Brasilia was part a wave of 
looting, blockades and pro¬ 
tests by Brazil’s Landless 
Workers Movement, or 
MST, to pressure the cen¬ 
ter-left government to give 
land to the nation’s poor. 

“We’re prepared to fight if 
we have to. We can get guns,” 
said MST volunteer Rindo 
de Oliveira, 32, as the 
movement’s red flag flew 
over a watchtower and over¬ 


turned trailer barricading 
the occupied ranchland. 

Some 250 families have 
occupied a small part of the 
1,950-acre (800-hectare) 
cattle ranch owned by Bra¬ 
zilian businessman Mario 
Zinato for 12 days. On 
Wednesday, the peasants 
barricaded themselves in 
while the land owner’s work¬ 
ers blockaded the peasants’ 
camp to prevent supporters 
from joining them. 

President Inacio Lula da 
Silva, Brazil’s first working- 
class president, has asked for 
patience from the MST and 
a halt to occupations to give 
his newly elected govern¬ 
ment time to redistribute 
farm land and hand out cash 
and housing. After an initial 


respite in invasions of un¬ 
used farm land, the MST has 
launched fresh occupations 
arguing its members are too 
hungry to wait on lengthy 
land redistribution bureau¬ 
cracy. 

“I don’t want to fight. 
They’ve got women and chil¬ 
dren in there, but we’re go¬ 
ing to get them out of there, 
hopefully tomorrow,” said 
Zinato, who is in talks with 
authorities about evicting 
the peasants. 

A small number of big land- 
owners own the vast major¬ 
ity of arable land in Brazil, 
which has some of the 
world’s greatest disparities 
in income and education lev¬ 
els. To get some of that land, 
the MST, founded in 1984, 


has taken land reform into 
its own hands and is cur¬ 
rently staging more than 100 


Creation of 
human she-males 
sparks outrage 


United States have created 
hybrid human “she-males”, 
mixing male and female cells 
in the same embryo, outrag¬ 
ing fertility experts and anti¬ 
abortionists. 

Dr Norbert Gleicher of the 
Foundation for Reproduc¬ 
tive Medicine in Chicago and 
a colleague injected male 
cells into female embryos in 
research which they believe 
could lead to better treat¬ 
ments or cures for single gene 
disorders. 


Chilean bleb may 
octopus or whale 


But their work provoked 
revulsion when they pre¬ 
sented it to the annual meet¬ 
ing of the European Society 
of Human Reproduction and 
Embryology (ESHRE). 
“There are very good rea¬ 
sons why this type of research 
is generally rejected by the 
international research com¬ 
munity,” Dr Francoise 
Shenfield of ESHRE said on 
Wednesday. 

“I cannot conceive of any 
situation in which this par¬ 
ticular technique would be 
acceptable, and if it cannot 
be applied there is not much 
use in experimenting with it,” 
she added. 

Gleicher and his colleague 
used male cells because they 
were easier to track as they 
studied the development of 
the embryos up to six days. 

Their work also sparked 
outrage from abortion oppo¬ 
nents who described it as run¬ 
away science. “This is gross 
manipulation of human life, ” 
said Nuala Scarisbrick of 
British anti-abortion charity 
Life. “The creation of a' she- 
male’ is disgusting, but not 
surprising.” 


SANTIAGO, Chile—Scien¬ 
tists said on Wednesday a 
huge mass of slimy flesh that 
washed up on a Chilean 
beach last week may be a 
rare type of giant octopus or 
just discarded whale blub¬ 
ber. 

European zoologists con¬ 
tacted by the Chileans to 
help identify the 40-foot- 
long (12-meter) piece of ge¬ 
latinous tissue said it closely 
resembled descriptions of a 
bizarre specimen found in 
Florida in 1896 that was 
named “octopus giganteus” 
and has confounded experts 
ever since. 

Other informal sightings of 
similar deep-sea creatures by 
fishermen and divers from 
the Bahamas to Tasmania 
are the stuff of folklore on 
the “Bermuda Blob” as well 
as academic study. 

“We’ve been in touch with 
zoologists from different 
countries. We’ve had re¬ 


sponses from France and 
Italy from people who say, 
based on the preliminary 
data we sent them, it could 
be a gigantic octopus,” said 
Elsa Cabrera, director of the 
Center for Cetacean Con¬ 
servation in Santiago. 

The center plans to send 
tissue samples abroad to be 
examined. “I don’t dare say 
what it is. I’m hoping the 
experts can tell us,” she 
added. 

James Mead, a zoologist 
with the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution in Washington, thinks 
it is whale blubber. “I don’t 
have enough data to say, yes 
it’s an octopus or its a whale 
but I would hazard a bet that 
when it gets firmly identi¬ 
fied, it’ll be a whale,” he told 
Reuters by telephone. 

He said a whale could have 
died of old age, decayed and 
a big piece of it could have 
drifted to shore. Photo¬ 
graphs of the carcass showed 


be giant 
blubber 

a pinkish-grey blob on the 
beach resembling a 
squashed elephant. 

The largest of the over 100 
officially recognized species 
of octopus can measure up 
to 20 feet (7 meters). 
Cabrera went to see the car¬ 
cass last weekend after the 
Navy alerted her center to 
what it thought were two 
beached whales. One car¬ 
cass was a humpback and 
the other a complete sur¬ 
prise. 

“We’d never seen such a 
strange specimen,” Cabrera 
said. 

Its characteristics match 
those given by 19th Century 
scientists that examined the 
creature found in 1896, who 
described pulling at the 60- 
foot (18-meter) animal with 
a team of horses and hack¬ 
ing at it with an axe without 
making a dent. 


FISHERMANS 
WHARF APARTMENTS 
SPECIAL!!! 

Located at Cole Bay Lagoon. 

• Fully furnished 

• Airconditioned 

• 1 bedroom units 

• Washers & dryers 

• Cable T.V. 

• Phone 

• Wireless internet 

• Private parking 

• Free billing service 

• Security and gated community 

• One month security deposit only!! 

starting at $ 450.00 

We accept Visa and Mastercard. 

Call 54-45301 
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Classified ads should be booked before 3:00 pm at Bush Road 22, at The Mailbox 
or Cyberlink. Ads must be paid in advance at all times (cash payment required). 

Maximum number of words: 30. 

Regular: one insertion S4/full week (6x) S20. Highlighted (border around 
ad): one insertion $6 /full week S30. Commercial rate (grey block): 

$60 for one full week. 

Pricing Classifieds with photo. Personal: $35.- per week 
(max 30 words with one picture) 

Commercial: $80.00 per week (max. 30 words with one picture) 



Super Bikes & Car N.V: 2002 
Dodge Neon SE: Silver, 4 
cyl.,automatic,low mileage, 
excellent driving, low on gas, 
A/C, radio/cassette, power. 
No money down. 100% fi¬ 
nancing available at $225 
p/m. Call Fadi: 5442779 or 
at: www.sxmcar.com. 



1999 Dodge Durango: automatic, 
2 exhaust pipes, magrims, fully 
loaded, CD player, leather interior, 
tinted windows, lowmileage, new 
tires. In superb condition. $19,995 
o.n.o. Call: 5221502 (serious 
persons only). 



1991 Mazda MPV (7seater) Colour 
Maroon. Price: $2,500. A/C, power 
windows, new paint job. Call: 
5564130. 

Mercedes Benz Truck 2626 6x4. 

All new tires. Must see. $14,000. 
Call: (00590) 590 510242 / 690 
565440/590294742. 


New! 2003 Chevrolet Cavalier: 

A/C, CD, AM/FM radio, automatic, 
only 3250 miles. Colour: Silver. 
Price: $15,000. negotiable. Call: 
5229284 or 5229622. 


1993 Suzuki Vitara: 2 doors, 
automatic, very good condition, 
mac rims. $2,700. (Negotiable) Call: 
5229455. 


1995 Volkswagen Golf: Price 
$2,800. 1995 Mazda MX3. Price 
$1,500. Prices negotiable. Call: 
5563072. 


2001 Kia Optima: Excellent 
condition, fully loaded, 14.000KM. 
$9,950. 1999 Kia Pride Pop. 
29.000KM, great condition. $3,000. 
Call: 5574772 or (00590) 690 
760216. 


1990 Jeep Cherokee: Good 
condition, A/C, automatic, power 
windows. $3,000. Call: (00590)690 
346515. 


1998 Chevrolet Blazer:44000 Km, 

fully loaded, very nice. $11,000. 
Call: 54434048:00a.m-2:00p.m. 
or 5562041 before 6:00 p.m. 

1997 VW Golf : 4 door, 54000 KM, 
automatic, A/C, Pioneer 6 pak 
stereo system with big custom 
350 watt speakers. Very nice. 
$7,000. Call: 5443404 8:00 a.m - 
2:00 p.m. or 5562041 before6:00 
P.m._ 

1997 -125cc Skyliner Scooter: 
Very good condition. Price: 
1200Euro. Call: 5224532 or 


2001 Nissan Frontier 
Supercharged crew cab pick-up. 

Fully customized: 20" wheels 
(+new set of extra tires) upgraded 
sound system and accessories. 
As king price: $26,500.0.B.O. Call: 
5562827. 


1998 Hyundai Sonata Automatic, 
A/C. Price: $4,500. (Negotiable) 
Phone: 5566203 after5:00 p.m or 
leave message. Only serious 
inquiries. 



2002 Hyundai Sonata : 21 000KM, 
everything in great shape, body, 
motor, A/C, tires. $12,000. O.B.O. 
Call: 5574099 or (00590) 690 
271183. 


1992Ford Explorer: Running.body 
in good condition, engine needs 
work. $2,500.Call: 5442516 / 
5225651. 


1999 Infinity: Leather interior, 
fully loaded, low mileage, mint 
condition $18,000. Call 
Dononvan: 5591642. 


1999 Mitsubishi Pajero:2 doors, 
64.000KM, fully loaded, superb 


5526225. 


Car Parts: Two door Suzuki Swift 
engine & gear box. Suzuki Samurai 
gear box. Used parts for sale. Call: 
5571447 or5556356. 


1994 Suzuki Vitara: Soft top, 
4x4, automatic, Sony radio / 
cassette player. Good 
condition. Price: $2,750. 
(Negotiable)Call: 5227288. 


1994 MercuryGrand Marquis: 

Full size american car, style, 
comfort, power, loaded, 
excellent condition. Leaving 
island, need to sell. Only $5,500. 
O.B.O. Evenings5443409, leave 
message. Days 5443900 ext. 
3114. 




Seadoo GPX 2001,800 cc's. Like 
new, 60 hours use only, serious 
inquiries only. Call: 5579709. 


N.V. For Sale: Import, export, 
wholesale and retail liquor, 
cigarettes, soft drinks/ 
beverages. Includesan offshore 
company. All fees current. 
Available for immediate 
transfer. Call: 8am - 2pm 
5443405. After 2pm 559-0088. 



30' Sea Ray Weekender: Twin 265 
HP GM power, spacious 
entertainment area with enough 
cabin space for overnight or 
weekend cruising. Like new 
condition. No reasonable offer 
refused. Call: 544-3405or556-2041. 
Mazda 323needs some bodywork, 
1 stereo system Sony&Geminilnc. 
JBI speakers, 1 projector (Colour) 
for home of office use. For info 
Please call Esther: 5223816. 
Leaving Island: All furnitures and 
household items on sale. Every¬ 
thing like new: Beds, living&dining 
room sets, washer, etc. Call: 
5569021. 


dining, den, pool, deck for boat, 
etc. $475,000. Call: 5228463. 
Monte Vista: 3 bedr, 3 bath 
house & extra bachelor, private 
pool, 24 hrs security guard gate, 
it's almost heaven with breath¬ 
taking views of Great Bay&cruise 
ships. By owner asking $565,000. 
5227507 / 5512388 / 5570467. 
This is a dream house, you need 
to see this one! 


Cupecoy Villa at Tradewind. 3 

bedr, 3 bath, decorated, income 
potential, pool. Cell. 5563958.Fax/ 
answering machine: 5453557 E- 

stmaarten2rent@yahoo.com 


For Sale:Large&small proper¬ 
ties, beachfront properties, 
houses for sale/rent, business 
NV licences, bar/restaurants, 
projects for investors, apart¬ 
ment complexes. Call Euro 
Caribbean Linkup N.V. Tel/fax: 
5484916. Cell: 5226513. E- 
mail: ecl@megatropic.com 


Super Sale: 12ft display cooler in 

good condition. $800 each O.B.O. 
Call: 5565138. _ 

ADM Atlon 1.3 ghz computer256 

rams memory, CD rom / DVD, G 
force 2mx64 meg video card, 40 
gig hard drive. Call Sebastian: 
5562665 after 5:00 p.m 

Playstation 2 games for sale for 

$40. Call Sebastian: 5562665 after 
5:00 p.m. 

For Sale: Stoves, splitunit 
aircondition, computer, four 
posterbed, Norde track skier, 
livingroom-barstool set, livingroom 
set, radio CD casette player, video 
camera, wallunit real wood, tV 
stand. Call: 5566383 / 5567334. 
6:00 p.m-8:00 p.m. 

Docu Bind P100. Binding machine. 
New! Still in the box. Price $250. 
Call: 04162881. 


wasm 


Big Yard Sale. July 2- 6. Ebenezer 
Estate #26. First entrance all the 
way up, turn right, yellow + green 
house. Cash only. Call: 5565854 or 
5591161. 


REAL ESTATE 

FOR SALE 


Madame Estate: Cozy, semi- 
furnished two-storey family home 
(Townhouse)3 bedr, 1 'A bath, little 
garden, parking, new roof. 
$110,000. Call quick, goes fast 
5224068. 


Simpson Bay: Investment 
opportunity, perfectly maintained, 
cozymiddleclass hotel. 11x1 bedr 
apartment, 2x2 bedr + 1 studio. 
Super condition, turn key, including 
furniture, computer, fax, license. 
$998,000. Appraised at 1.4 mio. 
5225131. 

Monte Vista: 2 bedr, 2 bath. 3 
bedr, 3 bath condo's, f ullyf urnished 
with common pool, very private 
community, 24 hour security, 
owner will finance 70% at 61/ 
4%Rental Option! Call: 5512388/ 
5227507/5570467. 

L.B. Scott, Betty's Estate: 2 bedr, 
1 bath house, airco and hot water, 
outside laundry/storage room, all 
furniture and 1993 Honda Civic in¬ 
cluded in package. $150,000.(ne- 
gotiable)Call: 5571313. 

Pointe Pirouette: House for sale 
by owner. 3 bedr, 4 bath, living, 



1 bedr & 2 bedr apartments for 

rent,8minfromPhilipsburg, phone 
& Cable T.V. lines. Great view and 
security. Starting at$700 p/m.Call: 
5575118. 


Frontstreet: Apartment two bedr 
+ studio apartment, fullyf urnished 
with laundry, daily weekly, monthly 
rates also available. Call: 5483308 
or 5573064. 


Philipsburg: Large office space 
with view. $600 p/m. Call: 552- 
4637. 

Bush Road:Onthemain road. Avail¬ 
able 1 and 2 bedr apartment, also 
business space. Call: 5565645 
Frontstreet: One bedr apartment 
$600. Studio apartment $475. Lo¬ 
cated across from former Barclays 
Bank. Call: 522-5555. 


Guana Bay: Nice studio, fully fur¬ 
nished and all utilities included, 
nice view of ocean on large patio. 5 
minutes from beach. Call: 5420515 
/5512388/5570467. 


For rent: Furnished studio apart¬ 
ment Frontstreet 209, on Great 
Bay Beach $600 p/m. Utilities in¬ 
cluded, parking, washer/dryer on 
premises. CableTV, A/C available. 
Call: 5529194. 


Monte Vista:2bedr, 2 bath condo, 
thesummit, Pointe Blanche. Spec¬ 
tacular view Great Bay Harbour, 
fully furnished, 6 appliances, com¬ 
pletely airconditioned, 24 hour se¬ 
curity, pool. Available until Decem¬ 
ber 1 st. Call: 5422506 or 5524849. 
Cay Hill: 2 storey building with 
yard, garage, 3 bedr, 2 bath. Price: 
$1,500.p/m. Call: 5226513. 

Cay Hill: Spacious 2 level, 3 bedr, 
3 bath house. Living room, dining, 
kitchen, lounge area. $1,500. Semi- 
furnished. $1,650. Furnished. Call: 
522-3639. 


Pelican: Villa3bedr,3bath,A/C, 
newly renovated, fullyfurnished, 
spectacular ocean & lagoon 
views, walled garden, secluded 
cul de sac, cistern, washer, 2 
cars parking $1,950. Call: (00590) 
590877769. 


Pelican Key:Beautiful3bedrhouse 
New this year, available first of 
July. Call: 5579493. 

Pelican Key: Brand new 3 bedr, 3 
bath townhouse, very spacious, 
fullyfurnished, A/C, common pool, 
concrete roof, nice view, washer/ 
dryer. $2,200 p/m + security de¬ 
posit. Call: 5225131 or(00590)690 
488255. 


Simpson Bay: Large studio, fur¬ 
nished, all equipped, A/C, cable, 
kitchen, pool, parking $650 + utili¬ 
ties. Great 1 bedr, furnished, A/C, 
cable, pool, parking, housekeep¬ 
ing $750 + utilities. No pets, no 
children 545-5642. 

Simpson Bay: Spaceful and fur¬ 
nished one bedr apartment in com¬ 
plex on beach. CableTVind. Phone 
available. $850p/m. Call: 5454321. 
www.sintmaartendatabank.com 


Simpson Bay: Peterson's Drive 
#8. Directly on beach, 3 bedr, 2 
bath unfurnished house for rent. 
Call: 5452849. 

Simpson Bay Lagoon: Large 3 
bedr, 2 bath, den, large deck with 
view, great for entertaining, appli¬ 
ances included, unit unfurnished: 
$1,600. Call: 5424433 or 
Romacian@hotmail.com 
Simpson Bay Yacht Club: Fully 
furnished studio apartment $650. 
Call: 5564722/5442289. 
Saunders:Veryspacious3bedr,3 
bath family home, big garden, un¬ 
furnished, garden house with bath¬ 
room, living & dining separated. 
Very good condition, longtermonly. 
$1,600 p/m. Security deposit 1 
month. Please call: 5224068. 


Betty's Estate Area: Spacioustwo 
bedroom apartment available. 
$600. p/m. Call: 5578364. 

South Reward Hill: Pumpkin 
Road 63. Close to top watertank, 
beautiful 2 bedroom apartment 
$400. Call: 5557059 or 5231796. 
Union Farm Estate: Large two 
bedr, two bath apartmentwith hur¬ 
ricane shutters and concrete roof. 
$750 p/m. Negotiable. Call: 
5427222/5568887. 


Middle Region: 1 large 2 bedr 
apartment. (Private property) For 
more information call: 5561788 / 
5475976. 


Middle Region:Onelargeonebedr 
apt., furnished, quiet area, parking. 
$500 p/m. Location Middle Region. 
For more info call: 5528954 


Beacon Hill: 2 bedr, 1 bath, nice 
porch, A/C, parking lot. Unfurnished 
$850. Furnished $1,100. Call: 
5443592 /5225139 or (00590) 690 
270825. 


Beacon Hill: Onebedrapartment. 
Unfurnished $500. Furnished $600. 
For more information call: 5423126 


Beacon Hill: Seaside suites, one 
and two bedr everything included 
from $150 per couple weekly. 
Longer stays upon request. No 
children, no pets, very private. Leave 
message545-4496._ 

Cole Bay:Studioapartment, neatly 
furnished, cable TV, A/C, secure, 
utilities included. Rent $550 p/m 
Deposit $550. Call: 5442516 / 
5229894._ 

Cole Bay: Luxuriousonebedrapart- 
ment with living, kitchen, large bath¬ 
room, private parking and entrance, 
splendid view, quiet 
neighbourhood. Call: 5593812. 
$550 utilities excluded. 


Oyster Pond: Furnished, A/C, stu- 
dio$500.1 bedrapartment$650.1 
office or shop space Euro 650. 2 
months deposit. Utilities on top. 
Call: (00590)590294442. 
Marigot: Beautiful spacious2bedr 
apartment in private villa in 
Concordia, largeamerican kitchen, 
front & back porch, parking. Avail¬ 
able August 1st. Call: (00590) 690 
396221 / (00590) 590 290245. 
sxm@yahoo.com 
Air-conditioned furnished studio 
apartment for rent, including wa¬ 


ter. Quiet location. $500 p/m. Call: 
5483727 or 5572565 


Cote D'Azur Marina :Lagoon view, 
2 bedr, 2'A bath apartment, den, 
big living room, separate kitchen, 
washer/dryer,furnished, common 
pool, walking distance to medical 
school. $1,700 p/m + 2 months 
deposit. Call: 5573490/5226676. 


Castle Cove: Pointe Blanche. 

Two bedr apartment, ocean 
view, fully furnished, phone, 
cable TV, laundry-room, park¬ 
ing. Reasonable rent. Contact 
Te. 542-3313 during office 
hours. 



Computer Training Founda¬ 
tion Courses: Commence 
again 30th June, adult voca¬ 
tional courses & children's les¬ 
sons. Register now! 
Rembrandtsplein # 23. 
Amsterdam Shopping Center, 
call: 5429841 / 5224041 / 
5426648. E-mail: 

ginger@megatropic.com 
Qualified teachers. 


Childrens' Summer Camp 
Classes. Computer Training 
Foundation. Unit 23 
Rembrandtsplein Madame Es¬ 
tate. Phone: 5437433 or 
5529311. Wondering what to 
do during the holidays? Learn 
and have fun. 



Looking for Gemologist for 
jewelry store. Only persons 
with degree in Gemology or 
experience in gemstones.Mail 
application (Include your 
telephone number) to USA 
Jewelry 54 Frontstreet. St. 
Maarten N.A. 
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Six years after crisis, Asia both learns and forgets 


SINGAPORE—Six years 
ago, when a tidal wave of cur¬ 
rency selling touched off 
Asia’s economic crisis, China 
won plaudits and contributed 
to a recovery in regional de¬ 
mand by deciding against a 
copy-cat devaluation. 

Today, in a delicious irony, 
Asian central bankers are try¬ 
ing to stop their currencies 
rising, not falling. But one 
thing has not changed: China’s 
pivotal role in the economic 
equation. 

If Beijing gives in to revalu¬ 
ation pressure and lets its cur¬ 
rency off the leash, others 
would probably follow suit, 
economists say. But if China 
digs in its heels, there is a 
greater risk that its neighbours 
will cling too long to inappro¬ 
priate exchange rates, as they 
did in 1997. 

Jim Walker, chief economist 
of CLSA Emerging Markets 
in Hong Kong, fears that Thai¬ 
land and Malaysia among oth¬ 
ers are already doing just that. 
“The signal it sends in terms 

IEA warns 
high oil 
price hurting 
world economy 

VIENNA/PARIS—The head 
of the West’s energy watch¬ 
dog, the International Energy 
Agency (IEA), said on 
Wednesday that current high 
oil prices were partly to blame 
for sluggish world economic 
growth. 

Claude Mandil said the 11- 
member cartel OPEC, which 
controls half of world oil ex¬ 
ports, should moderate its 
price target of $25 per barrel 
in favour of protecting mar¬ 
ket share against rival export - 

“The prices are too high for 
everybody, too high for the 
world economy, and that is 
one of the reasons the 
economy is sluggish and not 
recovering very well,” Mandil 
told reporters after a news 
conference in Vienna. 

Benchmark Brent crude oil 
has averaged $26.45 per bar¬ 
rel since the beginning of2000, 
when OPEC set the $25 tar¬ 
get for its own oil. This is 44 
percent higher than the aver¬ 
age for the previous decade, 
when Brent averaged $18.37. 

“I think OPEC should be 
cautious to try to maintain its 
market share and find the 
market price that corresponds 
to that,” Mandil said. Mandil 
said high oil prices damaged 
the long-term interests of 
OPEC, because the cartel 
would lose market share to 
rival exporters by imposing 
quotas to keep prices up. 


of policy-making is unfortu¬ 
nately clear in my mind—that 
some of the lessons of past 
mistakes haven’t been particu¬ 
larly well-learned,” he said. 

Of course, the differences 
between now and then are 
stark. A sudden flight of foot¬ 
loose capital in 1997 led to 
cascading devaluations, start¬ 
ing with the Thai baht exactly 
six years ago today, that sent 
interest rates soaring and 
plunged most of Asia into re¬ 
cession. 

The repercussions of big in¬ 
flows of foreign money, in 
pushing up prices of shares, 
property and wages, take 
longer to be felt. In the case of 
Thailand, which cut interest 
rates by half a point last Fri¬ 
day to relieve upward pres¬ 
sure on the baht, Walker said 
an inflationary bubble may not 
form for two to three years. 
Investment, after all, is still 
recovering from a post-crisis 
slump and inflation is close to 
zero. 

But he said Thailand, having 
sacrificed itself once on the 
altar of a fixed exchange rate, 
would be able to counter the 
build-up of imbalances and so 
sustain strong growth for 
longer if it would only let its 
exchange rate take more of 
the strain. 

“I fear there is a degree of 
falling back into bad habits,” 
he said. “The unwillingness to 
see any movement in the ex¬ 
change rate is sad and poten¬ 
tially keeps misallocating re¬ 
sources.” 

Cheapest Producer 

Adam Le Mesurier, an econo¬ 
mist with Goldman Sachs in 
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Passersby are reflected on an electronic stock quotation board outside a securities 
brokerage firm in Tokyo, Japan on Wednesday. 


Singapore, said Thailand’s 
resistance to a rise in the baht 
made it look as though it had 
not learned the lessons of 
clinging tight to a particular 
exchange rate. 

But he said Thailand and 
other Asian countries have a 
good excuse for not letting 
their currencies float free: 
China. As the producer with 
the lowest marginal costs 
across a growing range of 
goods, China in effect dictates 
terms to other manufactur¬ 
ers, Le Mesurier said. “China 
sets the bar,” he said. 

The question for Asia’s 
economy, therefore, is when 
Beijing will let the yuan rise in 
response to heavy inflows of 
foreign investment and “hot” 
money betting on a revalua¬ 
tion. 

Officials in Beijing acknowl¬ 


edge they are examining vari¬ 
ous steps to partially liberalise 
China’s closed capital account 
that would increase demand 
for foreign currency and so 
ease fundamental upward 
pressure on the yuan, or 
renminbi. Political pressure 
is also building on China to 
widen the yuan’s tight nine- 
year-old band of 8.2760 to 
8.2800 per dollar. 

Echoing recent comments 
from Washington and Tokyo, 
South Korea’s top foreign ex¬ 
change official said on 
Wednesday that the Chinese 
currency should better reflect 
market forces. “As an eco¬ 
nomic leader in Asia, China 
needs to expand its yuan trad¬ 
ing band gradually. As I un¬ 
derstand, China is now con¬ 
sidering doing so,” Kwon Tae- 
shin, deputy finance minister 


ABUJA—Scores of people 
were injured in a stampede 
in the Nigerian capital of 
Abuja on Wednesday after 
troops fired live rounds and 
tear gas into the air to dis¬ 
perse strikers demonstrating 
against massive fuel price 
hikes. 

Violent protests, until now 
confined to the inland capi¬ 
tal and the coastal commer¬ 
cial hub of Lagos, spread to 
southeastern and northern 
cities on the third day of the 
walkout. 

In the southeastern oil city 
of Port Harcourt, riot police 
used tear gas and fired live 
rounds in the air when some 
3,000 protesting university 
and high school students 
occupied a major street, wit¬ 
nesses said. No casualties 
were reported. 

Nearby in Aba, demonstra¬ 
tors lit bonfires on major 


streets and chased motorists 
off the roads, residents said. 

The Abuja episode fol¬ 
lowed attempts by militants 
from the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) to force 
traders in a city-centre mar¬ 
ket to obey the umbrella 
union’s stay-at-home order. 
Police were unable to dis¬ 
perse the NLC protesters 
and troops were called to 
restore order. 

“Soldiers immediately 
started firing tear gas and 
live ammunition in the air,” 
a Reuters reporter on the 
scene said. “There was a big 
stampede. Market women 
were running in all direc¬ 
tions and many people were 
injured.” 

Two palm oil traders fell 
on the ground, covered in 
the thick yellow liquid. “I 
fell while running,” said 
market stall owner, Chigozie 


for international affairs, told 
Reuters in Seoul. 

BIS Blast 

The United States, Japan and 
South Korea have a self-in¬ 
terest in a stronger yuan: they 
want to help their own export - 

But there is a potent inter¬ 
national case for the yuan— 
and hence most other Asian 
currencies—to rise: the need 
to reduce America’s gaping 
current account deficit for the 
sake of global financial stabil¬ 
ity. In its annual report this 
week, the Bank for Interna¬ 
tional Settlements criticised 
some unnamed Asian coun¬ 
tries for opposing a rise in 
their currencies that would cut 


their current account sur¬ 
pluses and, by extension, help 
shrink the U.S. deficit. 

“Such resistance to appre¬ 
ciation in Asia implies that 
the burden of exchange rate 
adjustment is likely to fall dis¬ 
proportionately on those cur¬ 
rencies that are truly floating, 
like the euro,” the Basel, Swit¬ 
zerland-based BIS said. 

How to share the burden of 
currency adjustment is likely 
to be a talking point at a meet¬ 
ing of Asian and European 
finance ministers this week¬ 
end on the Indonesian resort 
island of Bali. 

But not all economists agree 
with the BIS’s logic. Andy Xie 
of Morgan Stanley in Hong 
Kong said in a report that 
China could simply compen¬ 
sate for a revaluation by re¬ 
ducing nominal wages. 

Where economists do agree 
is that China will make ad¬ 
justments gradually, in its own 
interest, at a time of its choos¬ 
ing. Until China cleans up its 
banks and strengthens its fi¬ 
nancial markets, casting the 
yuan loose would run the risk 
of sowing the same instability 
that devastated much of Asia 
six years ago because hot 
money inflows can quickly 
become hot money outflows. 

“The Asian crisis has taught 
China’s leaders the valuable 
lesson that, for an economy 
with weak domestic funda¬ 
mentals, sudden capital ac¬ 
count liberalisation leaves it 
vulnerable to capital exodus,” 
said Rob Subbaraman of 
Lehman Brothers in Tokyo. 


Scores injured as troops 
quell Nigeria protest 


Dozie, who was treated for 
bruises in a nearby clinic. 
“We all had to leave our 
goods behind. Nobody wants 
to die.” 

He said scores of fellow 
traders and many clients 
were hurt. 

Faltering negotiations be¬ 
tween the NLC and the gov¬ 
ernment resumed late on 
Wednesday, and for the first 
time the NLC hinted it could 
accept a compromise petrol 
price. “We are willing to con¬ 
cede some ground,” NLC 
Secretary General John 
Odah told Reuters, declin¬ 
ing to give a figure. 

“When we arrive at a fig¬ 
ure that we are comfortable 
with, we will call a NEC (Na¬ 
tional Executive Council) 
meeting and the action will 
be suspended,” he added. 


Airline passenger 
traffic slumps 21% 


GENEVA—International 
airline passenger traffic in 
May slumped by 21 percent 
from May 2002, largely be¬ 
cause of the SARS health 
crisis, the global airlines 
body IATA said on Wednes¬ 
day. 

IATA, the International 
Air Transport Association, 
said carriers in the Asia-Pa¬ 
cific region which has been 
the focus of the outbreak of 
the deadly disease, saw the 
worst drop—50.8 percent 
down against the same pe¬ 
riod a year ago. 

North American airlines— 
hit by the effects of the inva- 
of Iraq and the world 
economic downturn—car¬ 
ried 20.6 percent fewer pas¬ 
sengers on international 
flights, but European com¬ 
panies were down only 5.5 
percent, according to IATA. 

Although the SARS crisis 
was now on the wane and 
passenger traffic had prob¬ 
ably picked up in June, the 
Geneva and Montreal-based 


body’s Director-General 
Giovanni Bisignani said, a 
full industry recovery would 
take some time. 

“An increase in traffic is 
not a return to profitability. 
Major challenges remain,” 
he declared. Airlines must 
remain prudent in restoring 
flights that had been sus¬ 
pended while SARS, which 
has killed about 800 people 
worldwide, was raging. 

Industry-wide cost-cutting 
efforts “must be redoubled 
to put our crippled balance 
sheets back in order,” said 
Bisignani in remarks aimed 
at IATA’s some 280 mem¬ 
bers who account for around 
95 percent of all interna¬ 
tional scheduled flights. 
IATA says its members col¬ 
lectively recorded losses to¬ 
talling $25 billion for 2001 
and 2002, and were heading 
for another hit of $10 billion 
this year in the worst crisis 
the industry has had to face 
in its 80-year history. 
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Lt. Governor's address to Island Council 


Party and faction leaders in 
the Island Council of St. 
Maarten, members of the Is¬ 
land Council, members of the 
media, well-wishers, ladies 
and gentlemen: today we wit¬ 
ness a new beginning, a new 
beginning for the Island 
Council of St. Maarten, anew 
beginning for the island ter¬ 
ritory of St. Maarten, a new 
beginning for the people of 
St. Maarten. 

Today is the beginning of 
the governing period 2003- 
2007 for the Island Council 
of St. Maarten, comprised of 
12 persons, of which 11 were 
duly elected on May 23,2003, 
based on a free and fair 
democratic electoral system. 

When people elect a group 
of people to run the business 
of government, they do so 
with the expectation that this 
group of people will do so to 
the best of their ability, seri¬ 
ously and with the interest of 
the people at heart. 

The people of St. Maarten 
trust that this Island Council 
will champion the general in¬ 


terest of St. Maarten at all 
times! Having said this, I re¬ 
mind you, however, that trust 
does not come automatically, 
trust and respect has to be 
earned. 

Proper governance is nec¬ 
essary for a mature function¬ 
ing of a democracy, wherein 
it is expected that govern¬ 
ment earns the trust and re¬ 
spect of its citizens. 

As this Island Council takes 
office, I admonish you, mem¬ 
bers of this Council, to ad¬ 
here to the principles, which 
will serve to rate our perfor¬ 
mance for the next fouryears. 
Today, more than ever, gov¬ 
ernment is expected to sub¬ 
scribe to the fundamental 
characteristics of good gov¬ 
ernance. 

It is therefore important 
that members of this Island 
Council recognize the poten¬ 
tial pitfalls, which may influ¬ 
ence one’s integrity. As rep¬ 
resentatives of the people, 
elected officials are expected 
to acquaint themselves with 
the sentiments of a commu¬ 


nity, prior to deciding on an 
issue. 

It is recommended practice 
that we listen to what people 
have to tell government, for 
many challenges lie ahead. 
Challenges which can be 
overcome with the essentials 
of preparation, communica¬ 
tion, cooperation, faith, trust, 
respect, good will and last 
but not least, political cour¬ 
age. 

In order to make economic 
regeneration and social en¬ 
terprise work, to stimulate 
people to have self-belief, 
ensure self-help and self-de¬ 
termination, we have to get 
the essentials right! 

It is advisable that we imple¬ 
ment, wherever possible, a 
bottoms-up approach, 
through initiatives such as the 
“community feedback 
project,” timely dialogue with 
the public, private and social 
sectors, taking the concerns 
of the community into con¬ 
sideration in matters such as 
public health, education, 
sports and culture, an inte¬ 


grated water and sewerage 
system, housing, immigra¬ 
tion, security, financial and 
economic situations, as well 
as the welfare and well-being 
of the people. 

As representatives of the 
people, we are expected to 
thoroughly inform ourselves 
and educate ourselves on all 
issues, which are to be de¬ 
bated on the floor of this Is¬ 
land Council. As members 
of this Council, we would do 
well to be self critical and 
periodically assess our func¬ 
tioning, and the functioning 
of government. After all, gov¬ 
ernment itself has to be in a 
position to judge its actions 
based on “good governance.” 

Taking the above into con¬ 
sideration, allow me to reit¬ 
erate, in this regard, some of 
which we should keep in 
mind: the rights of the people, 
the citizen, to be informed of 
what government is doing on 
their behalf, the responsibili¬ 
ties and rules pertaining to 
the relationship government 
versus citizen, integrity as an 
inner conviction to handle 
according to the existing for¬ 
mal and informal values, 
rights, duties and rules of the 
game, implementation of 
sound financial, economic, 
social and welfare policies, 
transparency in decision¬ 
making, respect for author¬ 
ity and the “rule of law,” ac¬ 
countability for all actions 
taken. 

As you already know, the 
Office of the Governor of St. 
Maarten has, with regards to 
good governance, taken the 
initiative to drafting a code 
of conduct. Having such a 
code of conduct would help 
to avoid an undesirable inte¬ 
gration of functions, activi¬ 
ties and interests, which are 
not compatible with the func¬ 
tion of commissioner. An op¬ 


portunity was missed by the 
previous Island Council, 
when it did not handle this 
code of conduct proposal. 

As you begin the term of 
office 2003-2007, allow me 
to strongly suggest that this 
Island Council look into this 
proposal, and introduce this 
code of conduct for imple¬ 
mentation, before the end of 
this governing period. 

The population of St. 
Maarten expects that all fac¬ 
tions represented in this 
Council will address issues, 
which are of relevance to the 
community and the develop¬ 
ment of St. Maarten. They 
expect the adoption of clear 
cut positions and that indi¬ 
vidual members will be forth¬ 
coming in taking decisions, 
only after evaluating all of 
the aspects involved. 

It should come as no sur¬ 
prise that I remind you that 
we are faced with acute fi¬ 
nancial problems, which have 
to be resolved very soon. The 
timely introduction of struc¬ 
tural and long term improve¬ 
ments in the financial, gov¬ 
ernmental, social and eco¬ 
nomic areas, awaits you. 

We are warned that in the 
event that we fail to embrace 
sweeping changes, the Island 
Territory will, within the 
shortest possible time, face a 
situation where it can no 
longer live up to its obliga¬ 
tions, without this having an 
impact on our quest for 
greater autonomy. 

In other words, measures 
would have to be taken, which 
may be painful though gain¬ 
ful, and which may not be 
understood by all, but which 
are essential in adequately 
resolving our liquidity situa¬ 
tion and our financial pre¬ 
dicaments. 

As you would recall, an Ex¬ 
ecutive Council delegation 


paid official visits to 
Willemstad and to The 
Hague several months ago. 
Just last week, the Executive 
Council sat down in 
Philipsburg for a discussion 
with the Prime Minister of 
the Netherlands Antilles. 
More recently, two days ago 
to be exact, the Executive 
Council met with the new 
Dutch Minister for Kingdom 
Relations Mr. Thom de 
Graaf. On all of these occa¬ 
sions, we voiced our concerns 
and shared information with 
the Antillean and Dutch gov¬ 
ernments, while reiterating 
St. Maarten’s goals and de¬ 
sires. 

Agreements have been 
made, but the total compli¬ 
ance with those agreements 
is still pending. The new 
Dutch Government has, 
meanwhile, indicated its will¬ 
ingness to strengthen the con¬ 
tact between Philipsburg and 
The Hague. 

Among other developments 
taking place, and which 
would need your undivided 
attention as members of this 
council are: our having to 
live up to a protocol signed 
with the Central Government 
lastyear, the implementation 
and executing of a financial 
crisis plan, entailing cost re¬ 
duction and income generat¬ 
ing measures, the need to 
simplify our tax system and 
the need to upgrade the col¬ 
lecting capabilities of the 
Receiver’s Office, upgrading 
of the financial administra¬ 
tion of government, 
reorganisation of the civil 
service apparatus, plans for a 
new government administra¬ 
tion building. 

A memorandum of under¬ 
standing, ready to be signed 

Continued on page 
27 
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Opinion 


Lt. Governor's address to Island Council 


A very disturbing situation 


by both sides of St. Maarten, 
which would have as objec¬ 
tive the intensifying of areas 
of cooperation between our¬ 
selves and our neighbours to 
the south of the island: the 
need for St. Maarten to ac¬ 
tively participate in discus¬ 
sions regarding its relation¬ 
ship with Europe and our 
relationship with Holland; 
our contribution to discus¬ 
sions on the so called “ultra¬ 
peripheral status;” the need 
for St. Maarten to anticipate 
the results these discussions 
would have on a new consti¬ 
tutional status; the need for 
St. Maarten to carefully look 
at the advantages and disad¬ 
vantages of the choices made. 

Equal attention would have 
to be paid to new economic 
initiatives, to get the economy 
up and running, and to give 
content to the further execu¬ 
tion of the comprehensive 
economic development plan, 
such as: structural steps for 
the re-development of Mul¬ 
let Bay; a fresh approach with 
regards to the development 
of the EDC/Waterside 
project; completion of the 
new terminal building at the 
Princess Juliana Interna¬ 
tional Airport; the fibre op¬ 
tic cable project; develop¬ 
ment of the greater Great 
Bay area and Pond Island; 
establishment of a Dutch- 
Antillean development fund, 
with possible location on St. 
Maarten, as a result of the 
restructuring of Dutch de¬ 
velopment cooperation aid 
(see report commission 
Wyers); a mortgage guaran¬ 
tee fund for affordable hous¬ 
ing; government’s ability to 
borrow; a tourism master 
plan and a zoning plan for 
certain business locations. 

Serious consideration 


would have to be given by the 
executive branch to 
government’s position on the 
functioning of government- 
owned limited liability com¬ 
panies. 

Considerations such as: 1. 
What does the Island Terri¬ 
tory of St. Maarten, as share¬ 
holder, expect of govern¬ 
ment-owned companies? 2. 
What is the vision, mission 
and policy of the shareholder 
with regards to government’s 
supervising, managing and 
owning of such companies? 
3. What improvements 
should and can be expected, 
as a result of the numerous 
recommendations made in 
several audits carried out in 
past months? 4. What finan¬ 
cial contributions should be 
made to government, in the 
form of dividends and con¬ 
cessions? 

It is against this background 
that this Island Council be¬ 
gins its term of office, and 
that you, as council mem¬ 
bers, begin your four-year 
tenure. 

For those of you elected to 
the Island Council for the 
first time, I implore you to 
leave no stone unturned in 
preparing yourselves to as¬ 
sume your role, and to be¬ 
come knowledgeable with 
regulations governing the 
functioning of the Island 
Council and the Central 
Committee. 

It is imperative that all 
members of the Council ad¬ 
here to decorum and that we 
respect the guidelines per¬ 
taining to what is considered 
as acceptable levels of de¬ 
bate, if we are to be taken 
seriously. 

Remember that our very 
conduct will help shape the 
public’s perceptions of this 


Council for the next four 
years. 

I express the hope that, par¬ 
ticularly, those of us addi¬ 
tionally appointed to serve 
as members of the executive 
branch, will thoroughly con¬ 
sider the many unresolved 
issues facing St. Maarten, and 
the need for political cour¬ 
age and decisive action in 
these matters. 

Yes, there is much work to 
be done. May this Island 
Council and the incoming 
Executive Council live up to 
expectations and set goals. 
Expectations which should 
not be underestimated. 
Goals which should be well- 
defined, realistic and attain¬ 
able. 

Having stated all of the 
above, allow me to share with 
you the words of the late US 
President John F. Kennedy: 
“today, as never before in 
the free world, responsibility 
is the greatest right of citi¬ 
zenship and service the great¬ 
est of freedom’s privileges.” 

As chairman, I look forward 
to this Council remaining fo¬ 
cussed, as well as remaining 
committed to the principles 
and spirit of good gover¬ 
nance. 

In conclusion, I avail myself 
of this opportunity, to extend 
my very best wishes to you, 
the good men and women of 
this new Island Council, who 
are now expected to serve 
with honor. 

May we all find the strength 
and wisdom to serve well and 
may God’s guidance be with 
us always, and for the next 
four years, in particular. 

I thank you. 

Franklyn Richards 

Lt. Governor of St. Maarten 


Dear Mr. Editor, 

Please allow me some room 
in your newspaper to address 
a public statement made on 
Monday, June 30 by Steve 
Hassell. Commenting on my 
recent acquisition of a job 
opening in the Saba Airport 
Control Tower, Steve de¬ 
scribed my being hired as, 
and I quote, “a very disturb¬ 
ing situation.” 

To address this stance 
taken by Steve Hassell, I 
would first like to start with 
discussing some of my re¬ 
sume attached to my cover 
letter when I followed the 
application procedure for 
this position. 

After completion of Form 
3 in Saba in 1993, I left to 
continue high school in 
Washington, Connecticut, at 
a prestigious prep-boarding 
school. The Gunnery, a top 
50 high school in the US, 
accepted me after taking 
various entrance exams. 

Even though I did not want 
to leave my home at only 15, 
like my brother before me, I 
did so under the good in¬ 
struction of my parents. At 
the Gunnery I received an 
excellent education and ac¬ 
complished a number of 
achievements. I had an SAT 
score of 1240 and was the 
first senior of my year to be 
accepted to college. 

At that time my score was 
the highest ever received by 
a Saban, a record I am still 
proud of and even now has 
only been beaten by two 
other students here. I also 
beat one of only 52 science 
scholarship recipients from 
the country of Thailand to 
be the sole recipient of the 


science award of my high 
school for my work in col¬ 
lege level physics. 

I graduated 6th in my class 
and was one of only three 
nominees for the National 
Honors Society in 1996, the 
top 200 high school students 
of the entire United States 
of America. 

After high school I at¬ 
tended the University of 
Florida in Gainesville, 
Florida. At the University of 
Florida I majored in, and 
received my Bachelors of 
Arts in Environmental Sci¬ 
ence. One of the things I 
enjoyed in my last years of 
college was being able to sit 
down and talk to a fellow 
Saban student Christina 
Hassell about some of our 
classes. 

Christina was majoring in 
Geography. We took some 
of the same courses because 
of the similarity of our ma¬ 
jors. It was quite refreshing 
to sometimes joke about the 
differences between profes¬ 
sors and discuss subject mat¬ 
ter of our courses. 

Upon returning to Saba I 
made sure to try not to be a 
burden to government and 
ask those in charge to create 
a position for me merely 
because I had received an 
education. On the other 
hand, when Airport Control 
Tower worker Standford 
Johnson informed me of an 
opening in the Tower and 
advised me to apply, I fully 
expected my qualifications 
to be taken into consider¬ 
ation. 

When reading Steve 
Hassell’s statement on Mon¬ 
day, which referred to my 


being hired as “a very dis¬ 
turbing situation,” I felt in¬ 
sulted not just for myself, 
but on the behalf of every 
Saban who has ever left Saba 
and tried to improve educa¬ 
tion at any level. 

Steve Hassell did not just 
slap me in the face with his 
statement, but also his 
daughter Christina, a college 
grad. 

In defense of myself and so 
many more educated Sabans 
I feel that Steve Hassell, 
thinking that he is the right 
choice to run our island, can 
be described as, a very dis¬ 
turbing situation. 

I believe that the nasty des¬ 
perate campaign Steve 
Hassell ran before the elec¬ 
tion, and his sour bitter atti¬ 
tude after his defeat, has cre¬ 
ated what can be called, a 
very disturbing situation. I 
think his attitude towards 
education and hiring quali¬ 
fied people, seeing that he 
would rather a family mem¬ 
ber of his who is a high school 
drop out get this position 
can definitely be looked at 
as a very disturbing situa¬ 
tion. 

And in closing I would like 
to say that the possibility of 
Steve Hassell ever having to 
negotiate the future of Saba 
anywhere oversees with doc¬ 
tors, lawyers and other edu¬ 
cated persons would, with¬ 
out a shadow of a doubt, 
certainly be an extremely, 
tremendously, exceedingly 
very, very, very disturbing 
situation. 

Chris Johnson 


pBOb 

is looking for a dynamic 

SALES PERSON 

for the Advertising Department 


■: m 

PELICAN RESORT CLUB 

has a vacancy for a : 

LAUNDRY SUPERVISOR 


Requirements: 

• Mavo 4 or highschool 

• Experience in sales 

• Able to speak and write English 

• Presentable 

• Good communication skills 

• Friendly and have a pleasant disposition 

• A self-starter 

• Patient and able to work under pressure 

• Flexible 

• Willing to work nights and weekends if necessary 

• A teamplayer 

• A driver's license and own transportation 

• Age between 25 - 35 years. 

If your are interested please drop resume with a 
recent picture at the Daily Herald office, 
Bushroad 22, St. Maarten. 

Only Antilleans or persons with legal residence 
and valid working papers need apply. 


Job tasks: 

• Control over daily amount of linen and supplies 

• Awareness of safety hazards 

• Ensure proper use of chemicals 

• Maintain equipment in good functioning 
condition 

• Motivate, coach and train staff 
Job requirements: 

• Candidate must be between the ages of 30 - 45 

• MAVO diploma or equivalent 

• Preferably 2 years of experience 

• Must have a clean police record 

• Physically fit 

• Positive attitude 

• Communication skills 

• Must be able to read and write English (Spanish, 
French an asset) 

Candidates must be Antillean or in possession of a 
valid work permit. (6 months or more) 

Candidates who fit these requirements are invited 
to complete an application form, which can be obtained 
at our Human Resources Department from 9-12 am. 
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British press seeks new royals 
now Posh and Becks are gone 

Channel 15 (local) 

St. Maarten Cable TV 

Local time Programme 

Thursday, July 3 


LONDON—As David 

Beckham and his Spice Girl 
wife Victoria embark on a new 
life in Spain, Britain’s celeb¬ 
rity watchers are scouring 
their gossip magazines for a 
new couple to take over as the 
nation’s unofficial king and 
queen. 

Prince William has been 
touted as a possible replace¬ 
ment for “Becks” as Britain’s 
leading man, but, as yet, he 
has no long-term Posh Spice 
to bring to the party. And in 
any case, the Royal Family 
would never grant the media 
the kind of access to the 
Queen’s photogenic young 
grandson as they enjoy with 
England soccer captain 
Beckham. 

Chris Martin, lead singer of 
pop giants Coldplay, and his 
actress girlfriend Gwyneth 
Paltrow have also been hailed 
as a replacement for David 
and Victoria. But celebrity 
watchers say they have nei¬ 
ther the charisma nor the de¬ 
sire for fame which has driven 
the Beckhams to the top of 
the showbiz pile. 

Australian pop diva Kylie 
Minogue is a huge hit in Brit¬ 
ain but few people know or 
care about her actor boyfriend 
Olivier Martinez—perhaps 
because he is French. 

Neither can soccer offer any¬ 



Real Madrid’s David Beckham (L) leaves his hotel with his 
wife Victoria in Madrid, on Wednesday. 


one to step into Beckham’s 
boots. Everton youngster 
Wayne Rooney is the undis¬ 
puted rising star of English 
football but is hardly cut out 
to be a male model. Liverpool 
and England striker Michael 
Owen is, like Beckham, 
blessed with talent and good 
looks, but is a little too clean- 
cut for the gossip magazines. 

So too is tennis player Tim 
Henman, who will send the 
nation wild if he wins 
Wimbledon this week but will 


never have quite the same 
impact on the gossip colum¬ 
nists. 

“The truth is that Posh and 
Becks are irreplaceable,” said 
Mark Frith, editor of Heat, 
one of Britain’s best-known 
celebrity magazines. “I don’t 
believe there’s anyone out 
there at the moment who are 
a mega-couple on the level of 
Posh and Becks.” 

Selina Julien, showbusiness 
features writer on Heat’s rival 
magazine Now, says Martin 


and Paltrow would be no 
match for the Beckhams even 
if they wanted to be. “She’s 
not a style icon like Victoria 
and while Chris is a fantastic 
musician, he’s got nowhere 
near the same appeal that 
David’s got,” she said. “You 
can throw Posh and Becks at 
any audience and they’ll 
shine.” 

“The only other possibility 
as a replacement for the 
Beckhams would be Prince 
William if he started dating 
openly,” she added. 

Faced with a dearth of 
couples to take over as the 
king and queen of celebrity, 
Britain’s tabloid newspapers 
and magazines have come up 
with their own solution to the 
Beckhams’ departure. They 
are following them to Spain. 

Newspapers are said to be 
employing “Becks correspon¬ 
dents” and paparazzi photog¬ 
raphers in Madrid whose sole 
job will be to chronicle the 
soccer star’s movements. 

“We’ve covered Posh and 
Becks in many roles, with him 
as footballer, her as singer, 
them as a couple,” Heat’s 
Frith said. “Now we’re going 
to follow them going through 
the life challenge of being in a 
different county and a differ¬ 
ent culture. It just adds an¬ 
other twist to it all.” 
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Film producers sue for big, 
fat Greek Wedding profits 


LOS ANGELES—The pro¬ 
ducers who first saw poten¬ 
tial in “My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding” say it has turned 
into a “Big Fat Greek Trag¬ 
edy.” 

Now they are suing the 
picture’s star, Nia Vardalos, 
as well as actors Tom Hanks 
and Rita Wilson, Home Box 
Office, Inc. and Gold Circle 
Films for a share of the big, 
fat profits from the most suc¬ 
cessful independent film in 
history. 

The principals of MPH En¬ 
tertainment said in a lawsuit 
filed on Tuesday that not 
only have they not seen a 
penny from “Wedding”, 
which grossed more than 
$600 million worldwide af¬ 
ter its 2002 release, but an 


accounting statement sent to 
them by their co-producers 
showed the film actually lost 
$20 million. 

MPH partners, Jim Milio, 
Melissa Jo Peltier and Mark 
Hufnail, also complained 
that their better-known part¬ 
ners—actors Hanks and 
Wilson, Home Box Office, 
Inc. and Gold Circle Films— 
hogged the spotlight when 
critical praise started rolling 
in for the film, which cost 
just $5 million to make. 
“There were no less than 
seventeen such award cer¬ 
emonies and, other than the 
People’s Choice Awards, 
MPH and its principals were 
invited to none of them,” 
the lawsuit said. 

Speaking for itself and the 


other co-producers, Gold 
Circle issued a statement 
describing the claims as lu¬ 
dicrous. “We haven’t seen 
the complaint, but we stand 
by the integrity of our ac¬ 
counting,” the statement 
said. “It’s ludicrous to sug¬ 
gest that this film will not be 
profitable. MPH Entertain¬ 
ment will see their appropri¬ 
ate participation in due 
course.” 

The MPH Entertainment 
partners met Vardalos in 
1997 when they cast her in a 
small part for their film 
“Men Seeking Women”. At 
Vardalos’ urging, the com¬ 
pany optioned her script for 
“My Big Fat Greek Wed¬ 
ding” the same year for 
$60,000. 


Witnesses exonerate Knight 
from punch up, claims lawyer 


CLAREMONT, Califor¬ 
nia—A lawyer for Marion 
“Suge” Knight said 
Wednesday that she has 
statements from eight 
witnesses that the rap 
mogul did not punch a 
parking valet, an incident 
that could return him to 
prison. 

“Unfortunately for Mr. 
Knight, it appears that he 
was arrested prior to a 
full investigation of the 
allegation,” attorney 
Rose Kogeman said at a 
news conference 
Wednesday. 

Kogeman said it was an¬ 
other patron, whom she 


did not identify, who got 
angry and shoved the va¬ 
let while waiting for a ve¬ 
hicle. 

Knight, 37, was arrested 
last month for allegedly 
punching the attendant. 
Parole officials say they 
will ask the California 
Board of Prison Terms to 
determine if Knight vio¬ 
lated conditions of his 
parole. Revocation of 
parole could lead to as 
much as a one-year prison 
term, officials say. 

The witness statements 
will be considered during 
an as yet unscheduled ad- 
ministrative hearing 


when Knight will have a 
chance to offer his de¬ 
fense, officials said. 

Russ Heimerich, a 
spokesman for the De¬ 
partment of Corrections, 
said being taken into cus¬ 
tody for a suspected pa¬ 
role violation is different 
than a regular arrest be¬ 
cause parolees are tech¬ 
nically still in the custody 
of the state. “If we have 
reasonable suspicions 
that someone has violated 
parole, we’ll take then 
back into custody and let 
the Board of Prison 
Terms adjudicate,” he 
said. 



Entertainer Dolly Parton talks with Challenger, a 15-year-old American Bald Eagle at the 
National Zoo in Washington, on Wednesday. Parton, a contributor to the preservation of 
the once-endangered symbol of American freedom, was present to launch the Zoo’s pre- 
July 4 Independence Day Bald Eagle Refuge Exhibit to celebrate the national bird and the 


100th anniversary of the founding of the National Wildlife Refuge System. 



A year later, when Hanks 
and his wife Wilson saw 
Vardalos perform some of 
the script material in her 
one-woman show and 
brought in Home Box Of¬ 
fice and Gold Circle Films 
to make the movie, MPH 
agreed to dilute its share of 
the profits. The smaller com¬ 
pany insisted, however, on 
receiving $200,000 and 
credit as “an active producer 

Beyonce to 
host special 
for Mandela 

NEW YORK—R&B singer 
Beyonce Knowles will host a 
television special in honor 
of Nelson Mandela turning 
85. Meeting Mandela: A 
Staying Alive Special will air 
in the United States on July 
18 at 8 p.m. ET on MTV. 

The 60-minute special, 
which recently wrapped pro¬ 
duction in Johannesburg, 
celebrates the life of 
Mandela as well as the key 
issues the humanitarian is 
facing including HIV/AIDS 
awareness, the Israeli/Pales¬ 
tinian conflict, and the op¬ 
pressive military regime in 
Burma. 

Mandela shared his 
thoughts on the special in a 
statement, “Young people 
face so many difficult deci¬ 
sions in life today. It is im¬ 
portant to talk openly about 
subjects like HIV/AIDS, 
war, political leadership and 
religion so that young people 
can make informed deci¬ 
sions about these issues, and 
to understand that they have 
the most vital role to play in 
helping to shape the future.” 

Excited about hosting the 
special, Knowles said, 
“Nelson Mandela is one of 
the most important figures 
in history, and I am incred¬ 
ibly excited to host this spe¬ 
cial on MTV to celebrate his 
extraordinary life.” 


... of the Picture,” the law¬ 
suit said. 

In its lawsuit, MPH accused 
Vardalos, The Playtone 
Company owned by Wilson 
and Hanks, HBO and Gold 
Circle Films of breach of 
contract for failing to pay 
the partners their 3 percent 
of “actual profits,” and ex¬ 
cluding them from “virtu¬ 
ally all major awards cer¬ 
emonies at which the Pic¬ 
ture was nominated.” 

The lawsuits demands 
more than $20 million in 
damages and compensation 
as well as an independent 
accounting of the film’s box 
office and video/DVD earn¬ 



ings. “My clients gave up 
practically everything to help 
the picture get made—their 
ownership of the script and 
their right to produce and 
direct and all they asked for 
was a small share of the real 
profits and proper credit,” 
said MPH’s attorney, Henry 
Gradstein. “What they re¬ 
ceived was a Big Fat Greek 
Tragedy.” 

Subscribe to 
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By Linda C. Black 

Today’s Birthday (July 3). Gather resources during 
the first part of this year so that you can invest in 
yourself. Get into school as soon as you can in order 
to gain new and valuable skills. 

To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is 
the easiest day, 0 the most challenging. 

Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 7 - A person 
you care a lot about would sure like to know that you 
do. Make a call or send a note early, before you get 
too busy. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 7 - Your luck 
in love is improving, and you’re also having better 
luck when it comes to getting your way. You won’t 
encounter much resistance for the next couple of 
days. Make the most of it. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 7 - Working 
your regular job isn’t the only way to fatten your 
coffers. A job you can do at home, on your own time, 
might be even more profitable. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is an 8 - Take some 
of the bounty you’ve recently acquired and invest it in 
your self. Increase your profits by learning to fix 
something that you need for your work. 



Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 7 - You may be a 
little confused, so take time to sort things out. If 
you’re under financial pressure, start setting priori¬ 
ties. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a 7 - The confu¬ 
sion is pretty thick now, but it dissipates in a day or so. 
Finish assignments as soon as you can. Something 
that’s a lot more fun is coming up soon. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 6 - You’ll rise to 
the top if you continue to focus on your work. Be 
imaginative and creative, but be careful in your craft. 
Only the highest quality will be good enough. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is an 8 - If you cash 
in a newfound treasure, perhaps you can finance a 
trip. It’s been too long since you and your friends were 
on the open road. At least go for a drive on Saturday. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 6 - Curtail 
your wild side for a while. Looks like a big exam is 
coming. Somebody will want to know who, what, 
when and, most of all, why. Better study. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is an 8 - If you’re 
planning a jaunt for this weekend, startyour prepara¬ 
tions in advance. If you don’t like excitement, it might 
be better to put the trip off for a while. 

Aquarius(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 7 - It may seem 
as if your whole life is about your work. Don’t fight it; 
embrace it. The better the service you provide, the 
fatter the paycheck, no matter what you’re doing. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 7 - There’ve 
been a lot of changes in your life over the past few 
years. But things are starting to settle down, though 
there’s still some disruption. 
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Saturday, July 5 
GOSPEL CONCERT 

featuring the Laurent Sisters and other guest artists. Place: 

Hillside Christian Schools gym hall, St. Peters. Time: 7:30pm. 

Price: Adults, US $8 in advance, $10 at the door; children, $5. 

Tickets available for Laurent sisters, tel. 552-2528; Family Book 
Store in Philipsburg; Florence Laurent, Hillside Christian Schools; 
youth director of Good News Baptist Church, Karen Green and children, check 
guest artists. 


Community 

Friday, July 4, 8:00pm sharp. 


Pro Comm Summer Programme Registration 

Pro Comm Summer Programme for youth ages 13-19 from 
Monday, July 7, to Friday, July 18. Register with Ms. Shakia at 
Rupert Maynard Center in St. Peters, next to the basketball court, 
or call 552-9931, this week only from 10:30am. You must register 
take part. Registration fee: US $20. If you have m 
the office for special prices. 




xteente 


SEND LETTERS TO RO. BOX 828 


Sunday, July 6 
YOUTH CHOIR GOSPEL CONCERT 


Transportation For Senior Citizens, Shut-Ins 

Helping Hands Foundation offers transportation service for 
senior citizens and shut-ins for shopping, trip to St. Maarten 


by Zion Methodist Youth Choir in aid of Missions and a Retreat Medical Center, laboratory, therapist, doctor’s visit, social wel- 
to be held in August. Drinks and snacks will also be on sale. Place: fare office, Post Office, bank, paying of bills and others. Registra¬ 
tion fee: NAf. 27 or US $15. Membership per year for services: 

information, call tel. 544-5866 or 


Dear Queenie Louisian August Hall (Brick Building). Time: 5:00pm. Price: 

About a year ago my widowed father began going out with an old Adults ’ NAf ' 15, US $8 or 8 euros; Children 12 years and under, NAf. 90 or US $50. For 
girlfriend from his high school days. She was in the process of NAf - 10 ’ US $6 or 6 euros - Tickets Available from members and 552-9234. 

final my Dad asked P arents °f the Youth Choir, Methodist Church Office •" 


getting a divorce, and when the divorce 
her to marry him. 

Dad asked her several times about her life since they had known 
each other before and she told him she had been married three Sunday, July 6 
times. One husband died and there were two divorces, she told FESTIVAL OF CRICKET^ 
him. She said the divorces were her husbands’ fault. 

But I found out from a member of her family that she 


Philipsburg, Family Bookstore (across from the Post Office). 


organised by Female Adult Cricket Team 
anniversary. Plenty of excitement, food and drinks. Highlight: 


USM Travel Club Fund-Raiser 

The Travel Club of University of St. Martin is raising funds for its 
annual trip to Philadelphia in July. Sunset Theatres has offered to 
give part of its proceeds this weekend to assist in the fund-raising, 
celebrate its second USM encourages one and all to support the travel Club by visiting 
Sunset Theatres this weekend. 


married five times and had four divorces. So besides the fact that Release of first edition of St - Maarten Cricket Magazine. Place: 
she lied to my Dad, something must be wrong with her that she Caribe Lumber Ballpark. Time: 8:00am to 6:00pm 
can’t stay married. 

Queenie, I don’t want to see my Dad get hurt. But he really seems Wednesday, July 9 
to be in love with her. Do you think I should tell him?—Worried FACE PAINTING AT THE ZOO 

Daughter Fart of St. Maarten Park’s Summer School Holiday Programme. 

Keep watching for a new activity or event each week. Place: St. 
Maarten Park. Time: 2:00-5:00pm. Price: Face painting is free; 
normal admission fees apply. For more information, call tel. 543- 


i who made ^030. 




Dear Worried Daughter, 

It is possible that this woman’s husbands really we 
all her divorces. She may have been attracted to me 
her life miserable and kept repeating her mistakes o 
and over again. 

However, that does not excuse her lying to your father, 
how ashamed she may be of her marital history. 

By all means tell your father, before he marries this woman. At UNA Announcement 
the very least he should know that his inamorata has lied 
He may want to think twice about marrying a woman he cannot 
trust to tell him the truth or who does 
so. Forewarned is forearmed. 

Only notices of fundraising events, non-profit or educational Tuesday, July 8. 
organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices column. 


Notices 


To make an inventory of the number of students who would like 


Global Missions Church Anniversary Service 

Global Missions Church, Longwall Road #18, invites the general 
public to its second anniversary thanksgiving service, Sunday, July 
6, 6:30pm. Local artists, including Angie Pantophlet, will be 
ministering in song. 

PMIA Meeting 

All members and prospective members of the PMIA are invited 
to the monthly general membership meeting at the PMIA Hall on 
Back Street, Philipsburg, Tuesday, July 8, 8:00pm sharp. Agenda 
includes programme for the remainder of 2003 and annual board 
elections. 

Study Financing Announcement 

Students studying locally and abroad and their parents/guardians 
informed that all study financing recipients who have gradu- 
the year 2002 and 2003 are requested to submit their 


trust him enouffh to do " slt for the UNA examinations in St. Maarten, it is necessary that ated m me zuuz ana ZUUJ are reqU estea to suomit tnetr 
trust him enough to do persons who intend to take the UNA Law Course m the academic ()ri ina | final transcripts/report cards (final transcript should 
year 2003-2004 call Mrs. Hodge, tel. 559-1548, no later than ,J cate that a d J has £ een conferred) and a copy of the 


Events 


degree/diploma obtained before Tuesday, July 15. Students sched¬ 
uled to graduate in 2003 who were unable to meet their gradua¬ 
tion deadline should contact the Insular Department of Educa¬ 
tion section study financing immediately. 


organised by Netherlands Antilles Tennis Federation for boys 
and girls, singles and doubles, 14 and under (COTECC ranking), ® ra 10n P a P er ' 
18 and under (ITF ranking). 176 players from 34 countries. Place: 

Port de Plaisance tennis courts (18 and under), Maho tennis 
courts (14 and under). Time: 9:00am to 5:00pm. Entrance: Free. 


Vocational Training School Registration 

St. Maarten Vocational Training School will be registering stu¬ 
dents for the new school year 2003-2004, now to Thursday, July 3, 

8:30am to 1:30pm. Please bring the following documents, or your Philipsburg Jubilee Librarv Announcement 
child cannot be registered: Two passport picture; copy of birth A|| overdue library books 
certificate or passport; copy of registration paper (Census Of¬ 
fice); last report card; non-Antilleans must provide valid immi- 


Toastmasters Club Meeting 

All members and prospective members of the Philipsburg Toast- 


be returned to Philipsburg Jubilee 
Library free of charge, no questions asked, from now until 
Saturday, July 12. Please support your library and your commu¬ 
nity by making use of this opportunity to return the books other 
users are waiting for. 

Summer Reading Programme For Teenagers 


Friday, July 4 

“BEHOLD HE COMES” CONCERT 

by The Inspirational Dancers and other guest artists from the 
USA, Anguilla and the Christian Fellowship Church. Place: 

Philipsburg Cultural and Community Center on Back Street. . . 

Time: 7:30pm. Price: NAf. 18 or US $10. Tickets available from The k Junl ‘ ,r Chamber Ja y c ^s mvites everyone 

. , r mp.mhftrsnin rp.r.rintmp.nt arm F.Ytp.nsinn Drive. 

the dancers. 


masters Club are invited to attend a general membership meeting phm b Jubilee Library invites all teenagers t0 part icipate in 
- Philipsburg Jubilee Library, Thursday July 3, 7:45pm sharp. jts fun reading programme . Fill in a short test and get your 


Interested persons willing to improve their listening, thinking and al book ^ Read sjx books and be inyited tQ a yery ial 

speaking skills are invited to attend. 


Jaycees Membership Drive 

annual 

membership recruitment and Extension Drive. All interested 
persons and prospective members are invited to attend informa- 


night at the library. Also movies (DVDs) will be shown a< 
library on Tuesdays. For more information and free participa¬ 
tion, call tel. 542-2970 or check out the library’s Website 
www.pjlibrary.an . 

Animal Welfare Foundation Announcement 


Friday, July 4 

BELL BROTHERS LIVE IN CONCERT 
Place: Maho Beach Convention Center. Time: 8:00pm sharp. 

Price: Adults NAf. 18, US $10 or 18 euros; children 12 and under, 
half price. Tickets available at Family Book Store, Victor Bell 
Upholstery Shop, any member of the Bell Brothers. Church buses p | ’"" 
leave French Quarter, Grand Case and St. Peters at 7:00pm sharp ease e ere ' 
straight to the convention center. 


training sessions at Philipsburg Jubilee Library, Thursday- The §t Maarlen Animal Welfare Foundation is so ii dting dona _ 

air Tiilxr 'X.A 7-nfWxm riirtVitlxr ... ... . 


Friday, July 3-4, 7:00pm nightly. 

Raiders Baseball Club Meeting 

Raiders Baseball Club calls all members for an urgent meeting at 
John Cooper/Jose Lake Sr. Ballpark, Friday, July 4, 6:30pm. 


Veterans Football Club Meeting 

The St. Martin/St. Maarten Veterans Football Club invites all 
members to a general meeting at Over the Hill Guesthouse, 


Cay Hill Tigers Baseball Team Meeting 

„ . . . _ All players of Cay Hill Tigers baseball team are invited to attend 

Saturday, July 5 f ., 

BOOK PARTY an lm P ortan t meeting to take measurements for uniforms, at 

• .. ,T ,■ . T , , Raoul Illidge Sports Complex, Friday, July 4, 7:00pm. Please 

organised by House of Nehesi Publishers for 1963: A Landmark 1 1 1 

Year in St. Martin” by Daniella Jeffry. Place: Chamber of b ™g two passport pictures. 

Commerce, Concordia, Marigot. Time: 8:00pm sharp. 

Saturday, July 5 

DANCE 

organised by Cay Bay Stars Netball Club. Proceeds go towards 
10th anniversary tournament. Music by DJs Kello, Bops and 
Jerome. Place: Senior Citizens Recreational Center. Time: 

9:00pm until. Price: US $3. Tickets available from any of the 
players. 

Saturday, July 5 

US INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION 
organised by St. Maarten Navy League. Food of many nations, 
surprises galore, entertainment all evening. Place: Reggae Cafe. 

Time: 4:00-10:00pm. Admission: Free. 


s of usable household and garden items, bric-a-brac, books, 
music, clothing, games, sports equipment and potted plants 
suitable for a fund-raising Flea Market and Plant Sale to be held 
during the summer. Items may be turned in to the Foundation 
office at Great Bay Marina during office hours Monday-Satur- 
day, or call the Animal Ambulance, tel. 559-8887 for pick-up. 

Crafters Cottage Industry Courses 

St. Maarten Crafters Cottage Industry Foundation summer classes 
in doll making, basket weaving, handbags, belts, etc., are about to 
start. For more information, call Kathy, tel. 556-9667. 
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St. Kitts goes down as Antigua 
wins Leewards islands championship 


ST. KITTS—Antigua and 
Barbuda swept the Leeward 
Islands cricket title with a 
100 per cent win record on 
Monday after defeating the 
previously unbeaten St. Kitts 
by three wickets in their fifth 
round game on St. Kitts’ 
home turf at the Edgar Gil¬ 
bert Sports Complex. 

St. Kitts battled well to a 
second innings to reach an 
impressive 356 that gave 
Antigua and Barbuda 215 to 
win. Resuming at their over¬ 
night 200 for five, St. Kitts 
resisted for a further 156 
runs, mainly through 
Powell’s knock that included 
seven fours and three sixes. 

Antigua achieved victory at 
218 with three wickets re¬ 
maining and essentially re¬ 
tained their title. 

Elsroy Powell (101) struck 
the first St. Kitts century of 
this year’s tournament to 
create the foundation for his 


team’s total against a six- 
wicket haul from pacer Curl 
Simon. Not to be outdone 
Sylvester Joseph raced to a 
half-century to steer Antigua 
and Barbuda to victory late 
on the last day. 

Antigua and Barbuda fin¬ 
ished with maximum 60 
points from their five games, 
16 ahead of Nevis, who beat 
the Combined Virgin Islands 
(CVI) in Charlestown. 

Codville Rogers (67) and 
captain Shane Jeffers (33) 
were the other significant 
contributors for St. Kitts, as 
Simon bagged five for 75 off 
25 overs for a match haul of 
11 for 116. 

Antigua and Barbuda be¬ 
gan their run-chase just af¬ 
ter lunch and achieved a 
fighting win at approxi¬ 
mately 5.30 local time. Jo¬ 
seph followed up his first 
innings century (133) with a 
top-score of 72, while Wilden 


Registration continues 
for basketball camp 


PHILIPSBURG—Regis¬ 
tration continues for basket¬ 
ball camp at L.B. Scott 
Sports Auditorium from 
10:00am to 1:00pm and 
again at 4:00 to 6:00pm. 

The camp, sponsored by 
Cheri’s Cafe, is in its second 
year in St. Maarten. The five- 
day programme is organized 
by local basketball player 
Clive Gario. This year Gario 
has enlisted the help of his 
US-based college coach. 

Andy Eberhart will be 
working with Clive Gario to 
host a Summer League Bas¬ 
ketball Camp July 8 to 12. 
Eberhart is a winning col¬ 
lege basketball coach. He 
runs the Division two Mount 
St. Claire College basketball 
programme in Iowa. 

The camp is open to ath¬ 
letes ages eight to 20 years. 


This year the stakes are 
even higher for the athletes. 
In addition to teaching bas¬ 
ketball fundamentals and 
advanced techniques to the 
older athletes, Coach 
Eberhart is looking for new 
recruits for his college team. 

Gario played for Eberhart 
when the team went to the 
state championships. 

Eberhart, with 11 years’ 
college coaching experience, 
and his assistant coach from 
the states will be directing 
the camp. Each summer they 
also host their own camp 
back in Iowa. In the past, 
Gario helped with the US 
camp and brought the idea 
back to St. Maartenlastyear. 

The cost of the St. Maarten 
Summer league basketball 
camp will be US $20. 


Cornwall, who also struck a 
first innings hundred (121), 
hit 43 and Austin Richards 
33. 

Bowling for St. Kitts, spin¬ 
ner Novall McCall picked 
up three for 53. 

St. Kitts have an outstand¬ 
ing game against Anguilla, 
but their unplayed second- 


round match against CVI 
has been awarded to the 
CVI. The Leeward Islands 
Cricket Association (LICA) 
ruled Monday that it would 
not grant a reprieve to St. 
Kitts after they failed to 
travel to St. Thomas for the 
June 7-9game,claimingvisa 
problems. 


Pony League announces 
travelling team selection 


PHILIPSBURG—The St. 
Martin Pony Baseball foun¬ 
dation has announced the fi¬ 
nal selection for its 13- to 14- 
year-old team. 

The 15-member squad will 
represent St. Maarten in the 
Protect Our Nation’s Youth 
Caribbean Zone tournament. 

The annual competition is 
being held in Puerto Rico this 
year July 9 to 14. 

Making the team are Fabian 
Turner, Lenrick Pinto, Jamal 
Thomas, MackensonBadeau, 
Felix Brown, Rodrique 
Richardson and Weishan 
Zhang. Also on the squad are 
Gian Christian, Aakeem 
Dublin, Johnny Badeau, Ed¬ 
ward Connor, Adrian Baly, 


Miguel, Hanson, Brian 
Larocque and Juan-Carlos 
Berroa. 

The athletes play in the 14 
and under division of the lo¬ 
cal Pony League. The division 
has eight teams. 

The ball players come from 
the French Quarter Tigers, 
sponsored by Prime Distribu¬ 
tors, NECOB.V. Athletes of 
Cul-de-Sac, and the UTS Red 
Sox of Middle Region. The 
other teams include Tendal 
Real Estate Indians of Dutch 
Quarter, Lions Club Orioles 
of Union Farm, DCA Pirates 
of Cole Bay, St. Martin Cars 
Cubs of St. Georges and St. 
Louis Pavoes. 


PHILIPSBURG—The first 
St. Maarten Juniors Open 
International World Ranking 
Competition is building to¬ 
ward a climax. 

The competition is sched¬ 
uled to finish July 5. Already 
many of the young St. Maarten 
athletes have been eliminated 
from the international event. 

The tournament with tennis 
players from 30 different na¬ 
tions is divided into two age 
groups and subdivided again 
by gender. The older teenag¬ 
ers in the 18 and under group 
play at Port de Plaisance. The 


14 and under group began play 
at M aho and will move to Port 
de Plaisance for its finals. 

A few local athletes remain 
in the race for ranking points 
or trophies. In the girls under 
18 singles competition Natalie 
Tackling is just one match 
away from the quarter-finals. 
She defeated Malissa 
McCollin 7-5 and 6-4. Only 
Vanessa Masalles stands in 
her way to the round of eight. 

Tackling lost her doubles 
match. She teamed up with 
Laura Marin. They lost to 
Ashrafi Manejee and Rebeca 
Carrera of Peru. The score 
was 6-0 and 7-5. 

In the boys 14 and under St. 
Maarten’s Louis Engel won 
his doubles match with part¬ 
ner Axel Olson. Through the 
luck of the draw they faced 
two St. Maarteners. 

They defeated the team of 
Susheel Motwani and Stephen 
Chin 6-3 and 6-2. The Engel 
team will face Michael 
Capozzi and Rhadames Pena 
in the next round of play. 

Tennis continues today. The 
competition begins at 9:00am 
and continues until approxi¬ 
mately 6:00pm, with a break 
for lunch. 

Admission to watch the 
games is free. 



Tension builds ns ranking 
tournament nears finals 


General Manager of B&C Beverages Eligio Velez receives 
an Award of Appreciation from the Coca-Cola Steelers 
women’s softball team yesterday. Veronica Wilson makes 
the presentation as coach Junior Statie looks on. 


Steelers thank sponsor, 
recap team's season 

PHILIPSBURG—The Coca- 
Cola Steelers women’s soft- 
ball team took time off from 
the diamond to thank their 
sponsor yesterday. 

Team representatives went 
to the offices of B&C Bever¬ 
ages, the local distributors of 
Coke. They presented Gen¬ 
eral Manager Eligio Velez a 
plaque. Mounted on the pol¬ 
ished wood were a team pic¬ 
ture and an Award of Appre¬ 
ciation engraved in brass. 

“In appreciation for your 
dedicated contribution and 
generous support,” read the 
note in part. “We thank you.” 

The Steelers then recapped 
the team’s season. The 
Steelers played in the St. 

Maarten Women’s softball 
competition. 

The representatives remi¬ 
nisced about the excitement 
of the final game of the end of 
season knockout. The Steelers 
faced the Falcons. The lead 
went back and forth. 

When Velez left the game 
(he showed up for several 
during the season) the Steelers 
were ahead. 

“I felt bad I had to leave. I 


did not want to jinx the team,” 
said Velez. “Don’t worry,” 
said Veronica Wilson. “We 
won.” 

The Steelers’ best batter was 
Renee Pondt. She had 44 at 
bats and hit safe 28 times. She 
ended the season with a .636 
average. Pondt was also 
named the team’s most valu¬ 
able player. 

This year the best pitching 
award was shared by Mary 
Joseph and Sandra Hanson. 

Christina Deher was named 
the team’s best outfielder and 
Veronica Wilson was selected 
as best infielder. Deher had 

40 at bats and recorded 14 hits 
for a .350 average. Wilson 
went to the plate 41 times and 
had 19 hits. Her average was 
.463. 

Shama Flurton was named 
the most improved player and 
Chairmain Paige was awarded 
the rookie of the year title. 
Flurton hit safely 12 times in 

41 at bats for a .293. Paige had 
seven hits at 21 at bats. She 
finished the competition at 
.333. 

Softball is scheduled to re¬ 
sume in November. 


Carib series continues 
with third kayak race 

PHILIPSBURG—The third race in the Carib Kayak Chal¬ 
lenge Series will be Sunday, July 13. 

The race, organized by the Friendly Island Aquatic Associa¬ 
tion and sponsored by Carib Beer, will be an 8-kilometer 
paddle in calm water. 

The Kayakers will start at the Port de Plaisance beach at 
9:00am. The athletes will paddle to the beach near Zee Best 
in Marigot, back under the Simpson Bay bridge and finish at 
Indiana Beach. 

The race will be divided into an open class and the scupper 
one-design group. There will also be a doubles competition. 
However, only the single paddlers are eligible to win points 
toward the series championship. 

Registration will be at Tri Sport on Saturday, July 12, from 
10:00am to 4:00pm. 
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St. Martin Mixed walks, 
defaults game. Stars win 


PHILIPSBURG—The St. 
Martin Mixed football team 
went to the locker room en¬ 
joying a 2-0 lead over the 
Black Stars in the St. 
Maarten Soccer Association 
national championship com¬ 
petition yesterday. 

Playing at the Raoul Illidge 
Sports Complex, the Mixed 
team played an excellent first 
half. They went on to walk 
off the field with just under 
15 minutes left to play in the 
game and lost. 

The Mixed team is a com¬ 
bination of players from both 
sides of the Island. Most of 
the athletes on the team 
trace their roots back to 


PHILIPSBURG—The St. 
Maarten Police department 
will be hosting a Youth 
Sports Weekend. 

Young athletes will be able 
to compete in five different 
events. The games will in¬ 
clude baseball, basketball, 
football, track and field and 
volleyball. The sports pro¬ 
gram is scheduled for July 
10,11,12 and 13. 

The St. Maarten Police 
department is getting more 
involved in the community. 
“We want the children to 
think of the police as their 
friends,” said Freddy Pinto, 
one of the officers helping 
organize the games. “We 
don’t want the community 
to think of us as the bad 
guys, just arresting people.” 


Haiti. 

Last night the Mixed team 
used the long pass to speed 
by the Black Stars. From one 
end of the field to the net at 
the other end, the Mixed 
team took just three to four 
touches on the ball. 

In the 18th Minute Dupre 
Baron was racing down the 
right side of the field. The 
ball, which started back at 
the six-yard box with a full¬ 
back kick, sailed down the 
left side of play. 

The third touch of the drive 
sent the ball crossing in front 
of goal. Baron arrived in time 
to receive the pass and fire it 
back against the grain into 


Pinto explained the police 
are designated the task of 
protecting and serving the 
community. “It’s a two way 
street. We need the 
community’s help,” said 
Pinto. “This is our way of 
reaching out.” 

The games will be open to 
the children of Saba and St. 
Eustatius too. 

Football and track and field 
will be played at the Raoul 
Illidge Sports Complex. The 
John Cooper/Jose Lake Sr. 
Ballpark will be the venue 
for baseball. 

Volleyball will be served 
up at the L.B. Scot Sports 
Complex and basketball will 
tip off at the St. Peters Com¬ 
munity Center. 


the top left corner of the net. 
The diving keeper had no 
chance. Mixed led 1-0. 

In the 23rd minute of play 
the Mixed team launched a 
replay. This time it was 
Laurent Samer at the far side 
of the goal who received the 
pass and fired the shot. 

The Black Stars consisting 
of players with Jamaican 
roots, looked like a differ¬ 
ent team. Instead of trying 
to outrun their opponents 
as they usually do with the 
long pass, the Stars relied on 
sending the ball back to the 
mid-fielders. Unfortunately 
as the Stars got into position 
to move the ball forward, 
the Mixed squad had time to 
set up their defense. 

The game was both physi¬ 
cal and vocal from the start. 
The referee and competi¬ 
tion managers warned both 
teams to keep their “cool” 
and stop arguing with the 
referee about calls. 

“Only the team captain or 
manager can question a 
call,” explained competition 
organizer Romeo 

Kromopawiro to the 
maganers. “We will not tol¬ 
erate cursing or bad behav¬ 
ior.” 

As play resumed after the 
break, the Black Stars 
pressed their attack. A call 
went against the Mixed 
team. Aplayer started shout¬ 
ing at the referee. Out came 
the red card. Play resumed. 
Another free kick was called. 
Again the Mixed team chal¬ 
lenged the official in a threat¬ 
ening manner. Out came a 
second red card. 


Police reach out 
with youth sports 


DQ Shattaz are tops. 
Vipers bite the dust 


PHILIPSBURG—The 
Shattaz of Dutch Quar¬ 
ter were tops yesterday. 
The Top Shattaz grabbed 
the Middle Region Vi¬ 
pers by the tail, spun them 
around several times and 
then threw them right of 
the court at the L.B. Scott 
Sports Auditorium. 

The Top Shattaz won 
the 15 to 19 division Jun¬ 
ior District basketball 
match 97-75. 

Alex Fleming had the 
hot hand of the day for 
the Shattaz. He scored 38 
points. Denzel Jones 
added 23 more to the win¬ 
ning tally and Andy Page 


was good for 11. 

The Top Shattaz took 
the early lead and just ran 
with the ball. The Shattaz 
mixed the game up with 
fast breaks, set plays and 
even outside shooting. 

The Vipers struggled. 
Their shooting was aver¬ 
age at best. Normally the 
Vipers make up for the 
lack of accuracy by re¬ 
bounding. Notyesterday; 
not against the Top 
Shattaz. The Shattaz con¬ 
trolled the boards at both 
ends of the court for an 
easy win. 

Abdul Wathley was the 
high scorer for the Vi¬ 


pers. He had 21 points. 
Martin Brown was good 
for 18. 

The 15 to 19 division 
continues with three 
games Saturday. The Top 
Shattaz will return to the 
hardwood at 2:00pm. 
They will face the Belve¬ 
dere Project Boys. The 
Cole Bay Razorbacks are 
scheduled to tip off 
against the Madame Es¬ 
tate Underdogs at 
3:30pm. In the final game 
of the day the Over the 
Bank Rug Rats meet the 
St. Peters No Limits at 
5:00pm. 



Number seven of the St. Martin Mixed football club fends off a member of the Black Stars 
in the St. Maarten Soccer Association national championship at Raoul Illidge Sports 
Complex last night. 


With a two-man advantage, team walked off the field. Where is their sportsman- 
the Black Stars were easily “I could not believe they ship?” 
able to equalize the match, walked off,” said Kromopawiro went on to 
As the second goal was net- Kromopawiro. “This is sup- say the Mixed team should 
ted with just under 15 min- posed to be a sport. Where have won the game. “They 
utes left to play, the Mixed is the team’s discipline? lettheirtempersbeatthem.” 


Full strength Razorbacks 
short-circuit the G-Units 


PHILIPSBURG—The 
Cole Bay Razorbacks short- 
circuited the G-Units of 
Zagersgut in Junior District 
basketball yesterday. 

Playing at the L.B. Scott 
Sports Auditorium, the 15 
to 18 division Razorbacks 
outpowered the G-Units 64- 
34. Back to full strength the 
Razorbacks showed the G- 
Units no mercy as they just 
ran past them for the entire 
game. 

Benigno Warner was the 
team’s top scorer. He hit for 


20 points and had three re¬ 
bounds. Warner along with 
teammate Samier “Cry 
Baby” Louisa and Robert 
“The Answer” Gabriela 
were all selected to repre¬ 
sent St. Maarten in the King¬ 
dom Games qualifiers in 
Curasao. All three went on 
to make the Netherlands 
Antilles Team that will play 
in the Kingdom Games later 
this month. 

All three also played in the 
senior A-division Nagico 
Survival of the Fittest 


Knockout. Warner was 
named Rookie of the tour¬ 
nament. 

Yesterday playing against 
athletes their own age and 
size again, the Razorbacks 
had a field day scoring. 

Lamar “The Question” 
Levenstone got in on the 
action too. He did not make 
the St. Maarten team but 
did qualify for the league 
All-star team. The Question 
scored 17 points yesterday. 
He had two assists and one 
steal. 

The Cry Baby added 14 
points to the winning tally, 
had one rebound and six as¬ 
sists. 

For the G-Units it was Jule 
Blijden doing most of the 
work. He had 10 points and 
two rebounds. Omar Ottley 
was good for five points and 
one rebound. 

Junior District basketball 
continues, today, with the 
12 to 15 division playing their 
final two games before the 
playoffs. 

The Cay Hill Celtics will 
face the Razorbacks at 
3:00pm. The Middle Region 
Vipers go up against the 
Union Farm Small Soldiers 
at 4:00pm. 
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Tour de Frame still seeking Hinault's heir 



The pack rides with overall leader Lance Armstrong (R) in the lead, outside Mens, French 
Alps, on the way to climb the Ponsonas pass, during the 15th stage of the Tour de France 
cycling race between Vaison-La-Romaine, southern France, and Les Deux Alpes, French 
Alps, in this July 23, 2002 photo. Armstrong is already one of the greats of the Tour de 
France, a member of a select group to have won cycling’s premier race four times. The 
question now is: how close will he get to being the greatest? 


PARIS—The Tour de 
France will celebrate its 
centenary this month still 
seeking a successor to 
Bernard Hinault, the last 
Frenchman to win the 
classic cycling race in 
1985. 

Of the 39 French riders 
at Saturday’s start in 
Paris, Christophe 
Moreau, who was fourth 
two years ago, looks to be 
the only one with a chance 
of getting on to the po¬ 
dium. Other Frenchmen 
will simply be looking for 
a stage win while the 
younger riders will just 
hope to gain some expe¬ 
rience for the future. 

“Unless something ex¬ 
ceptional happens, I can’t 
see a Frenchman winning 
the Tour,” said five-times 
winner Hinault. 

“Some guys can still have 
a good Tour, win a stage 
or at least try by attacking 
a lot,” he added. 

Moreau, a gifted time 
trial specialist has, for 
once, suffered neither 


health problems nor bad 
crashes this season. The 
winner of the Dunkirk 
Four Days in May, he also 
got fifth place in the Dau- 
phine Libere last month. 

“I had not attacked so 
much for a long time and 
it was great fun,” he said. 
“I know very well that to 
finish the Tour well 
placed, you have to stay 
with the best in the moun¬ 
tains but I don’t rule out 
any option.” 

“I just hope to overcome 
the first week’s tension. I 
will try to stay out of 
trouble and concentrate 
on the prologue and the 
first time trial,” he said. 

French champion 
Didier Rous, of the 
Brioches La Boulangere 
team, is a good rider but 
he will be happy just to 
stay in the leading group 
and finish in the top 10. 
Richard Virenque, of 
Quick Step, can hope for 
a mountain stage win but 
is considered too old at 
33 to earn a sixth King of 


the Mountains victory 
which would allow him to 
equal Lucien van Impe’s 
record. 


Former world champion 
Laurent Brochard will 
find the climbs too taxing 
to have real hopes of suc¬ 


cess. 

Among those with a 
bright future ahead of 
tAhem are Sylvain 


Chavanel and Sandy 
Casar. Thirteenth in the 
last Giro d’ltalia, Casar is 
probably the more expe¬ 
rienced and talented of 
the pair. 

“With Sandy, it’ll be all 
or nothing. He might be a 
little tired from his Giro 
and I will leave him 
alone,” said FDJeux.com 
team director Marc 
Madiot. 

Chavanel, starting his 
third Tour, has looked 
off-form in recent races 
and is struggling to come 
to terms with the sudden 
death of his friend and 
team mate Fabrice 
Salanson before the Tour 
of Germany last month. 

“Sylvain has always 
struggled in June but his 
main problem right now 
is grief. He needs a little 
bit of happiness and only 
the race can help him 
out,” said Brioches La 
Boulangere manager 
Philippe Raimbaud. 


Halladay earns 12th 
straight victory 

DETROIT—With his team 
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Van Gundy and Ewing 
back together again 


in a batting slump, Toronto 
Blue Jays hitting coach Mike 
Barnett decided to hold a 
meeting for his batters. What¬ 
ever he said, it worked—and 
helped Roy Halladay earn his 
12th straight victory. 

After scoring just six runs in 
a four-game losing streak, the 
Blue Jays got two homers from 
Carlos Delgado and four RBI 
from Vernon Wells in an 8-2 
victory over the Detroit Ti¬ 
gers on Wednesday night. 

“When we were going good, 
we were getting runs early,” 
Toronto manager Carlos 
Tosca said. “When we were 
able to throw a couple runs up 
there early tonight, everyone 
was able to breathe a little 
easier. We hadn’t done that 
for a while.” 

Delgado now has 28 homers 
and 91 RBI. “He’s unbeliev¬ 
able,” said Wells, who has 
scored 68 runs. “It is a plea¬ 
sure just to try to get on base 
for him and watch him work 
his magic.” 

Halladay has something spe¬ 
cial going, too. Halladay (12- 
2) has not lost in 15 starts 
since April 15. His winning 
streak is the second-longest 
in team history to Roger 
Clemens’ 15-game string in 
1998. 

“I just wanted to go out there 
and give it everything I had,” 
Halladay said. “I had a little 
more intensity than usual, but 
it was nice to see the offense 
get going again. That helped a 


lot.” 

Halladay allowed two runs 
on seven hits and no walks in 
seven innings. He struck out 
three. 

“That guy can do a lot of 
things that no one else can 
do,” said Detroit’s Matt 
Walbeck. “In one at-bat, he 
threw a 2-0 curveball, a 3-1 
curveball and a full-count 
curveball and struck our guy 
out. There aren’t too many 
pitches with that kind of com¬ 
mand of a breaking ball.” 
Detroit has lost 22 of its last 
26 games. Still, the Blue Jays 
became the first road team to 
lose a series at Comerica Park 
this year. 

“It would have been huge if 
we had been able to sweep 
them,” Walbeck said. “We still 
won the series, but now it is 
bittersweet because we are 
going out on the road off a 
loss.” 

Adam Bernero (1-12) took 
his sixth straight loss, giving 
up five runs on seven hits in 3 
1/3 innings. The Tigers are 1- 
16 in Bernero’s starts this sea¬ 
son. 

American League 

W. Sox - Twins 8-6 
D. Rays - R. Sox 4-5 
Royals - Indians 8-2 

National League 

Marlins - Braves 1-2 
Pirates - Reds 3-4 
Philies - Cubs 0-1 
Card’s - Giants 1-4 
Mets - Expos 4-11 
Rockies - D’backs 6-2 


was forced out with an in¬ 
jury. 

“I will have a lot more spar¬ 
ring realising that’s who I’m 
fighting,” said Lewis, add¬ 
ing he would knock out 
Klitschko in the fifth round 
of a rematch. “I’m just going 
to give it to him from round 
one. My j ab is my big we apon 
and I’m going to open up the 
other side of his face.” 


“He’s lucky, he would have 
been knocked out. I don’t 
mind the rematch at all be¬ 
cause I realise I have more 
heart than him, I’m tougher 
than him and this time I’ll be 
more prepared for him,” he 
warned. “He was gone, he 
was holding on for dear life. 
I was dragging him around 
the ring. He was lucky they 
stopped it.” 


HOUSTON—Patrick Ewing 
and Jeff Van Gundy are to¬ 
gether again. Now, they’re 
both coaches. 

Van Gundy, the new head 
coach of the Houston Rock¬ 
ets, hired Ewing as an assis¬ 
tant on Wednesday. Ewing 
was the star center under Van 
Gundy with the New York 
Knicks. 

In 1994, Ewing and Van 
Gundy, then an assistant on 
Pat Riley’s staff, lost in seven 
games to the Rockets in the 
NBA Finals. Ewing never 
won an NBA title in his 17- 
year career. 

He was released by Wash¬ 
ington from the final two 
months of his coaching con¬ 
tract earlier Wednesday. 
Ewing spent last season as an 
assistant with the Wizards. 

Tom Thibodeau, who has 
spent the past seven seasons 
as a coach with the Knicks, 
Steve Clifford and Andy 
Greer were also hired as as¬ 
sistants. Clifford and Greer 
also coached with the Knicks 
last season. 

“Steve, Andy and Tom are 
all established coaching vet¬ 
erans who bring a lot of expe¬ 
rience,” Rockets general 
manager Carroll Dawson 
said. “Patrick was one of the 
greatest centers to play the 
game, and he will be an in¬ 
valuable asset as a young as¬ 
sistant.” 


Van Gundy took over as 
Rockets coach after Rudy 
Tomjanovich resigned fol¬ 
lowing last season. He previ¬ 
ously had Clifford, Greer and 
Thibodeau as assistants when 
he coached the Knicks. 

“I am very happy to have 
added quality coaches who 
have done so much for me 
during my career,” Van 
Gundy said. “Each of these 
assistants brings with them a 



wealth of basketball knowl¬ 
edge that I know will be of 
great value to our players.” 

Ewing, seen as a sideline 
mentor for second-year cen¬ 
ter Yao Ming, made his 
coaching debut last season 
with the Wizards. He ranks in 
the NBA’s top 20 in career 
points, rebounds and blocked 
shots. 
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Vancouver win right to 
stage 2010 Winter Games 


PRAGUE—The Canadian 
city of Vancouver beat off a 
surprisingly robust chal¬ 
lenges from South Korea’s 
Pyeongchang and a bid by 
Salzburg of Austria to win 
the right to stage the 2010 
Winter Olympics on 
Wednesday. 

Vancouver, always the 
favourite, won by taking a 
narrow majority in the sec¬ 
ond round of voting by In¬ 
ternational Olympic Com¬ 
mittee (IOC) members, edg¬ 
ing Pyeongchang by only 
three votes after Salzburg 
was eliminated in the first 
round. 

The relatively unknown 
Asian candidate had been 
widely expected to place 
third in the opening ballot 
but actually headed the first 
round of voting, leading with 
51 to 40 for Vancouver and 
18 for Salzburg. After 
Salzburg was eliminated, 
Vancouver picked up most 
of their votes and won by 56 
votes to 53 for the Koreans. 

The Vancouver delegation 

Las Vegas hosts 
Holyfield-Toney 
showdown October 4 

LAS VEGAS—The 

Mandalay Bay Resort and 
Casino in Las Vegas will host 
the heavyweight showdown 
between Evander Holyfield 
and James Toney on Octo¬ 
ber 4. 

“When you think of big 
heavyweight boxing events, 
you immediately think of Las 
Vegas and Mandalay Bay,” 
promoter Dan Goossen said 
in a statement on Wednes¬ 
day. “It is a tremendous fight 
staged in the fight capital of 
the world.” 

The clash between 
Holyfield and IBF 
cruiserweight champion 
Toney was announced on 
June 24 but the venue had 
not yet been decided. 
Holyfield, 40, the only four 
times world heavyweight 
champion in the history of 
boxing, ruled among the 
cruiserweights before mov¬ 
ing up a division in July 1988. 

After winning world titles 
in the middleweight and su¬ 
per middleweight divisions 
during the early 1990s, 
Toney picked up the IBF 
cruiserweight crown with a 
points victory over champion 
Vassiliy Jirov in April this 
year. Toney will be fighting 
as a heavyweight for the first 
time. 

Holyfield’s last bout was a 
defeat at the hands of Chris 
Byrd for the vacant IBF title 
last December. 


at Prague’s Hilton Hotel 
where the IOC were in ses¬ 
sion erupted in cheering and 
hooting as IOC president 
Jacques Rogge announced 
the result of the vote. 

Canadian prime minister 
Jean Chretien, a member of 
the Vancouver delegation, 
said: “I’m sure that the 2010 
Games will be extremely 

PSG turn down 
United offer 
for Ronaldinho 

PARIS—Paris St Germain 
president Francis Graille 
said on Wednesday he had 
turned down an offer by 
Manchester United for Bra¬ 
zilian striker Ronaldinho. 

“They have confirmed their 
interest in Ronaldinho and 
have made an offer which 
we turned down,” Graille 
told Reuters after a meeting 
with Manchester United 
chief executive Peter 
Kenyon. 

“If they want Ronaldinho, 
they must do better than this. 
Now they know what to ex¬ 
pect from us,” he added. 

Graille refused to reveal 
the amount of the offer but 
denied figures, which had 
circulated recently in media 
reports, of 20 million euros 
($23.09 million). “It is not 
the amount mentioned in the 
papers,” he said. 

Graille said he was still in 
talks with Real Madrid about 
a possible transfer of the 
Brazilian international, who 
has expressed his wish to 
leave Paris. 


exciting but there was a lot 
of uncertainty about the 
thing. There were rumours 
coming that we were doing 
well and then not well and 
one that they had already 
announced South Korea had 
won. It’s terribly nerve rack¬ 
ing but it’s the thrill of being 
in it.” 

Canadian ice hockey icon 
Wayne Gretzky said: “This 
is a great moment for 
Canada. I’ve had a great trip 
to Prague with my family and 
this is now the icing on the 
cake.” he added. 

Vancouver will bring the 
Winter Games to Canada 
for only the second time and 
the first since 1988 when 
Calgary staged the event. 
Canada also staged one 
Summer Games—in 

Montreal in 1976. It will be 
the 21st Winter Games to be 
held and the sixth in North 
America. 

The British Columbian 
port city won over IOC mem¬ 
bers with the beauty of its 
location between mountains 
and ocean, using a “Sea to 
Sky” slogan, as well as for its 
tried and tested facilities. 
The mountain events of the 
Games are to be staged at 
the ski resort of Whistler, 
some two hours away from 
the city by road, a distance 
many had seen as a disad¬ 
vantage for the Vancouver 
bid. 

A crowd of as many as 
10,000 who had gathered at 
an indoor arena in down¬ 
town Vancouver cheered 
wildly for several minutes 
when the vote result was 
announced. Fireworks went 




off inside the building, where 
many of the ice hockey 
events will be held. A televi¬ 
sion monitor displayed a big 
sign reading “Yes!” 

The IOC’s decision was 
made public at about 08:45 
am local time (Pacific) in 
Vancouver and some in the 


crowd had camped out over¬ 
night to attend the two-hour 
event that included 
speeches, an aboriginal 
prayer ceremony and a live 
broadcast from Prague. 

The gathering had the feel 
of an international sporting 
event, with many in the au¬ 


dience waving Canadian 
flags and white towels. One 
sign in the crowd read “Wait¬ 
ing since 1988” a reference 
to the last time Canada 
hosted a Winter Olympics, 
in Calgary, Alberta. 

There was also a smaller 
ceremony in Whistler. 


WIMBLEDON ROUNDUP 


ond set, his touch play and 


Wimbledon career of 
Henman, who has reached 
the semi-finals and lost four 
times. Trailing 5-1 after two 
rain breaks, the Englishman 
roared back to 5-5, then 
squandered four set points 
in the tiebreak and lost it 10- 
8 when Grosjean delivered 
a fizzing, dipping forehand 
passing shot right into the 
corner of the court. 

Grosjean was the better 
player for most of the sec- 


MILAN—Chelsea favourite 
Gianfranco Zola has returned 
home to Italy after seven years 
in London and will play for 
Sardinia’s Cagliari next sea¬ 
son, the Serie B club said on 
Wednesday. 

Zola, voted the greatest 
player in Chelsea’s history in 
an internet poll last season, 
had been offered another year 
with the English premier 
league club after his contract 
ran out. The Sardinian-born 
forward played for Napoli and 
Parma in Italy before moving 
to Chelsea in 1996 for 4.5 mil¬ 
lion pounds ($7.48 million). 
“Gianfranco Zola regretfully 
told Chelsea today that de¬ 
spite the club offering him 
terms with which he could 
agree, he would be honouring 
his promise to join Cagliari,” 
read a statement on the 


strokes of improvised genius 
a joy to watch. But an outra¬ 
geous piece of Henman luck, 
when a service return clipped 
the net cord and plopped 
over, secured him a break 
for 5-3 and the Briton lev¬ 
elled the match to squeals of 
delight from his Union Flag- 
waving fans. 

After a two-hour break 
caused by a violent electri¬ 
cal storm over southwest 


Chelsea website. 

Zola won the FA Cup twice 
with Chelsea and the Euro¬ 
pean Cup Winners Cup in 
1998. The west London club 
was taken over by Russian bil¬ 
lionaire Roman Abramovich 
on Tuesday. 

“Zola was undoubtedly one 
of Chelsea’s greatest players 
ever,” said chairman Ken 
Bates. “He’s been a joy to 
watch and a great influence 
both on and off the field, par¬ 
ticularly because of his great 
interest with young fans. We 
owe him one hell of a lot of 
thanks. On behalf of every 
Chelsea fan I wish him and his 
family all the very best of good 
fortune in the future and I’m 
delighted that we hope to see 
him back at Stamford Bridge 
with the Cagliari team.” 


Continued, from page 36 

London, Grosjean produced 
some thundering service re¬ 
turns to break twice and take 
the third set 6-3. With rain 
drizzling down on the court, 
Grosjean twice asked the 
umpire to call play off at the 
start of the fourth set and 
Mills finally walked on to 
the court and did so, with 
the agreement of both play¬ 
ers. 

In the only quarter-final 
featuring two unseeded play¬ 
ers, Philippoussis overcame 
three frustrating rain breaks 
to counter the early Popp 
onslaught. A couple of 
lengthy stoppages in the 
third game of the match did 
the Australian no favours as 
Popp put in an inspired dis¬ 
play to capture the first two 
sets in 65 minutes. 

With the noisy Australian 
contingent stunned into si¬ 
lence, Philippoussis swung 
into action in the sixth game 
of the third set. As the match 
approached the 90-minute 
mark, the Australian yelled 
out in delight as he finally 
punched a hole in Popp’s 
serve to gain his first break. 

Having got the measure of 
his opponent’s serve, the 
Australian levelled the con¬ 
test in set four after Popp 
ended a baseline rally by 
netting a backhand. Four 
games later a fourth rain 
break sent the players scur¬ 
rying back into the locker 
room for good. 


Zola leaves Chelsea 
for Serie B dub 





















Lewis pushing for Klitschko rematch 



NEW YORK—World 
heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis said on 
Wednesday he preferred a 
rematch with Vitali 
Klitschko to a big money 
bout with Roy Jones Jr. 

Following a bloody sixth- 
round technical knockout of 
Klitschko two weeks ago in 
Los Angeles, Lewis was ex¬ 
pected to turn his attention 
towards a much hyped fight 


with Jones. One-time 
middleweight Jones cap¬ 
tured the imagination of the 
boxing public last March 
when he defeated John Ruiz 
to claim the WBA heavy¬ 
weight title. 

But in a surprise move 
Lewis said negotiations for 
a rematch with Klitschko, a 
German-based Ukrainian, 
were already underway with 
December 6 the most likely 


date for the bout. “I’m opt¬ 
ing more for the rematch,” 
said Lewis. “I enjoyed that 
fight.” 

“It was just a fight, we just 
went at it. I felt I was in good 
shape,” he continued. “You 
have to realise a year’s lay¬ 
off to be able to come back 
and take a fight in basically 
10 days notice and do that to 
his eye...it may look like I 
was tired but he was just as 


tired.” 

One possible roadblock for 
a rematch is the condition of 
Klitschko’s left eye. The 
Ukrainian required over 50 
stitches to close gashes above 
and below the battered eye 
that ultimately resulted in 
the fight being stopped. 

“We want our own inde¬ 
pendent doctor to go there 
and check the eye and if he 
willbe available,” said Lewis, 
adding that those discussions 
were also going ahead on 
Wednesday. “We want to go 
in there, check it out and 
then we can go from there. 
They should agree to it. If 
not, then we will have to 
look at other options. Roy 
Jones, or call it a day or see 
what else is out there which 
isn’t much.” 

Stepping into the ring for 
the first time since a punish¬ 
ing eighth-round knockout 
of former champion Mike 
Tyson on June 8,2002, Lewis 
failed to impress weighing 
in at a bulky 256 1/2 pounds 
and displaying plenty of ring 
rust. Lewis’s preparations 
were also less than ideal, 
accepting to fight Klitschko 
on 10 days’ notice after his 
original opponent for the 
June 21 bout Kirk Johnson 

Continued on page 
34 



Arsenal’s Patrick Vieira (R) struggles for the ball against 
Ajax’s Mido during their Champions League group B match 
in Amsterdam, in this February 26 file photo. 


Ajax striker Mido 
set for Marseille 

AMSTERDAM—Ajax have agreed the transfer of Ahmed 
“Mido” Hossam to Olympique Marseille, the Dutch club said 
on Wednesday. 

The 20-year-old Egyptian international, under contract with 
Ajax till 2006, is to discuss personal terms with the French 
club. 

Mido joined Ajax in 2001 after playing for Egyptian side 
Zamalek and Belgian club Gent. In his first year with Ajax, 
Mido helped the side win the Dutch double, but last season he 
was banned by coach Ronald Koeman after disciplinary prob¬ 
lems and went on loan to Spanish side Celta de Vigo. 

He played 57 matches for Ajax, scoring 23 goals, and has 
played 26 times for his country. 


Storm leaves men high 
and dry at Wimbledon 


LOND ON—A violent thun¬ 
derstorm and a series of rain 
showers wreaked havoc at 
Wimbledon on Wednesday, 
leaving all four men’s quar¬ 
ter-finals unfinished. 

Britain’s Tim Henman left 
a dank Centre Court in 
trouble in his quarter-final 
against Sebastien Grosjean, 
trailing two sets to one after 
being largely outplayed by 
the 13th seed. Grosjean led 
7-63-66-31-2 on serve when 
tournament referee Alan 
Mills intervened to call an 
end to a disrupted day’s ac¬ 
tion. 

“In fairness to the players 
it’s very slippery out there,” 
Mills said having ordered the 


players off court at 7.20 pm. 
“It’s dangerous for the play¬ 
ers.” 

In the other quarter-final 
between two unseeded play¬ 
ers on court one, Australian 
Mark Philippoussis—con¬ 
queror of world number one 
Andre Agassi in the fourth 
round—recovered from two 
sets down to level his match 
with German Alexander 
Popp. 

Popp took the first two sets 
6-4 6-4 but Philippousis re¬ 
sponded in kind, taking the 
next two sets 6-3 6-3. The 
pair were level at 2-2 on serve 
when play was halted. The 
winner of that match will 
face either Grosjean or 


Henman in the last four. 

Both matches and the re¬ 
maining two men’s quarter¬ 
finals, Swiss fourth seed 
Roger Federer vs Dutchman 
Sjeng Schalken and Jonas 
Bjorkman of Sweden vs 
American fifth seed Andy 
Roddick, will be re-sched- 
uled for Thursday, women’s 
semi-finals day. Play will 
start at 12 noon, organisers 
said. 

The first set on Centre 
Court, played under black¬ 
ening skies, was a mix of the 
agony and ecstasy that 
characterises the 

Continued on page 
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